FJ  s  7r 


Rare  Coin  Review 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc  ♦  Box  1224  ♦  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894  ♦  (800)  222-5993  ♦  Spring  1992  ♦  No.  86  ♦  $10 


Carson  City  Mint,  in  operation  1870-1893 


i  Special  Offer  on  beautiful  £ 
I  Uncirculated  specimens  p 
/  of  the  most  popular  V 

Carson  City  silver  dollars,  x 
1882-CC,  1883-CC,  and  1884<CC,  as 
a  set  at  a  very  special  price! 


Message  from  the  President 


Qfaurjn^‘^ 


in 


the  rare  cam 


business 


Us! 


Dear  «»«<«•  oH  to  ^  Cn  ““'"/j" ‘p'aSra«  *an 

«^:r--rReM-ece«Vears,ana  .  OreJ-as 

sKking  i3  because  matter  iu 

^  Merena  Galleries  attenno  ^^ligl^ted'.  years 

Bowers  air  guarantee  yo  .  two  o  present 

arta"  r^n,  Scorns  is  ar  a  ri^a*__^^  ere 

-^992  is,  in  soin  to  a  q  m  tVorld. 

astute  buyers  teo  coUectors^^^^^^^j  '“““"lU  for  uumistnattcs- 

when  bargains  abou^  „  be  a  really  great  fuwi  p„pet- 

being  ai'ia‘*-'“  ^bat «  eonsii  colleen  to  yom 

Ml  of  this  adds  P  new  P  jjnd  to  be  lus  , ,  b„„w 

lu  the  pages”  5  well  as  other  e  ,^,5  world  sgr  ..ection  in  your 

t-esrece«Wac<l-j;;;basrightlyb-;^;jbontbuildin^^ 

holdings- Cor"  ..,  derive  many  enpy  js  and  famtW.  a"  ^  are  just  a  fe"" 

that  you,  too,  b  vnth  your  „-„a  you  want-  We  am , 

area  of  spee“'  ^  carefully,  and  or  ^  „  ^.o  '’V  "  ;,„ant  books  «hreh 

Check  our  1  telephone,  interesting  and  P 

seconds  a«ybytoh^«,bcountlrsting of  rnt 

at  it,  te  sure  ”  ^  ^  a"i°f'®ttaking  care  of  your  order- 

will  add  to  your  »  and  taking 

V,e  look  forward” 

Sincerely. 


Sincerely. 

A 

aaVond 

;::;erlnd  Merena  oallerfes.'- 


1-5319 


BOX 


t22l 


We  recently  purchased  a  wonder¬ 
ful  group  of  the  three  most  popular 
Carson  City  Morgan  dollars,  the  1882- 
CC,  1883-CC,  and  1884-CC.  Each  coin 
is  a  hand-picked,  brilliant,  very  lus¬ 
trous,  and  very  well  struck  example, 
and  each  is  certified  by  PCGS,  NGC,  or 
ANACS.  Each  coin  is  one  of  the  finest  of 
its  date  and  grade!  You  won’t  find  bet¬ 
ter  quality  for  tlie  grade  anywhere! 

Struck  from 
silver  taken  from 
the  fabulous  Com¬ 
stock  Lode,  15  miles  away  from  Carson 
City,  Nevada,  each  piece  bears  the  fa¬ 
mous  “CC”  mintmark  on  the  reverse. 

Take  your  pick  of  JUST  ONE  of  the 
following.  Limit:  One  set  per  client. 
Sorry,  no  dealers  this  time. 


CC  Set  No.  1:  One  each  of  the 
1882-CC,  1883-CC,  and  1884-CC  in 
MS-63  grade,  regular  price  $275  for  the 
three.  Special  Net:  $249. 

CC  Set  No.  2:  One  each  of  the 
1882-CC,  1883-CC,  and  1884-CC  in 
MS-64  grade,  regular  price  $379  for  the 
three.  Special  Net:  $349. 

CC  Set  No.  3:  One  each  of  the 
1882-CC,  1883-CC,  and  1884-CC  in 
MS-65  grade,  regular  price  $1,125  for 
the  three.  Special  Net:  $999. 

YOU  MUST  ACT  QUICKLY:  As 
our  supply  of  these  sets  is  limited, 
reserve  yours  today  by  calling  toll- 
free  1-800-222-5993. 


Call  toll-free 
1-800-229-5993 
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Order  these 
three  great  hooks! 


n  this  and  the  next  two 
pages  you’ll  find  descrip¬ 
tions  of  three  great  new 
books!  Each  will  be  a  gold  mine 
of  information  and  each  is  a 
classic  for  its  series.  And,  at  our 
special  prices  the  books  will  be 
one  of  the  best  values  you’ll  ever 
find! 


Book  No.  1: 

Dave  Bowers’  latest  book,  United 
States  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia,  is  coming  along 
nicely.  The  manuscript  is  largely 
completed,  and  everything  seems  to  be 
right  on  schedule  for  delivery  this  summer. 
As  envisioned  at  this  point,  it  will  be  over 
700  pages  in  size,  will  contain  hundreds  of 
photographs  to  illustrate  each  and  every 
date  and  mintmark  of  silver  dollar  and 
trade  dollar,  will  contain  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  words  of  text,  and  will  make 
you  an  “instant  expert,”  so  to  speak,  on  the 
series!  There  is  much  new  information  and 
a  tremendous  amount  of  market  informa¬ 
tion  which  cannot  be  found  in  any  other 
single  volume. 

Below,  we  give  some  specific  informa¬ 
tion,  and  a  special  discount  offer. 

Here  is  what  the  book  contains: 

•  Basic  Data:  Who  designed  each  coin 
and  under  what  circumstances,  how 
the  silver  or  bullion  was  obtained, 
information  concerning  the  weight. 


authorizing 
legislation,  etc. 

•  Mintage:  How  each  coin  was  struck,  in 

what  quantity,  and  where. 

•  Number  Melted:  The  number  of 

pieces  melted  (when  known),  how  and 
why. 

•  Rarity  of  Pieces  Today:  The  esti¬ 

mated  rarity  of  pieces  today  in  various 
grades,  depending  on  the  issue.  Early 
dollars  are  estimated  in  grades 
through  Uncirculated  and/or  Proof, 
with  separate  ratings  for  each.  This 
will  be  a  wonderful  guide  to  how  easy 
or  difficult  it  will  be  to  locate,  for 
example,  an  1886-0  dollar  in  such 
grades  as  EF,  AU,  and  various  Mint 
State  levels  from  MS-60  to  MS-65.  This 


feature  alone  will  be  worth  the  price  of 
the  entire  book! 

•  Grading  Information: 

What  to  look  for  when  grading 
/  each  issue. 

•  Buying  Tips:  Information  on 
rarity,  availability,  etc.,  including 
data  you  can  use  when  making 
purchases. 

•  Market  Price  and  Investment 
history:  Market  price  history  ever 
since  the  time  of  issue,  charted  at  five- 
year  intervals  (plus  some  additional 
intervals  to  reflect  exceptional  market 
conditions).  At  a  glance  you  can  see, 
for  example,  what  the  price  of  a  1865 
Proof  half  dollar  has  been  ever  since 
the  time  of  issue,  or  how  a  1903-0 
dollar  in  MS-63  grade  has  performed 
since  the  year  1903,  or,  among 
modern  issues,  how  an  MS-65  1971-D 
Eisenhower  dollar  has  fared  in  the 
marketplace  since  1971.  This  detailed 
and  exceedingly  useful  information  is 
provided  for  each  and  every  silver 
dollar  and  mintmark  variety  from 
1794  to  the  last  Susan  B.  Anthony 
dollar  in  1981! 

•  Easy  to  Use!  As  this  immense  volume 
has  so  much  information  in  it,  we  are 
taking  special  care  to  make  it  easy  to 
use.  Each  dollar  issue  from  1794  to 
date  will  be  arranged  in  date  and 
mintmark  order,  and  all  of  the 
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information  concerning  each  issue  is  in 
one  place,  so  in  a  matter  of  seconds 
you  can  become  an  “expert”  on  any 
variety  you  choose,  whether  it  be  a 
rare  1804  dollar,  the  popular  1883-CC 
Morgan  dollar,  or  any  other  silver 
dollar  or  trade  dollar  ever  made!  In 
addition,  a  thorough  index  will  enable 
you  to  easily  locate  historical 
information  and  market  informa¬ 
tion. 

•  Quality  Printing:  The  book  will  j 

be  large  (8-1/2  X  11”)  size,  on  C 

high-quality  paper,  completely 
illustrated,  and  with  a  high-quality 
binding.  You  know  the  QUALITY  to 
expect  from  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  and  this  new  book  fully  lives 
up  to  the  standards  we  have  set! 

Special  Advance  Shipment  Offer 

We  invite  you  to  place  your  order 
NOW,  for  immediate  shipment  upon 
publication.  We  offer  very  attractive  pre¬ 
publication  discount  prices.  Incidentally, 
the  response  to  this  offering  has  been  so 
great  that  even  if  we  did  not  receive  a  single 
additional  order,  the  book  would  be  a  best 
seller!  Each  book  is  shipped  with  a  30-day 
unconditional  money-back  guarantee  of 
satisfaction.  We  know  you  will  be  de¬ 
lighted! 

Take  your  pick  of  these  three  bindings: 

•  QUALITY  SOFTBOUND.  $39.95.  All  of 

the  information  in  a  popularly-priced 
book  for  widespread  distribution.  Pre¬ 
publication  discount  price: 
$29.95.  You  save  $10  by  ordering 
now! 


•  QUALITY  HARD¬ 

BOUND.  $49.95.  Designed  for  the 
library  of  the  specialist  or  advanced 
collector,  this  version  is  in  a  sturdy 
hardcover  binding  with  gold  stamping 
on  the  cover.  Pre-publication 
discount  price:  $39.95.  You  save 
$10  by  ordering  now! 

•  DELUXE  LIMITED  EDITION  HARD¬ 

BOUND.  Limited  to  just  900  copies 
individually  numbered  from  1  to  900, 
and  hand-signed  by  Q.  David  Bowers, 
the  Deluxe  Limited  Edition  Hardbound 
version  will  be  in  a  special  hardcover 
binding  of  its  own  distinctive  color, 
with  fancy  end  papers,  and  will  be  a 
prized  collectors’  item  for  years  to 
come.  First-come,  first-served.  Offered 
subject  to  availability.  $85.00.  Pre¬ 
publication  discount  price: 
$69.95.  You  save  over  $15  by 
ordering  now. 


1-800-222-5993 


j  BOOK  NO.  2: 

John  W.  Highfill,  well-known 
specialist  in  the  field  of  silver  dollars, 
organizer  of  the  National  Silver  Dollar 
Roundtable,  and  a  familiar  figure  in  this 
specialty  for  many  years,  has  spent  an 
incredible  amount  of  time  and  over 
$500,000  in  expense  to  create  what  has  to 
be  one  of  the  most  interesting,  most 
unusual,  and  most  information-filled  books 
ever  to  be  presented  to  the  numismatic 
fraternity. 

When  Dave  Bowers  returned  from  a 
recent  convention  he  brought  with  him  a 
heavy  pile  of  Xerox  copies  of  the  pages — 
John  Highfill’s  own  personal  copy  of  the 
advance  proofs,  which  he  lent  us  for 
inspection.  To  be  titled  The  Comprehensive 
U.S.  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia,  the  book 
will  be  over  1,000  pages  in  length  (!),  8-1/ 
2x11”  in  page  size,  hardbound,  and  will 
contain  more  pictures  than  I  want  to  invest 
time  in  counting! 

John  invited  several  dozen  numisma¬ 
tists  to  contribute  chapters  on  various  areas 
and  specialities.  Each  author’s  own  style, 
flavor,  modesty  (or  lack  thereoO,  etc.  is 
reprinted  in  the  book,  with  the  result  that 
the  volume  is  like  having  dozens  of 
different  essays,  newsletters,  technical 
studies,  etc.  all  within  two  covers.  More 
than  anything  else,  it  is  a  source  book  for 
silver  dollar  information. 

The  technically-minded  reader  will 
read  about  legislation,  the  formation  of  the 
Carson  City  Mint,  etc.  The  investment- 
minded  reader  will  read  about  how  many 
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of  each  Morgan  and  Peace  dollar  have  been 
certified  by  PCGS  and  NGC  and  at  what 
grade  levels,  which  dates  are  considered 
the  scarcest,  which  are  sharply 
or  weakly  struck,  etc.  The 
reader  interested  in  learning 
about  the  workings  of  the 
coin  business  will  read 
about  how  conventions  are 
set  up  and  operated,  how 
security  services  do  their 
job,  how  auctions  are 
conducted — and  more. 

The  reader  interested 
in  people  will  enjoy 
the  hundreds  of 
photographs  taken 
at  conventions 
and  other 

gatherings,  many  of 
which  show  collectors  and  their 
families  having  a  lot  of  good,  old-fashioned 
fun  (and,  in  a  way,  this  is  one  of  the  most 
important  things  numismatics  is  all  about) . 

The  dozens  of  authors  include  such 
names  as  Dwight  Manley,  Maurice  Rosen, 
Scott  Travers,  Robert  W.  Julian,  Walter  H. 
Breen,  Larry  Goldberg,  John  Love,  Dean 
Tavenner,  Harlan  White,  Wayne  Miller, 
William  Spears,  Bill  Fivaz,  Jeff  Oxman, 
James  Halperin,  A1  Johnbrier,  Dr.  George 
Bodway,  David  Hall,  John  Albanese,  Iraj 
Sayah,  Phil  Schuyler,  Steve  Ivy,  Anthony 
Swiatek,  Ned  Fenton,  Mark  Yaffe,  Robert 
Bruggeman,  Kenneth  Bressett,  John 
Dannreuther,  Bruce  Amspacher,  Leroy  Van 
Allen,  and  others!  There  is  even  a  small 
chapter  by  Dave  Bowers,  about  his  experi¬ 
ences  in  looking  through  silver  dollar  bags 
at  banks  in  the  1950s. 


If  we  were  asked  to  create  a  metaphor 
for  John  W.  Highfill’s  new  book,  we  would 
say  that  it  is  a  numismatic  smorgasbord.  It 
is  like  approaching  a  100-foot-long  banquet 
table  filled  with  goodies  of 
all  descrip¬ 
tions. 
You 
can 
take  a 
plate  full 
from  any 
position  on 
the  table,  go 
back  to  your 
own  table  to 
eat  what  you 
have  selected, 
then  return  to 
the  smorgasbord 
for  more.  Dave 
Bowers  spent  a 
weekend  with  the  proofs  of  the  Highfill 
book,  and  read  just  a  fraction  of  the  text. 

The  list  price  of  John  W.  Highfill’s 
book.  The  Comprehensive  U.S.  Silver  Dollar 
Encyclopedia,  is  $100. 

SPECIAL  Discount  Offer 

Order  now,  for  immediate  shipment 
upon  publication  (expected  to  be  within  30 
days),  for  a  special  discount  price  of 
just  $85.  Order  Stock  No.  BHI-727. 


CALL  TOLL-FREE: 

1-800-222-5993 


BOOK  NO.  3: 

At  a  recent  convention  Larry 
Briggs,  well-known  specialist  in  Liberty 
Seated  coins,  gave  us  an  advance  copy  of 
his  new  book.  Liberty  Seated  Quarters.  We 
had  heard  that  the  book  was  coming,  but 
knew  relatively  little  about  it.  Now  that  we 
are  back  home,  we  have  had  a  chance  to 
look  through  it  from  front  to  back.  To  say 
we  are  impressed  would  be  an  understate¬ 
ment! 

We  responded  immediately  by  placing 
a  wholesale  order  for  1 0  cases  of  the  book! 
Larry  told  us  that  people  who  weren’t  even 
interested  in  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollars 
were  ordering  the  book,  once  they  saw 
someone  else  with  a  copy.  We  felt  that 
many  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  clients 
would  order  a  copy  “just  to  have  it.” 

In  265  large-size  pages,  with  photo¬ 
graphs  of  each  date  and  mintmark,  are  all 
the  facts  concerning  Liberty  Seated  quar¬ 
ters  from  the  first  issue  in  1838  to  the  last 
in  1891.  Characteristics  of  striking,  details 
of  die  varieties,  rarity  in  various  grades, 
collecting  hints,  and  more.  This  book  has  it 
all  and  is  here  in  our  book  warehouse 
ready  for  instant  shipment  as  soon  as  we 
get  your  order! 

SPECIAL  DISCOUNT  OFFER 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters.  265  pages. 
Quality  softbound  and  extensively  illus¬ 
trated.  List  price:  $39.95.  Special  dis¬ 
count  price:  $34.95.  (Stock  No.  BBR- 
800).  Available  for  immediate  shipment.  Be 
the  first  on  your  block  to  get  a  copy! 
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Colonial  &  Copper 


Coins  for  Sale 


Colonial  Coins 


1787  Vermont.  Ryder-13,  BRITANNIA,  variety.  F- 

12.  A  deep  chocolate  brown  specimen  of  the 
typical  die  states,  with  well-defined  obverse 
features  and  lightly  impressed  reverse  details. 
On  a  lightly  split  planchet,  as  struck,  with  a  faint 
crack  from  the  obverse  rim  at  10:00.  Reverse 
features  are  moderately  defined  at  the  center, 
with  some  portions  of  the  faint  peripheral  leg¬ 
ends  in  evidence . 265.00 

This  issue  features  a  Vermont  obverse  die  that  appears 
only  in  combination  with  this  reverse  die,  a  Machin’s  Mills 
product  used  to  coin  counterfeit  British  halfpennies  and,  appar¬ 
ently,  inadvertently  muled.  The  reverse  of  R-13  is  always  weak 
at  the  borders,  with  only  fragments  of  the  date  and  legends 
visible,  although  the  seated  figure’s  details  are  often  well 
defined.  This  is  one  of  the  most  curious  pieces  in  the  entire 
Vermont  copper  series. 

1788  Vermont  copper.  R-27.  Mailed  Bust  Right. 

VG-8/G-4.  Obverse  with  some  small  marks 
(satisfaction  guaranteed,  of  course).  Double 
struck,  with  left  side  obverse  legend  appearing 
twice . 175.00 

This  issue  is  traditionally  attributed  to  Machin’s  Mills,  a 
private  coining  enterprise  located  on  the  shore  of  Orange  Pond, 
near  present-day  Newburgh,  New  York.  Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s 
1875  study.  Early  Coins  of  America,  (available  in  reprint  form 
from  our  Publications  Department)  gives  much  interesting 
information  concerning  this  “manufactory  of  hardware,”  as  it 
was  originally  styled. 

1787  Connecticut  Miller  14-H.  F-15.  A  deep  tan 
specimen,  slightly  off  center  on  the  obverse  at 
9:00.  A  nice  example  of  Mailed  Bust  Left  Con¬ 
necticut  coinage . 115.00 

1787  Connecticut.  M  32.3-X.4.  VG-8.  A  pleasing 
specimen  for  the  grade,  with  well-centered 

details  on  a  medium  tan  planchet . 65.00 

1787  Nova  Eborac.  F-12.  A  popular  and  desirable 
colonial  issue  from  New  York.  Deep  chocolate 
surfaces  with  pale  golden  highlights  on  the  high 
points.  Very  slightly  off  center  on  the  reverse  at 

9:00 . 275.00 

1787  Fugio  cent.  Newman  21-1.  G-6 . 99.00 

Undated  Washington  cent.  Doubled  Head.  VF- 

30 . 165.00 

WASHINGTON  BORN  VIRGINIA  uniface  restrike 
(circa  1960  by  Albert  Collis)  copper  cent.  MS- 
60  or  better,  virtually  as  struck.  Medium  orange 
toning . 19.95 

The  die  is  believed  to  have  been  the  work  of  Jacob  Perkins 
of  Newburyport,  Massachusetts.  With  the  possible  exception  of 
Lord  Timothy  Dexter  (of  whom  John  Marquand  has  written 
extensively),  Perkins  was  Newburyport’s  most  famous  citizen 
at  the  end  of  the  18th  century.  During  the  early  19th  century  he 
became  especially  well  known  for  his  work  on  security  printing 
of  banknotes.  His  biography  is  given  in  Q.  David  Bowers’  book. 
The  History  of  U.S.  Coinage. 


Half  Cents 


Scarce  1793  Half  Cent 


1793  Breen-1,  Cohen-1.  F-12  (PCGS). 

Dark  brown  planchet.  Slightly  porous,  but  very 
choice  for  the  grade  (with  satisfaction  guaran¬ 
teed,  as  always).  Pleasing  detail  is  present. 
Popular  as  a  one-year-only  type  and  as  the  first 
year  of  issue  of  the  half  cent  series.  .  4,650.00 

The  Liberty  Cap  type  with  head  facing  left  is  unique  in  the 
American  copper  coinage  series.  Later  Liberty  Cap  half  cents 
(1794-1796)  and  Liberty  Cap  large  cents  (1793-1796)  have  the 
head  facing  right. 


1795  No  Pole.  B-6a,  C-6a.  VF-25.  The  central 
design  elements  are  boldly  struck  and  are  sur¬ 
rounded  by  light  tan  fields.  This  scarce  issue 
will  be  ideal  for  a  high-quality  early  type  collec¬ 


tion . 1,595.00 

1800  B-1,  C-1.  F-12 . 110.00 


1804  Spiked  Chin  variety.  B-6,  C-6.  AU-50. 

From  an  early  state  of  the  dies,  with  only  faint 
traces  of  the  reverse  cracks  that  later  envelope 
the  legends.  Sharp  and  attractive,  with  bold 
“spike”  seen  at  Liberty’s  chin . 950.00 

The  “spiked  chin”  detail  of  this  popular  variety  is  believed 
to  have  been  caused  when  a  screw  that  held  the  working  die  in 
place  in  the  coining  press  worked  loose,  clashing  with  the 
obverse  die,  thus  causing  the  details  of  the  damaged  area  to 
transfer  to  coins  struck  from  this  die. 

1804  Crosslet  4.  Stems.  B-9,  C-10.  VF-20.  .95.00 
1804  Crosslet  4.  Stemless  wreath.  B-1 1,  C-12.  VF- 
35.  A  medium  tan  specimen  of  this  popular 

variety . 265.00 

1804  Plain  4.  Stemless  Wreath.  B-10,  C-13.  EF-40. 

Pleasing  glossy  golden  brown . 295.00 

1804  Spiked  Chin.  B-7,  C-8.  VF-25  Rim  break 


above  LIBE  in  the  word  Liberty . 235.00 

1805  Med.  5.  Stemless  B-1,  C-1.  VF-30.  ...215.00 

1806  Small  6.  With  Stems  B-1,  C-2..  VG-10.  Scarce 

variety  (low  Rarity-5) . 375.00 

1806  Small  6.  Stemless  B-3,  C-1.  •  VF-30.  $125  • 
EF-45 . 265.00 

1808/7  B-2,  C-2.  F-12.  A  chocolate  brown  speci¬ 
men  of  this  relatively  scarce  (Rarity-3)  issue. 
Serif  of  underlying  7  evident  at  upper  left  of 
second  8  in  date . 650.00 

1808  B-3,  C-3.  VF-20.  Relatively  scarce.  ..  185.00 

Just  400,000  half  cents  were  coined  in  1808,  all  before 
June  20  of  that  year. 

1828  12  Stars  B-3,  C-2.  Curious  and  popular  vari¬ 
ety:  •  VF-20.  $79  •  VF-30 . 95.00 

SPECIAL:  We  have  14  specimens  in  VF-30  grade  in  stock, 
and  offer  the  hoarder  a  group  of  10  for,  net:  $795.00 

The  1828  12-Stars  halfcent  is  the  only  issue  of  its  denomi¬ 
nation  bearing  the  wrong  count  of  12  obverse  stars.  Possibly, 
someone  at  the  Mint  was  not  paying  attention  and  punched  the 
wrong  number  of  stars  in  the  obverse  die.  The  only  other  federal 
issue  with  this  low  star  count  is  the  1832  $5  gold  piece. 

1833  B-1,  C-1.  EF-40 . 79.00 

1849  Large  Date.  B-4,  C-1.  MS-63  BN  (ANA 
Cache).  A  glossy  brown  specimen  with  high 
square  rims  and  bold  design  details.  A  noted 
“sleeper”  in  the  series . 795.00 

The  Braided  Hair  or  Coronet  type  half  cent  made  its  debut 
in  1840,  but  issues  from  1840  through  1848  were  struck  only 
with  Proof  finish  for  inclusion  in  the  few  Proof  sets  made  (later, 
restrikes  augmented  the  supply  slightly).  In  1849  the  Small 
Date  half  cent  was  made  only  in  Proof,  while  the  Large  Date,  as 
offered  here,  was  struck  for  circulation,  the  first  issue  of  the 
Braided  Hair  motif  to  be  made  for  currency  purposes. 

1850B-l,C-l.AU-55.  Another  notable  value  in  the 
Braided  Hair  half  cent  series,  one  of  39,812 
pieces  coined  for  general  circulation.  .265.00 

1851  B-1,  C-1.  EF-40 . 99.00 

1853  B-1,  C-1:  •  VF-30.  $69  •  MS-63.  Very  attrac¬ 
tive  lustrous  brown  surfaces . 349.00 


Subscribe! 

If  this  is  your  first  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  we  invite  you  to  jump  aboard  the 
bandwagon.  Subscribe!  Our  reasonable  rates, 
given  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  are  far  less  than 
it  costs  us  to  create,  produce,  and  deliver 
each  issue  to  you  And,  what  a  wealth  of 
information  each  issue  holds — desirable  coins 
for  sale,  interesting  articles,  research  infor¬ 
mation,  you  name  it.  Many  more  great  issues 
of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  are  being  planned — 
so  subscribe  now  and  you  won’t  miss  a  single 
one! 
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Lar^e  Outs 


Desirable  1793  Chain  AMERI.  Cent 

1793  Chain  AMERI.  Cent.  Sheldon-1. 
F-15.  The  variety  having  AMERI.  rather  than 
AMERICA  in  the  legend.  The  central  devices  are 
clearly  delineated  and  all  the  lettering  is  leg¬ 
ible.  The  surfaces  are  quite  smooth  for  the 
grade,  though  close  examination  shows  some 
tiny  areas  of  reverse  porosity  and  a  few  trivial 
rim  marks.  This  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the 
very  first  United  States  large  cent  variety.  The 
abbreviated  legend  has  given  it  a  special  place 
of  affection  in  the  hearts  of  many  collectors. 
Offering  a  nice  example  is  always  a  pleasurable 
experience.  The  present  coin  combines  a  fairly 
high  grade  with  excellent  aesthetic  appeal, 
adding  up  to  an  excellent  specimen  of  this 
prized  issue;  this  variety  has  been  highly  es¬ 
teemed  by  collectors  since  the  mid  19th  cen¬ 
tury,  when  the  study  of  American  coinage  first 
became  popular . 6,850.00 


1793  Liberty  Cap.  S-13.  G-5.  A  rare  one-year- 
only  type.  Liberty  Cap  and  pole,  as  subse¬ 
quently  used  1794-1796.  With  prominent 
beaded  border.  Light  porosity  is  noted  through¬ 
out  but  is  not  unusual  at  this  grade  level. 
Actually,  the  coin  is  a  very  nice  example  of  the 
Good  grade  and  will,  we  are  sure,  please  even 
an  advanced  collector.  Just  1 1,056  pieces  were 
coined.  Elusive  in  all  grades . 1,650.00 


Rare  1793  Liberty  Cap  Cent 


1793  Liberty  Cap.  S-13.  VF-25.  A  rare 
issue  in  all  grades,  and  especially  difficult  to 
find  in  this  nice  state  of  preservation.  Well 
centered  on  the  planchet  with  all  of  the  obverse 
and  reverse  border  denticles  struck  to  full  ad¬ 
vantage.  The  central  design  elements  also  ex¬ 
hibit  sharp  detail.  Recolored  at  one  time.  A  very 
important  opportunity  for  the  large  cent  spe¬ 
cialist . 8,950.00 


Attractive  1794  Large  cent 


1794  S-29  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  piece  with 
nice  medium  tan  surfaces.  Well  struck  and  well 
defined  in  all  areas.  A  thoroughly  delightful 
coin,  and  one  of  the  nicest  copper  pieces  ac¬ 
quired  as  part  of  an  important  purchase  we 
recently  made.  An  American  numismatic  clas¬ 
sic!  . 6,650.00 


Special  Offer 
at  a  5%  Discount! 

KEY  40%  SILVER  PROOF  1973-S 
EISENHOWER  DOLLARS 


hese  brilliant  Proof-65  or  better 
“Ike”  dollars  come  packaged  in 
their  original  plastic  holders,  at¬ 
tractively  displaying  their  gleam¬ 
ing  surfaces  against  a  deep  black  back¬ 
ground.  1973-S  is  the  key  date  in  the 
Eisenhower  series,  and  at  one  time,  sold 
for  over  $200  apiece!  Now  you  can  own 
one  of  these  lovely  specimens  for  a  mere 


$26.00.  We  are  certain  to  sell  out  at  this 
price  so  order  by  toll-free  phone  immedi¬ 
ately  at  1-800-222-5993. 

•  Proof  Eisenhower  dollar  in  plastic 
holder  $26.00.  Your  price  with  5%  dis¬ 
count:  $24.70 

•  Or  take  10  examples  for  the  low 
price  of  $249.00.  Your  price  with  5% 
discount:  $236.55 


1796  Draped  Bust.  Reverse  of  1797.  S-115. 

F-12.  Well  centered  and  sharp  for  the  grade.  A 
very  pleasing  specimen  of  this  elusive  (Rarity- 
4)  variety . 1,350.00 

1797  Stemless  Wreath.  S-131.  F-15.  Rarity- 

4-.  A  popular  variety  with  collectors  of  large 
cents.  Glossy  chocolate  brown  surfaces.  An 
obverse  die  crack  at  1:00  runs  vertically  from 
the  rim  to  4:00,  while  another  diagnostic  crack 
at  10:00  forms  a  large  cud  in  the  field  behind 
Miss  Liberty’s  head.  A  very  choice  piece  for  the 
grade . 795.00 

1798/7  S-152.  F-12.  Rarity-3.  A  pleasing  deep 
brown  example  with  glossy,  problem-free  sur¬ 
faces.  Some  striking  weakness  is  noted  at  the 
top  of  the  reverse . 435.00 


Famous  1799  Large  Cent 

1799  Normal  Date.  S-189.  F-12.  One  of 

just  42,540  pieces  coined.  This  example  is 
slightly  porous,  but  exhibits  sharp  definition  on 
the  design  elements.  Well  centered  on  the 
planchet.  A  prize  specimen  of  the  foremost 
classic  date  in  the  series,  an  excellent  value  for 
the  large  cent  specialist . 4,850.00 


1800  S-208.  F-12.  Rarity-4.  A  deep  tan  specimen 
of  this  desirable  issue.  An  obverse  die  cud  at 
2:00  covers  the  upper  part  of  TY  in  LIBERTY. 

Lightly  granular  surfaces . 475.00 

1800  S-212.  F-12.  Rarity-3.  A  chocolate  brown 
specimen  with  some  light  scattered  obverse 

marks  noted  for  accuracy . 245.00 

1803  S-251.  Small  Date.  Small  Fraction. 
EF-40.  A  pleasing  piece  for  a  high-grade  type 
collection.  Sharp  design  elements  are  sur¬ 
rounded  by  soft  brown,  problem-free  fields.  A 
superb  coin  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint.  If  you 
are  a  quality-conscious  collector,  you  will  enjoy 

owning  this  piece!  . 925.00 

1810  EF-40  (PCGS).  S-282.  A  scarce  date  in 
higher  grades  such  as  this.  Glossy  light  brown 

surfaces,  a  beauty! . 1,150.00 


Call  Toll  Free! 

Call  toll-free  1-800-222-5993  to  reserve 
your  order  or  charge  it  to  your  credit  card!  We 
are  just  a  few  seconds  away  from  you  right 
now  by  telephone!  Have  a  question?  We  will 
gladly  answer  it.  Each  coin  we  sell  is  guaran¬ 
teed  to  please  you  in  every  respect,  including 
technical  grade,  surface  quality,  and  aesthetic 
appeal,  or  your  money  back!  This  listing  offers 
for  your  consideration  what  we  think  are  the 
best  values  in  the  coin  business  today.  We 
eagerly  await  your  order! 
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1811  S-287.  VF-35.  Sharper  than  most  Classic 

Head  cents  encountered.  Pleasing  chocolate 
brown,  mark-free  fields.  One  of  218,025  pieces 
coined . 1,950.00 

1812  S-291.  VF-20  (ANA  Cache).  Rarity-2+. 

Dark  gray-brown  surfaces  with  deeper  brown 
in  the  recessed  areas . 395.00 


1817  Newcomb-16.  15  obverse  stars.  AU- 
53  (PCI).  Splendid.  Well  struck  with  glossy 
surfaces.  The  anomalous  star  count  of  15  is 
unexplained  and  is  one  of  the  most  intriguing 
mysteries  among  middle-date  large  cents.  We 
have  always  liked  this  variety  and  purchase 
them  whenever  the  opportunity  arises.  This 
beauty  just  arrived . 1,795.00 

1824  N.2.  EF-40  (ANA  Cache).  Sharp  and 
attractive.  A  pjanchet  lamination  is  noted  be¬ 
neath  the  ribbon  on  the  reverse  (for  which  we 
allow  a  $100-1-  discount  from  what  we  would 
otherwise  ask;  satisfaction  guaranteed,  as  al¬ 
ways) . 495.00 

1825:  •  N-2.  F-15.  $79  •  N-9.  VF-30.  Attractive 
medium  brown  surfaces . 235.00 

1826  N-5.  AU-55.  Sharp  and  lustrous  with  me¬ 

dium  brown  fields.  A  thoroughly  satisfying  ex¬ 
ample . 995.00 

1827  N-11:  •  VF-30.  Rarity-2.  A  deep  tan  speci¬ 

men  with  a  tiny  rim  depression,  as  made,  at 
12:00  on  the  obverse.  $135  •  AU-55.  Lustrous 
olive-brown  with  glossy  surfaces.  Tiny  (scarcely 
worthy  of  notice)  planchet  flaw,  as  made,  on 
rim  at  fourth  star.  A  highly  attractive  coin  which 
would  be  a  good  value  at  several  hundred 
dollars  more  than  our  price  of . 995.00 

“Unusually  tough  to  find  nice,”  notes  Jack  Robinson  in  his 
popular  Copper  Quotes  by  Robinson  price  guide. 

1828  N-3.  VF-35.  Pleasing  tan  surfaces,  very  choice 

for  the  grade . 325.00 

1828  N-11.  AU-55  (ANA  Cache).  Condition 
Census  for  the  variety  (per  Copper  Quotes  by 
Robinson).  Highly  lustrous  and  exceedingly 
attractive.  Light  brown  surfaces . 825.00 


1831  N-6.  MS-62  BN.  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light 
brown  surfaces  are  enhanced  by  full  mint  lus¬ 


tre.  Well  struck  and  atti active . 875.00 

1835  Small  8.  N-13.  F-12 . 185.00 

1837  Beaded  Hair  Cord  variety.  N-9.  EF-45.  A 
pleasing  specimen  with  strong  central  design 

details . 135.00 

1838:  •  N-2  EF-45.  $135  •  N-9.  AU-55.  Rich,  glossy 
brown  fields  surround  well-struck  motifs  on 
this  attractive  cent . 365.00 


Gem  1839  Booby  Head  Cent 


1839  Booby  Head.  N-13.  MS-64  BN  (NGC). 

Generous  amounts  of  mint  red  are  present 
around  the  lettering  and  devices.  Extremely 
well  struck  with  all  of  the  central  motif  defini¬ 
tion  struck  to  full  advantage.  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus.  A  couple  of  minor  carbon  spots  are  noted 
in  the  left  obverse  field  and  are  scarcely  worthy 
of  mention  (and  were  considered  by  NGC; 
otherwise  this  would  be  MS-65).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  popular  variet¬ 
ies  among  Matron  Head  cents . 3,150.00 

The  origins  of  the  appellations  Booby  Head  and  Silly  Head 
are  not  known  to  us  but  were  in  use  by  cataloguers  by  the  early 
1860s.  Dr.  Montroville  W.  Dickeson’s  American  Numismatical 
Manual  (1859)  describes  the  types  of  1839,  refers  to  one  having 
a  “simple  expression,”  but  does  not  employ  the  Booby  Head  or 
Silly  Head  nomenclature. 

1839  Head  of ’40.  N-8.  EF-40 . 135.00 

1842  Small  Date.  N-2.  AU-55.  Chocolate  brown  in 
color . 365.00 

1842  Large  Date.  N-3,  EF-45 . 195.00 

1843  Type  of  ’42.  N-11.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS). 

Especially  well-struck  devices.  Frosty  light 
brown  fields.  Nice  eye  appeal . 1,350.00 

1843  Type  of ’42.  N-15.  VF-30.  Rarity-4.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  example  of  the  Petite  Head  style. .  135.00 

1844  N-7.  AU-50.  A  small  toning  spot  is  noted 

beneath  Miss  Liberty’s  chin . 395.00 

1846:  •  N-8.  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous.  Nice  aesthetic 
appeal.  $165  •  Small  Date.  N-18.  AU-50.  Glossy 
dark  brown . 165.00 

1847:  •  EF-45.  Pleasing  light  tan  fields.  $125  •  N- 
5.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Light  tan  fields  surround 
sharp  devices . 325.00 

1847  N-38.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  me¬ 
dium  brown  fields  complement  sharp  design 
elements . 795.00 

1850  MS-63  RB.  Generous  amounts  of  mint  red 
complement  lustrous  fields.  A  toning  spot  is 
noted  on  the  8  in  the  date.  Of  course,  your 
complete  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  ...365.00 

1851  N-10.  EF-45.  Sharp  strike . 135.00 

1851  N-22.  EF-45.  Light  tan.  Scarce . 195.00 

1851  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Well-struck  devices  are 

complemented  by  lustrous  fields  which  exhibit 
about  60%  mint  red . 795.00 

1852:  •  N-3.  AU-50.  $165  •  N-5.  AU-50.  $165  • 
AU-55.  Sharply  struck  devices  surrounded  by 
olive-toned  fields . 185.00 

1852  N-17.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Frosty  light 

brown  surfaces  and  sharply  struck  design  ele¬ 
ments.  A  pleasing  piece  for  a  high-grade  type 
collection . 975.00 


1853  MS-60  RB . 225.00 

1853  N-18.  EF-40 . 75.00 


1854  N-22.  MS-63  RB  (ANA  Cache)  Rarity- 

4.  An  attractive  coin  for  the  variety  colleaor. 
Light  brown  fields  are  complemented  by  gener¬ 
ous  amounts  of  original  mint  red,  especially  on 
the  reverse . 695.00 

1855  Upright  5s  in  date  N-7.  AU-50 . 145.00 

1855  Upright  5s  in  date.  N-8.  AU-50 . 145.00 

1856  Upright  5  in  date.  N-6.  MS-64  RB 

(PCGS).  Boldly  struck  design  devices  are  en¬ 
hanced  by  mint  red  and  cartwheel  lustre.  Most 
original  mint  red  survives . 575.00 

It  is  thought  that  the  Slanting  5  varieties  of  1855-56  were 
the  handiwork  of  James  B.  Longacre,  while  the  Upright  5 
varieties  were  the  work  of  an  apprentice  engraver. 

1857  Large  Date:  •  N-1.  EF-45.  $115  •  N-1.  AU- 

50.  Attractive  for  the  grade,  with  well-defined 
design  details.  $175  •  N-1,  MS-62  BN  (ANA 
Cache).  Generous  amounts  of  mint  red  can  be 
seen  on  the  obverse.  Final  year  of  large  cent 
coinage . 395.00 

In  our  opinion,  the  1857  large  cent  is  quite  undervalued  on 
the  present  market.  The  pricing  is  only  slightly  more  than  that 
of  a  “type”  cent  of  the  1850s,  but  as  a  date  an  AU  (for  example) 
1857  large  cent  is  at  least  two  dozen  times  rarer  than  an  1851 
(for  example) . 

Small  Cents 


Indian  Head  Cents 


1861  Lowest  mintage  Civil  War  cent.  MS-64. 
Lustrous  golden  surfaces  with  a  couple  of  minor 
flyspecks  noted  for  accuracy . 575.00 


1863:  •  MS-63.  Frosty  golden  brown.  Atinyplanchet 
depression,  as  struck,  is  noted  on  the  Indian’s 
cheek.  $165.00  •  MS-65.  Dazzling  cartwheel 
lustre.  A  splendid  example,  far  above  average 
in  quality  of  sharpness  and  strike . 975.00 

Three  different  types  of  regular-issue  Indian  cents  were 
produced  at  the  Mint  in  1 864:  copper-nickel,  bronze  (examples 
struck  in  bronze  using  dies  of  the  design  featured  on  copper- 
nickel  cents  circa  1860  to  1864,  with  rounded  bust  truncation, 
comprise  the  second  type),  and  bronze  with  L  on  ribbon  (this 
new  obverse  differs  from  the  old  design  in  having  a  pointed  bust 
truncation). 

1864  copper-nickel.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Reflective  fields 

surround  boldly  rendered  devices . 275.00 

1864-L  on  ribbon:  •  F-12.  A  nice  circulated 
example  of  this  desirable  type.  $60  •  MS-63 
RB  (NGC).  Subdued  mint  lustre  and  frost. 

Toned  in  mottled  hues . 475.00 

1869  MS-63  RB.  Pleasing  light  brown  surfaces 
are  enhanced  by  lustrous  red  in  the  protected 

areas . 425.00 

1870:  •  VF-20.  $195  •  MS-60  RB.  Original  mint 
red  combined  with  natural  brown  toning.  Rela¬ 
tively  scarce  in  Mint  State . 340.00 

1872:  •  VF-20.  Chocolate  brown.  $265  •  MS-63 
RB  (PCGS).  Frosty  mint  lustre  highlights 
woodgrain  toning.  Well  struck . 695.00 

We’ve  always  enjoyed  buying  and  selling  Indian  cents. 
Perhaps  more  so  than  in  any  other  popular  series,  choice  quality 
coins  are  difficult  to  find,  especially  at  the  AU  and  Mint  State 
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levels.  The  majority  of  coins  encountered  in  the  marketplace, 
perhaps  even  the  vast  majority,  have  been  cleaned  or  treated. 
It  takes  a  lot  of  patience  to  cherrypick  nice  coins  for  our  stock! 

1875  AU-55.  Nice  for  the  grade . 90.00 

1876  G-5 . 19.00 

1876  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Actually,  this  should  have 

been  certified  as  “RB”  as  the  surfaces  are  about 
50%  original  mint  red . 355.00 


1877:  •F-12.$475  •  VF-20.  A  pleasing  coin  with 
a  few  faint  surface  marks,  as  to  be  expected  for 
the  grade.  $750  •  MS-64  RB  (ANA  Cache). 
Prooflike.  A  beautiful  example  of  this  key 
Indian  cent  issue.  The  devices  are  boldly  struck 
and  exhibit  full  mint  frost.  The  fields  are  mir¬ 
rored  and  are  mostly  red  with  soft  golden 
highlights.  Call  quickly  on  this  beauty!  It  will  be 

a  highlight  in  your  collection . $3,250.00 

1878  F-15 . 30.00 


1878  Proof-65  RD.  Dazzling  mint  red  comple¬ 
ments  mirrored  fields.  Extremely  sharply  struck. 
Elusive  this  nice . 1,295.00 


1879  MS-65  RB.  Well  struck.  Beautiful  cart¬ 

wheel  lustre.  Virtually  full  original  fiery  mint 
red! . 425.00 

1879  marks  the  beginning  of  the  “common”  dates  in  the 
Indian  series.  An  interesting  pursuit  is  to  assemble  a  “short  set” 
of  Indian  cents  from  1 879  to  1 909,  Philadelphia  Mint  issues.  In 
the  present  market  such  coins  are  quite  inexpensive.  This  does 
not  mean  that  high-grade,  choice  quality  coins  are  easy  to  find, 
because  they  are  not.  Of  such  situations,  opportunities  are 
made. 

1880  Proof-63  RB . 215.00 

1881  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  A  mosdy  red  specimen 
which  has  boldly  rendered  design  details 
splashed  with  traces  of  iridescent  blue. 365. 00 

1882:  •  AU-55.  $29.  AU-58.  Generous  amounts  of 
mint  red  remain  and  can  be  seen  especially  on 
the  reverse . 32.00 

1883  Proof-64  RB.  Iridescent  blue  highlights  on 
reflective  medium  tan  surfaces . 215.00 

1885:  •  Proof-62  BN.  Scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint 
issue  after  1878.  $110  •  Proof-63  RB.  245.00 

1887  Proof-64  RB.  Choice  for  the  grade.  .215.00 

1888  AU-58 . 26.00 

1893  AU-58 . 24.00 

1900  Proof-62  RB.  Frosty  Indian  motif  against 

mostly  red  mirror  surfaces . 135.00 

1901  MS-63  RD.  Frosty  blazing  red . 65.00 

We  are  eager  buyers  for  choice  small  cents,  especially  of 
the  earlier  era  1856-1930,  and  are  willing  to  pay  strong  prices, 
usually  over  current  “bid”  quotations,  for  pieces  which  have  not 
been  cleaned  and  which  have  no  problems. 

1902  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous . 85.00 

1908  MS-63  RB . 45.00 

1908-S  First  year  of  branch  mint  cent  coinage:  • 

MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Woodgrain  toning.  $325  • 
MS-65  RB  (ANA  Cache).  Lovely,  satinlike 
mint  lustre . 495.00 


Indian  cents  were  coined  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  only  in 
the  years  1908  and  1909. 

1909  Indian:  •  MS-64  RB.  $85  •  MS-65  RD  (PCGS). 
Dazzling  fiery  mint  red!  We  bought  a  little 
hoard  of  superb  pieces,  coins  which  are  virtu¬ 
ally  as  nice  as  the  day  they  were  made.  If  you 
want  a  truly  exceptional  specimen  of  this  some¬ 
what  scarce  date,  buy  one  for . 349.00 

1909-S  Indian:  •  F-12.  Popular  last  year  issue  for 
the  Indian  Head  cent  design.  $185  •  VF-20. 
Scarce  issue.  $210  •  VF-35  (ANA  Cache).  Nice 
detail  for  the  grade . 250.00 

_ Lincoln  Cents _ 

1909  V.D.B.:  •  MS-65  RD.  $75  •  MS-65  RD  (PCGS). 
75.00 

The  1909  V.D.B.  cent,  made  only  for  a  short  time  in  the 
summer  of  1909,  is  an  excellent  example  of  a  coin  with  a 
fascinating  story  which  can  be  bought  in  high  grades  for  a  very 
low  price. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  •  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  largely 
red  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  popular  rarities 
in  the  entire  U.S.  small  cent  series.  Frosty  red 
highlights  adorn  attractive  tan  surfaces.  $795  • 
MS-65  RB  (Hallmark).  A  lovely  example  of 
this  key  date,  with  attractive  mahogany  sur¬ 
faces  splashed  with  generous  amounts  of  mint 
red  brilliance . 1,295.00 

With  a  mintage  figure  of  just  484,000  pieces,  the  1909-S 
V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent  has  the  lowest  mintage  in  the  entire  U.S. 
small  cent  series,  not  including  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent, 
which  is  generally  considered  a  pattern  issue. 

1909- S  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 235.00 

1910- S:  •  MS-60.  $89  •  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  $195  • 

MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 225.00 

191 1- D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  “R”  and  very 
little  “B” — and,  as  if  this  were  not  enough,  the 


Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States: 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


his  great  new  book  by  Q.  David  Bowers  is  now 
ready  for  immediate  shipment. 


Within  the  covers  of  this  large  and  impressive 
volume  you  will  find  a  vast  amount  of  information 
covering  all  commemorative  coins  from  the  19th  century 
to  the  present  time,  a  treasure  trove  of  facts,  figures,  and 
interesting  information — all  you  ever  wanted  to  know 
about  commemoratives — and  more! 


Q.  David  Bowers  has  spent  many  years  gathering 
data  from  hundreds  of  sources,  including  the  help  of 
several  dozen  commemorative  specialists  and  scholars, 
including  Walter  Breen,  Helen  and  Don  Carmody,  Bill 
Fivaz,  and  Mark  Borckardt,  each  of  whom  spent  untold 
hours  copyreading  the  manuscript  and  making  valuable 
suggestions. 

No  expense  has  been  spared  to  make  this  a  reference 
book  of  lasting  value — a  book  which  will,  first  of  all, 
provide  you  with  many  days  of  fascinating  reading,  and 
secondly,  give  you  facts  and  figures  not  available  in  any 
other  single  volume. 

Enlarged  and  life  size  photographs  were  taken  by 
Cathy  Dumont-Deyak  and  are  of  the  finest  quality,  to 
illustrate  each  and  every  design  and  enable  you  to  study 
its  details  and  characteristics. 


This  768  page  book  is  8-1/2  by  1 1  inches  in  size  and 
printed  on  high-quality  paper.  It  contains  over  300,000 
words  of  text  and  over  300  photographs.  The  handsome 
volume  will  be  a  lasting  part  of  your  library! 

We  offer  three  types  of  bindings,  all  at  a  15% 
discount.  Take  your  pick  from  the  choices  listed  at  right: 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

ACOMPLEIEJNCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


♦  QUALITY  SOFTBOUND.  $39.95.  Stock  no.  BBM 

308.  Discount  price:  $33.95 

♦  QUALITY  HARDBOUND.  $49.95.  Designed  for  the 

specialist  or  advanced  collector,  this  version  is  in  a 
hardcover  binding  with  gold  stamping  on  the  cover. 
Stock  no.  BBM  308A.  Discount  price:  $42.95 

♦  DELUXE  UMITED  EDITION  HARDBOUND.  $75. 

Limited  to  just  900  copies  individually  numbered 
from  1  to  900,  and  hand-signed  by  Q.  David  Bowers, 
the  Deluxe  Limited  Edition  Hardbound  version  is  in 
a  special  hardcover  binding  of  its  own  distinctive 
color,  with  fancy  end  papers,  and  will  be  a  prized 
collectors’  item  for  years  to  come.  Less  than  200  left! 
Stock  no.  BBM  308B.  Discount  price:  $67.50 

Guarantee  of  Satisfaction 

If  you  do  not  agree  that  this  book  is  everything  we 
have  said — and  more— just  return  it  within  30  days  of 
receipt  for  an  instant  refund;  no  explanation  necessary! 

There  are  two  easy  ways  to  order: 

(1)  Telephone  1-800-222-5993  today  and  have 
your  credit  card  ready. 

(2)  Use  the  order  form  inside  the  back  cover  and 
order  by  mail.  Send  credit  card  information,  or  your 
personal  check  will  be  just  fine! 
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coin  is  extremely  well  struck.  Lustrous  and 

attractive.  Rare  so  fine! . 575.00 

1914:  •  MS-60.  $59  •  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely 

example  of  the  issue . 165.00 

1914-D  AU-50.  Glossy,  lustrous  brown  fields 
surround  well-struck  devices.  A  lovely  example 
of  this  elusive  and  highly  desirable  Denver  Mint 
issue.  Sure  to  please  the  new  owner.  ..575.00 
1914-S  MS-61  RB  (ANA  Cache).  Frosty,  mostly  red, 
with  some  claims  to  a  higher  grade.  A  few  minor 


flecks  are  noted  for  accuracy . 145.00 

1915  MS-63  RB.  Sharply  struck . 130.00 

1915-D:  •  AU-50.  $19  •  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Satinlike 

fields  and  sharp  devices . 375.00 

1916  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 99.00 


1916-D:  •  MS-64  RB  (ANA  Cache).  Nearly  full 
original  mint  red.  $195  •  MS-64  RD  (PCGS). 
Mint  red  surfaces  and  devices.  You  could  call 
this  MS-65  and  few  would  argue.  $215  •  MS- 
65  RB.  Sharp  and  attractive  with  lustrous 

fields . 525.00 

1916-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  of 
this  popular  San  Francisco  issue.  Some  deeper 

red  highlights  on  the  high  points . 225.00 

1917  AU-58 . 8.00 

1920  MS-65  RD.  A  dazzling  coin . 120.00 

1921- S:  •  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Mint  lustre  over  soft 

golden  brown  fields.  $325  •  MS-64  RB 
(PCGS).  Pleasing  red  and  brown . 495.00 

1922  “Plain.”  F-12  (ANA  certificate) .  Choice  for  the 
grade.  A  medium  tan  specimen  of  this  elusive 
“No  D”  issue . 275.00 

Three  die  pairs  are  known  for  this  desirable  issue,  with  die 
pairs  1  and  3  considered  “Faint  D”  varieties,  as  they  were 
caused  when  foreigij  material,  probably  grease,  clogged  the 
dies  in  the  mintmark  area.  Die  pair  2,  the  only  die  pair 
considered  the  “No  D”  variety  by  ANACS,  occurred  when  a 
severely  polished  obverse  die  was  coupled  with  a  new  reverse 
die,  which  accounts  for  the  softness  of  the  obverse  and  the 
sharpness  of  the  reverse  features  when  this  die  pair  is  encoun¬ 
tered. 

1922- D  MS-64  RD.  Full  mint  red.  Sharp  mintmark; 

lightly  struck  reverse . 185.00 


1923-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  sharply 
struck.  An  attractive  Lincoln  cent  with  satinlike 


fields . 1,850.00 

1924  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 175.00 

1924-D  AU-50 . 115.00 

1925  MS-65  RD . 95.00 


1926-S:  •  AU-55.  $55.00  •  MS-64  RB  (NGC). 

Only  moderately  scarce  in  the  lower  grade 
range,  the  1926-S  Lincoln  cent  is  considered 
rare  and  desirable  in  higher  Mint  State  grades. 
This  attractive  specimen  is  glossy  brown  at  the 
centers,  with  generous  amounts  of  mint  red  in 
evidence,  particularly  on  the  obverse.  Sharply 


struck  and  aesthetically  appealing . 995.00 

1927- D;  •  MS-60.  $29  •  MS-64  RB . 185.00 

1928- D  MS-60 . 25.00 

1931:  •  MS-65  RB  (ANA  Cache).  $135  •  MS-65  RD 

(PCGS) . 185.00 

1931-S:  •  MS-63  RB.  $89  •  MS-64  RD.  ...  119.00 

1932  MS-65  RD . 59.00 

1933-D:  •  MS-60.  $19  •  MS-64  RD  (Hallmark).  A 
bright,  blazing  coin!  . 79.00 


1934-D  MS-63  RD . 27.00 

1939  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 185.00 

1941  Proof-63  RD . 29.00 

1943-S  Steel  cent.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant. 

Superb  lustre  and  aesthetic  appeal . 75.00 

1951  Proof-64  RD . 29.00 

1953  Proof-64  RD . 15.00 

1972  Doubled  Die:  •  MS-64  RD  (Hallmark).  Blaz¬ 

ing  red  surfaces.  $269  •  MS-65  RD  (Hallmark). 
A  dazzling  gem . 319.00 

We  acquired  a  pristine,  original  group  of  these  pieces,  each 
with  full  mint  frost  and  lustre  and  each  as  nice  as  the  day  it  was 
made.  If  you  are  seeking  a  particularly  nice  specimen  of  this 
popular  modem  variety,  one  of  the  MS-64  coins  we  offer  will 
fill  the  bill  nicely! 

Two-Cent  Pieces 


1864  Large  Motto.  AU-55 . 65.00 

1865  MS-62  RB.  Splashes  of  red  brilliance  on  deep 

tan  surfaces.  Plain  5  in  date .  $115.00 

1866  EF-45 . 39.00 


1867  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  boldly  struck 
example  of  the  type,  with  frosty  design  ele¬ 
ments  and  deep  mirror  fields  as  fresh  and  red  as 
the  day  the  coin  was  minted.  A  prize  item  for  the 
type  set  collector  or  the  two-cent  piece  special¬ 
ist . 1,395.00 

1870  AU-50.  First  year  in  the  series  with  a  mintage 
of  less  than  one  million  pieces.  Quite  inexpen¬ 
sive,  in  fact,  downright  cheap,  on  today’s  mar¬ 
ket . 94.00 

1871:  •  EF-40.  $89  •  AU-50.  Lustrous,  glossy 
brown  surfaces.  $145  •  MS-63  RB  (PCGS). 
Rich  orange-brown  toning  highlights  on  well- 
struck  surfaces .  $395.00 

Nickel  3-Cent  Pieces 


1865  First  year  of  issue.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  frosty.  From  heavily  clashed  dies.  350.00 

1868  MS-63.  A  lustrous  coin,  with  some  lightness 
of  strike  as  often  seen  in  this  series.  ...  175.00 

1869  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sharp  and  lustrous  speci¬ 

men,  with  bold  design  details  and  frosty,  pale 
golden  surfaces . 350.00 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-64.  Frosty,  satinlike  lustre. 
Attractive . 575.00 

1873-dated  nickel  three-cent  pieces  were  produced  in  rwo 
different  formats.  The  first  type  has  a  closed  3  in  the  date,  giving 
that  numeral  the  appearance  of  an  8.  Subsequently,  another 
date  logotype  was  employed  having  an  open  3;  i.e.,  the  two 
knobs  of  the  3  were  placed  further  apart  thereby  making  that 
numeral  more  easily  distinguishable  from  an  8. 

1875  MS-60.  A  conservatively  graded  piece  with 

boldly  rendered  design  details  and  brilliant 
surfaces . 195.00 

1876  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty,  lustrous  and  mostly 

brilliant  with  just  a  halo  of  champagne  ton¬ 
ing . 695.00 

Struck  in  the  centennial  year  of  American  independence, 
when  the  1876  Centennial  Exhibition  was  held  in  Fairmount 
Park  in  Philadelphia,  the  authorities  invited  the  U.S.  Mint  to 


display  its  collertion.  The  Mint  refused  to  move  the  .oins 
stating  that  those  interested  could  call  at  the  Mint  dunng  open 
hours. 

We  have  a  client  who  would  like  to  buy  a  quantity  of 
choice,  brilliant,  high-quality  nickel  three-cent  pieces  of  the 
1877-1887  era,  Ifyou  have  a  dozen  or  more,  please  let  us  know. 

1880  EF-40.  A  scarce  issue . 135.00 

1883  AU-55  (NGC).  Low-mintage  issue  as  a  busi¬ 
ness  strike . 345.00 

1887  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  A  business  strike,  not  a  Proof,  one  of  just 
5,001  coined  (see  footnote).  Exceedingly  rare  in 
business  strike  format . 795.00 

Although  Mint  records  indicate  that  5,001  business  strikes 
were  made,  it  is  probable  that  most  were  melted.  Circulated 
(non-Proof)  pieces  are  very  rare.  In  Mint  State,  lustrous  and 
frosty,  a  period  of  many  years  may  elapse  between  offerings 
from  our  stock.  It  is  probably  the  case  that  most  business  strikes 
were  held  by  the  Treasury,  never  released,  and  were  melted 
after  1889.  So  far  as  Proofs  are  concerned.  Mint  records  state 
that  2,960  were  struck.  However,  most  of  these  were  of  the 
1887/6  overdate,  a  variety  which  today  is  at  least  twice  as 
available  as  the  Perfect  Date  1887  (“1887/6  forms  the  vast 
majority  of  Proofs”  — Breen,  p.  245).  The  1887  Perfect  Date  is 
a  sleeper  of  the  first  order  of  magnitude. 

1889  EF-40.  Somewhat  scarce;  not  rare.  .  125.00 

Silver  3-Cent  Pieces 


1851:  •  AU-53  (PCGS).  First  issue  of  the  series. 
Deep  golden  toning  highlights.  $129  •  AU-55 
(ANA  Cache).  Silver  gray  toning .  $135.00 

The  Type  I  issues  of  1851-1853  were  minted  on  planchets 
of  75%  silver  and  25%  copper.  The  series  was  brought  up  to  the 
90%  silver  standard  of  the  other  circulating  silver  coinage 
beginning  with  the  Type  II  issue  of  1854,  and  continued  at  that 
fineness  until  the  demise  of  the  series  in  1873. 

1854  First  year  of  the  Type  II  design.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Mottled  light  lilac  and  silver  gray 
toning  on  highly  lustrous  fields.  A  very  nice  far 
above  average  strike,  worthy  of  special  note  for 
this  reason.  This  coin  is  very  rare  and,  in  our 
opinion,  is  worth  considerably  more  than  our 
price  of  only . 895.00 

The  Mint  developed  great  problems  with  fully  striking  up 
the  design  on  the  Type  II  silver  three-cent  piece,  with  the  result 
that  most  specimens  seen  today  are  lightly  struck,  especially 
around  the  borders.  The  situation  was  remedied  by  slightly 
redesigning  the  motifs  in  1859. 


1855  MS-63  (NGC).  A  particularly  nice  example 
of  this  low-mintage  date.  This  coin  in  this  grade 
is  a  rarity,  although  the  current  market  valua¬ 
tion  does  not  at  all  reflect  this.  First  order  owns 


it  for  only . 1,495.00 

1858  Type  2.  EF-40 . 99.00 


1867  Proof-63  (ANA  Cache).  Beautiful  me¬ 
dium  iridescent  toning  as  usually  seen  only  on 
coins  from  old-time  collections.  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  issue;  one  of  just  625  Proofs 
coined . 895.00 

Although  the  Mint  Report  lists  production  of  4,0(X)  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  this  year,  it  is  probable  that  nearly  all  of  these  were 
melted.  At  the  time  (from  summer  1862  until  1873)  the 
Treasury  was  not  paying  silver  coins  out  into  circulation.  Nearly 
all  business  strikes  of  issues  produced  after  1862  were  held  by 
the  Treasury  and  then  melted  after  1873. 
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Nickel  r)-Ceiit  Pieces 


Sliield  Xiclels 

1866  Rays.  AU-58  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant.  Struck 


from  a  slightly  rotated  reverse  die . 215.00 

1868  MS-61  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  claims  to 

a  higher  grade.  A  great  value . 140.00 

1872  VF-30 . 24.00 


1877  VF-35.  It  is  not  often  that  a  circulated 

specimen  of  this  Proof-only  rarity  becomes  avail¬ 
able,  but  here  is  such  an  instance.  The  coin  is 
very  attractive  and  exhibits  light,  normal  wear. 
Probably,  it  was  inadvertently  spent  over  a 
century  ago . 1,325.00 

The  1877  Shield  nickel,  struck  only  in  Proof  finish  and 
probably  to  the  extent  of  fewer  than  1 ,000  coins,  has  the  lowest 
recorded  mintage  of  any  regular  issue  nickel  five-cent  piece  in 
the  entire  series  from  1866  to  date. 

1878  Proof-65  (NGC).  This  1878  is  one  of  the 

nicest  we  have  ever  seen  of  this  very  popular 
and  rare  date.  Full  mirror  surfaces.  If  high 
quality  is  your  forte,  you  will  have  to  look  at  a 
dozen  or  more  1878  Shield  nickels  to  find  the 
equal  of  this  one.  Actually,  on  one  of  our  recent 
buying  trips  we  did  this  work  for  you!  And,  yet, 
the  price  is  only . 1,450.00 

In  terms  of  mintage,  the  1878  is  the  second  rarest  regular 
nickel  five-cent  piece  in  the  entire  series  from  1866  to  the 
present  time.  Most  1878  Proof  nickels,  although  struck  as 
Proofs  (no  business  strikes  were  made  of  this  date),  have 
somewhat  frosty  surfaces  resembling  a  business  strike.  Rela¬ 
tively  few  are  full  mirror  coins  as  offered  here. 

1882  Proof-64  (ANA  Cache).  Mirrored  fields 
and  sharp  devices.  Brilliant,  beautiful.  495.00 

1883  Shield.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  coin  from 

the  final  year  of  the  series . 85.00 

Liberty  Head  Nickels 

Liberty  Head  nickels  are  incredibly  inexpensive 
in  today’s  market.  Many  issues  sell  for  a  half  to  a 
third  of  the  price  they  did  a  few  years  ago.  And, 
years  ago,  grading  was  looser  than  the  strict  stan¬ 
dards  of  the  present  era.  All  of  this  adds  up  to  a  lot 
of  value  for  the  price  paid!  Check  our  listing  for 
some  significant  buying  opportunities. 

1883  No  CENTS;  •  MS-64  $155.  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  gem  quality . 155.00 

1883  With  CENTS:  •  AU-55.  A  desirable  variety 
from  the  first  year  of  Liberty  nickel  coinage.  $79 
•  AU-58.  Sharp  and  lustrous . 85.00 

while  the  1883  With  CENTS  Liberty  nickel  has  a  total 
mintage  nearly  three  times  as  great  as  the  No  Cents  variety  of 
that  year,  it  commands  a  higher  price  with  collectors;  many 
examples  of  the  No  Cents  variety  were  saved  as  curiosity  pieces, 
while  the  majority  of  the  With  Cents  variety  were  released  into 
circulation  at  the  time  of  the  design  change. 

1884:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $310  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 495.00 

1886  Second  rarest  regular  date  (1885  being  the 
rarest)  in  the  regular  1883-1912  Liberty  Head 
nickel  series;  •  AU-50.  Choice  for  the  grade. 
$365  •  AU-55.  Brilliant,  frosty  and  lustrous.  A 
pleasing  example  of  this  elusive  issue.  $385  • 


MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty,  cartwheel  lustre  is 

highlighted  by  a  nuance  of  gold . 795.00 

1894:  •  EF-45.  Elusive  issue.  $149  •  MS-61  (PCGS). 

Pleasing  cartwheel  lustre . 235.00 

1895  MS-62.  Brilliant . 125.00 

1898  MS-63.  Brilliant . 150.00 

1901  MS-63 . 119.00 

1902  MS-64  (PCGS).  Blazing  mint  lustre.  299.00 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1904:  •  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  ton¬ 
ing.  $299  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Dazzling  cartwheel 
brilliance . 299.00 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive,  brilliant,  and 
high-grade  nickel  five-cent  piece  for  a  20th- 

century  type  set . 299.00 

1906:  •  MS-60.  $75  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
a  few  areas  of  golden  toning.  $135  •  MS-64. 
Dazzling  mint  brilliance  and  lustre.  $299  •  MS- 
64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant . 299.00 

We  recently  purchased  a  quantity  of  several  dozen  really 
beautiful  MS-64  Liberty  Head  nickels.  Each  one  is  frosty, 
lustrous,  and  well  struck.  If  you  are  seeking  a  nice  example  for 
your  type  set,  the  present  listing  offers  the  opportunity  to 
acquire  coins  of  remarkable  quality. 

STARTER  COLLECTION  of  superb,  selected  quality  MS- 
64,  sharply  struck  and  brilliant  Liberty  Head  nickels,  dates  of 
our  choice,  five  different  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  from  the 
1900-1912  era.  Regular  value:  $1,495.  Request  “Liberty  Nickel 
Collection  N-4”  and  pay  only  $1,395.  We  know  you’ll  be 


absolutely  delighted! 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 


1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1910  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1912:  •  MS-63.  $135  •  MS-63  (Hallmark).  With 

satiny  mint  lustre.  $135  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 299.00 

19 12-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharp  strike.  Some  golden 
toning  streaks  noted  on  the  obverse.  ..395.00 

Five-cent  pieces  were  coined  at  the  Denver  Mint  for  the 
first  time  in  this  year.  Although  the  Denver  Mint  commenced 
coinage  operations  in  1906,  no  denominations  below  10<C  were 
coined  until  1911,  during  which  year  Lincoln  cents  were 
produced. 


1912-S:  •  VF-20.  Scarce  issue.  $295  •  VF-25. 
Medium  gray  surfaces.  $325  •  MS-64  (NGC). 
Well  struck.  Light  iridescent  toning  adds  to  the 
appeal  of  the  coin.  A  very  nice  specimen  of  this 


low-mintage  key  issue . 995.00 

Buffalo  Nickels 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I  AU-58 . 25.00 

1913  Type  11.  AU-58 . 29.00 


Special  Offer 
at  a  5%  Discount! 


CIVIL  WAR  COMMEMORATIVE  SET 


f  -W  1 

W 

4  va  1 

'A-  « 

P 

e  offer  you  two  choices  of  commemo¬ 
rative  sets,  each  with  coins  related  to 
the  Civil  War,  the  greatest  conflict  in 
American  history.  Each  is  sparkling, 
brilliant,  hand-picked,  certified  MS-64  (our  choice 
of  PCGS,  NGC,  or  ANACS  -  when  selecting  these  we 
consider  the  coin,  not  the  grading  service,  and  pick 
the  finest  quality  available). 

Set  CW-1:  One  each  of  the  1925  Stone  Moun¬ 
tain  (with  Robert  E.  Lee  and  Stonewall  Jackson  on 
horseback),  1936  Gettysburg  (with  Confederate 


and  Union  soldiers),  and  1937  Antietam  (the  most 
dramatic  single  conflict  in  the  Civil  War).  Our 
regular  prices  for  these  total  $1,069.  Buy  a  set  of 
sparkling  beauties  for  just ^$975^.  Now  with  5% 
discount:  $926.25. 

Set  CW-2:  As  above,  but  with  the  1918  Lincoln- 
Illinois  (depicting  President  Lincoln  on  the  ob¬ 
verse)  and  1922  Grant  Plain  (depicting  Ulysses  S. 
Grant).  Our  regular  price  for  this  set  of  five  coins 
totals  $1,733,  but  you  can  buy  a  set  for  Just  $1.599T 
Now  with  5%  discount:  $1,519.05. 
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1913-0  Type  11:  •  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty.  $1,095  •  MS-65  (NGC).  Lovely  light 
iridescent  toning  complements  sharply  struck 
devices.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur.  .  1,095.00 

Gem  1913-S  Type  11  Nickel 


1913-S  Type  11.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Traditionally, 
this  has  been  one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series. 
Superb  satinlike  fields  are  toned  in  soft  irides¬ 
cent  hues.  Well  struck.  A  delightful  and  rare 
coin  that  is  sure  to  delight  the  Buffalo  nickel 

connoisseur . 3,295.00 

1914:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $125  •  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Extremely  well  struck  and  fully  lus¬ 
trous . 595.00 


1914- D:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $695  •  MS- 

65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  An  exception¬ 
ally  nice  specimen . 2,750.00 

1915:  •  MS-64.  Sharp  and  lustrous.  $125  •  MS- 
65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 425.00 

1915- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  close  to 

full  MS-65 . 875.00 


1915- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck. 

Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this  excellent  grade 
and  with  nice  aesthetic  appeal . 1,095.00 

1916:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $99  •  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  and  beautiful . 425.00 

1916- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Dazzling  mint  brilliance 
is  enhanced  by  gold  toning.  Attractive. 495. 00 

1916-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 750.00 

Note:  Unless  we  state  otherwise,  all  of  the  early  Buffalo 
nickels  offered  here  are  above  average  strikes. 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

when  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a 
coin  is  authentic.  We  unconditionally  guar¬ 
antee  forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is 
authentic! 


Exceptional  191 7-D  MS-65  Nickel 


1917-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  su¬ 
perb  coin.  One  of  just  23  coins  given  an  MS-65 
grade  by  PCGS,  with  just  one  piece  grading 
higher.  An  important  opportunity  for  the  Buf¬ 


falo  nickel  specialist . 4,150.00 

1917-S  AU-58  (NGC) . 235.00 

1918  AU-55 . 49.00 


Superb  Gem  1918-D  Nickel 


1918-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  blazing  gem 
specimen . 4,495.00 


1918/7-D  VF-20  (NGC).  Among  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  and  desirable  of  all  U.S.  overdates.  Attrac¬ 


tive  for  the  grade,  with  full  horn  details  on  the 
reverse.  This  rarity  is  certain  to  sell  quickly  at 


our  price  of  only . 2,750.00 

1919-S  EF-45 . 210.00 


1920-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  An  exceptional 
specimen . 1795.00 

1923- S;  •  EF-40.  $165  •  AU-55.  $275  •  MS-63 

(PCGS).  A  popular  San  Francisco  issue  that  is 
elusive  in  the  higher  Mint  State  grades.  Lus¬ 
trous,  pale  golden  surfaces . 595.00 

1924:  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $195  •  MS-65  (NGC). 
Deep  golden  toning  is  noted  over  highly  lus¬ 
trous  fields.  Well  struck . 625.00 

1924- D:  •  MS-64  (NGC).  Well  struck  (we  men¬ 

tion  this  as  1 924-D  is  often  weak) .  Brilliant  with 
light  golden  toning.  A  beautiful  example  of  this 
elusive  issue.  $1,095  •  MS-64.  Satinlike  lustre 
is  toned  in  iridescent  hues.  Nice  strike.  $1,095 
•  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  brilliant,  and 
extremely  attractive . 1,095.00 

1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous 
specimen  of  this  desirable  San  Francisco  Mint 
issue.  Its  mintage  figure  is  the  fourth  lowest  in 
the  entire  Buffalo  nickel  series,  and  it  is  eagerly 
sought  by  specialists . 2,650.00 


THREE  OF  THE  MOST 

Important  Reference  Books 

EVER  PUBLISHED 


he  first 
work.  The 
American 
Numis¬ 
matic  Association 
Centennial  History, 
by  Q.  David  Bow¬ 
ers,  comprises  two 
separate,  match¬ 
ing  deluxe  hard¬ 
bound  books  to¬ 
talling  1768  pp., 
including  over 
200  full  pages  of  illustrations. 

These  two  massive  volumes  chronicle  the  story 
of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  begin¬ 
ning  with  Dr.  George  F.  Heath’s  publication  of  The 
Numismatist  in  1888,  the  founding  of  the  ANA  in 
1891,  and  all  of  the  related  events  that  have 
occurred  since  then. 

The  third  matching  volume,  also  in  deluxe 
hardbound  binding,  is  The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Centennial  Anthology,  a  collection  of 
articles  written  by  some  of  the  most  respected 


numismatists 
of  our  time. 

These  8.5 
X 1 1  books  are 
of  the  finest 
quality,  with 
end  papers 
and  acid-free 
pages  for  per¬ 
manent  refer¬ 
ence.  These 
three  books 
constitute  a  veritable  library  of  numismatic  knowl¬ 
edge. 

A  special  opportunity  to  order  at  these  low 
discount  prices: 

The  ANA  Centennial  History  (two  volumes).  List 
price:$159.  You  pay  only  $139. 

The  ANA  Centennial  Anthology.  List  price:  $65.  You 

pay  only  $59. 

Special  discount  offer:  The  complete  “Library  of 
Knowledge”  (all  3  books!).  List  price:  $224.  You  pay 

only  $190. 
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Florida  Auction 
A  Great  Success 

Brilliant  and  Sieck  Collections 
generate  enthusiastic  bidding 


he  sale  of  the  collections  of  James  D. 
Brilliant  and  William  R.  Sieck,  held  by 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Florida  United  Nu¬ 
mismatists  Convention  in  Orlando  in  January,  was 
a  great  success,  according  to  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg, 
the  firm’s  auction  director. 

“Over  three  million  dollars’  worth  of  coins 
changed  hands  in  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  sales 
we  have  ever  conducted,”  he  continued.  “Thou¬ 
sands  of  bids  were  received  by  mail,  and  a  strong 
in-person  attendance  was  also  registered.  When  all 
was  said  and  done,  numerous  records  had  been  set 
for  the  modem  market.” 

Highlights  of  the  several  thousand  lots  auc¬ 
tioned  include  the  following  (all  prices  include  the 
10%  buyer’s  premium) :  An  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent, 
EF-40,  a  very  nice  example  of  one  of  America’s 
most  famous  rarities  went  for  a  strong  $3,850. 

The  key  1914-D  Lincoln  cent,  a  very  attractive 
MS-65  example,  realized  $2,200  in  spirited  bid¬ 
ding  competition,  while  a  curious  and  very  rare 
1944  Lincoln  cent  struck  in  zinc  coated  steel 
(rather  than  the  regular  bronze  alloy  of  the  year) 
brought  a  record  $4,290.  Among  coins  of  even 
a  more  modem  era,  a  1969-S  Doubled  Obverse  die 
cent  catalogued  as  MS-63  red  went  to  $2,860 
before  the  bidding  stopped. 


In  the  silver  3 -cent  series  an  1863  Proof-65 
registered  a  top  bid  of  $2,860.  A  very  lovely  1807 
dime,  variety  JR-1,  went  to  $3,960  in  spirited 
bidding  action.  A  very  attractive  1815  quarter 
dollar,  Browning-1,  graded  as  MS-63,  found  a  new 
home  at  $3,905,  representative  of  widespread  in¬ 
terest  in  early  American  silver  coins  of  the  Capped 
Bust  type,  and  possibly  also  indicative  of  the  in¬ 
creasing  interest  in  anticipation  of  a  new  edition  of 
the  Browning  work  being  published  this  year. 

Half  dollar  record  prices 

Among  half  dollars  there  were  many  highlights 
and  record  prices.  Among  the  numerous  issues  of 
the  first  year  of  half  dollar  production,  1794,  was 
a  specimen  of  Overton-1 10  in  just  F-12  grade,  but 
possessed  of  great  rarity  as  just  a  few  are  known  to 
exist.  In  bidding  competition  that  can  be  best 
described  as  frantic,  the  coin  went  through  the  roof 
for  an  unprecedented  $26,400  —  far  and  away  a 
world  record.  A  very  lovely  1795  half  dollar,  O- 
105,  in  MS-60  grade  and  thus  desirable  to  the  half 
dollar  specialist  as  well  as  the  type  set  collector, 
fetched  an  eye-opening  $16,500  when  the  final 
hand  went  down. 

John  S.  Babalis,  who  captained  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  auction  team,  noted  that  the  offering  of  the 
Brilliant  Collection  of  half  dollars  was  primarily  to 


a  group  of  specialists  in  the  early  half  dollar  series, 
plus  a  number  of  outside  dealers  and  investors. 
“Specialists  knew  what  they  wanted  and  were 
prepared  to  pay  just  about  any  price,  it  seemed,”  he 
related.  “For  some  lots,  bids  were  coming  from  all 
sections  of  the  floor  —  and  just  as  soon  as  1  thought 
we  had  a  record  price  on  the  left  side,  up  would  go 
a  couple  hands  on  the  right.  It  was  one  of  the  most 
exciting  auctions  I  have  ever  conducted.” 

The  value  of  a  rare  die  variety,  amply  demon¬ 
strated  by  the  previously  mentioned  0-110  of 
1794,  was  once  again  evidenced  in  the  stunning 
price  of  $14,300  captured  by  a  1795  half  dollar,  O- 
101,  of  which  only  about  two  dozen  specimens  are 
known  to  exist.  The  coin  is  described  as  being  in  VF- 
35  or  slightly  better  grade.  Another  very  elusive 
variety,  1795  0-127a,  catalogued  as  VG- 1 0,  climbed 
bid  by  bid  to  $7,425  before  all  was  quiet  —  and 
again  a  new  record  was  set. 

The  1797  half  dollar,  0-102,  is  highly  prized  in 
any  grade,  for  examples  are  needed  for  type  sets  as 
well  as  variety  sets.  The  James  D.  Brilliant  Collec¬ 
tion  coin,  a  nice  VG-10,  went  to  a  strong  $15,400. 
Among  half  dollars  of  the  early  19th  century,  an 
1806  0-110  with  pointed  6  in  date,  VG-8,  a  variety 
of  which  only  about  two  dozen  are  known,  realized 
an  amazing  $4,400.  An  1809  Capped  Bust  half 
dollar,  0-104  in  AU-50  grade,  generated  wide¬ 
spread  interest  and  was  knocked  down  for  $1,760, 
followed  not  long  thereafter  by  an  1 8 1 2/ 1  overdate, 
0-101,  in  VF-30  grade  for  a  stunning  $4,950.  As 
noted,  rarity  was  the  key  word  of  the  day,  and 
anyone  who  had  the  vaguest  notion  that  true 
numismatic  desirability  had  gone  out  of  style  and 
emphasis  was  only  on  condition  had  but  to  look  at 
Lot  181,  an  1817  half  dollar,  variety  0-104,  in  VF- 
35  or  slightly  finer  grade.  Only  about  two  dozen  are 
known,  and  examples  appear  on  the  market  only  at 
widely  spaced  intervals.  The  Brilliant  Collection 
coin  realized  an  amazing  $10,450.  Also  in  the 
rarity  category  was  an  1823  half  dollar,  0-109  in 
VF-20  grade  for  a  record  $4,400,  followed  by  an 
1827  O-104a  in  VF-30  preservation  for  $1,870. 

Capped  Bust  half  dollars  in  Proof  finish  are  very 
elusive,  and  when  they  come  on  the  market  a  great 
deal  of  interest  is  generated.  The  Brilliant  Collec¬ 
tion  example  of  an  1830  0-117  graded  as  Proof-63 
went  to  $13,200  before  bidding  stopped. 

Among  later  half  dollars  we  note  that  an  1874 


A  This  1795  50c,  possibly  the  finest 
known  Overton-105,  realized  $16,500. 
(All  prices  include  10%  buyer’s  fee.) 


A  Another  rare  piece  —  possibly 
unique  as  a  Proof  —  was  this  1830 
Proof-63  Small  O,  0-117  50c,  which 
was  hammered  down  for  $13,200. 


A  This  Rarity-7  1794  0-110  half 
dollar,  another  possibly  finest  known 
specimen,  went  for  a  strong  $26,400. 


Page  12 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  86 


A  This  1836  Gobrecht  dollar,  with  a 
personal  connection  to  President 
Andrew  Jackson,  brought  $18,700. 


with  arrows  at  date  in  Proof-63  grade  fetched 
$2,530,  a  very  rare  and  quite  beautiful  1888  in  MS- 
67  grade  soared  to  $14,300  before  John  Babalis 
called  the  last  bid,  and  a  popular  and  somewhat 
scarce  1923-S  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  in  MS-64 
preservation  saw  a  realization  of  $3,630. 

Among  the  many  silver  dollars  in  the  sale  was 
a  1798  Heraldic  Eagle,  variety  Bolender-23,  AU- 
55,  at  $10,450.  An  1801  dollar,  B-1,  in  very  attrac¬ 
tive  AU-50  grade,  found  a  new  home  for  $3,850. 

One  of  the  most  heralded  coins  in  the  sale  was 
an  original  1836  Gobrecht  silver  dollar  accompa¬ 
nied  by  papers  indicating  that  the  coin  was  given  to 
President  Andrew  Jackson’s  sister  in  the  year  of 
issue.  Graded  as  Proof-63,  and  with  superb  light 
iridescent  toning,  this  historical  issue,  quite  possi¬ 
bly  the  only  coin  of  its  kind  with  a  pedigree  firmly 
affixing  it  to  the  time  of  release,  realized  $18,700 
to  a  long-time  numismatic  connoisseur,  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  has  been  collecting  for  over  30  years  and 
who  now  considers  the  piece  to  be  one  of  the 
highlights  of  his  collection. 

1862  Liberty  Seated  dollar 

A  rare  1862  Liberty  Seated  dollar  in  MS-62 
grade  went  for  $4,840,  reflective  of  the  general 
unavailability  of  high-grade  business  strikes  of  this 
date  (although  Proofs  enter  the  market  with  regu¬ 
larity).  The  1895  Morgan  silver  dollar,  a  very  nice 
Proof-65  coin  with  brilliant  surfaces,  now  resides 
in  a  new  collection  whose  owner  paid  $23,100  for 
it.  Among  Peace  silver  dollars,  the  ever-popular 
and  quite  elusive  1934-S,  an  example  of  MS-63 
grade,  went  to  $2,359.  An  1880  trade  dollar,  a 
Proof-64  example  of  the  low-mintage  date,  fetched 
$4,400. 

Among  gold  coins,  one  of  the  very  finest  known 
specimens  of  1844-D,  graded  MS-61,  brought 
$10,500,  while  an  1848-D  of  the  same  denomina¬ 
tion,  in  MS-62  grade  realized  a  whopping  $13,200. 
The  key  rarity  in  the  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle 
series,  a  191 1-D,  realized  $5,280  in  MS-62  grade. 

A  very  attractive  MS-63  1878  $3  gold  coin  went 
to  an  enthusiastic  buyer  for  $3,740,  while  a  very 
nice  Proof-62  specimen  of  the  classic  1879  $4  gold 
“Stella”  from  the  Sieck  Collection  went  to  $33,000 
as  auctioneer  Babalis  called  the  final  bid.  An  1848- 
D  half  eagle  graded  MS-61  caused  a  lot  of  excite¬ 
ment  when  it  sold  for  $13,200,  price  reflective  both 


SALE  HIGHLIGHTS 


A  “The  King  of  Morgan  Dollars,”  the 
classic  1895  silver  dollar,  fetched 
$23,100. 


SALE  HIGHLIGHTS 


A  This  beautiful  1879  Flowing  Hair 
gold  $4  Stella  in  Proof-62  to  63  grade 
realized  $33,000. 


of  scarcity  and  high  grade,  MS-61  being  a  strato¬ 
spheric  state  of  preservation  for  a  Dahlonega  coin, 
most  of  which  are  seen  in  grades  of  Very  Fine  and 
Extremely  Fine.  Similarly,  an  1842  Small  Date  $10 
piece  in  MS-60  grade,  remarkably  preserved  for 
this  early  New  Orleans  variety,  soared  to  $7,975. 
An  1861  $20  piece  in  MS-63  went  to  $9,625  before 
all  was  said  and  done. 

Among  items  from  the  Texas  Collection  of 
California  small  denomination  gold  coins,  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  an  1853  round  gold  quarter,  catalogued  as 
BG-217a  in  EF-40  grade,  quite  possibly  the  only  one 
known  to  exist,  brought  a  price-shattering  $9,680. 
An  1854  round  quarter  dollar,  BG-220  in  EF-45 
grade,  showing  the  curious  motif  with  defiant  eagle, 
brought  $11,440  to  a  specialist.  An  1853  round 
gold  half  dollar  of  the  Liberty  Head  style,  BG-412, 
went  to  $9,625  before  the  last  hand  came  down. 


Among  other  highlights  in  the  sale  we  mention 
an  1838  pattern  half  dollar,  Judd-73,  in  Proof-65 
preservation  for  $8,250  and  a  sheet  of  20  Frac¬ 
tional  Currency  pieces,  Friedberg-1230,  in  New 
grade,  went  to  $1,650. 

In  reviewing  the  performance  of  the  sale.  Auc¬ 
tion  Director  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg  summed  up  the 
situation  by  stating,  “Investment  fads  come  and  go, 
but  true  numismatic  desirability  is  always  in  style. 
This  sale  offered  a  number  of  important  truly  rare 
coins  of  appeal  to  the  numismatist,  and  the  results 
are  history.” 

Information  concerning  this  sale  as  well  as  the 
firm’s  continuing  program  of  auctions  in  major 
metropolitan  areas  can  be  obtained  from:  Dr.  Rich¬ 
ard  A.  Bagg,  Director,  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Me- 
rena,  Inc.,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894. 


ANA  Summer  Conference  set  for  July 


he  American  Numismatic  Association’s 
Annual  Summer  Conference  will  be  held 
in  Colorado  Springs  from  Saturday,  July 
11th  through  Friday,  July  17th  and  will 
feature  an  impressive  lineup  of  well-known  in¬ 
structors,  among  them  being  Ken  Bressett,  Denis 
Loring,  “Tett  Tettenhorst”  (the  nom  de  plume  for  a 
well-known  collector),  Anthony  Swiatek,  Robert 
Hoge,  J.P.  Martin,  J.T.  Stanton,  Leonard  Albrecht, 
Don  Bonser,  Bill  Fivaz,  Mary  Sauvain,  Ed  Rochette, 
Adna  Wilde,  Arthur  M.  Fitts  III,  George  Fisher,  and 
William  Spengler. 

Course  titles  are  as  follows:  Early  American 
Coppers,  U.S.  Commemoratives,  Coins  of  the  An¬ 
cient  World,  Detection  of  Counterfeit  and  Altered 
Coins,  Mint  Errors  and  Varieties,  U.S.  Coin  Grad¬ 
ing,  Exploring  Colorado  Numismatics  A  Field  Trip 
to  the  Rockies,  A  Numismatic  Odyssey,  The  Art  of 
Engraving,  and  A  Survey  of  Asian  Numismatics 
from  Turkey  to  Japan. 

Tuition,  meals  and  lodging  at  Colorado  Springs 
for  ANA  members  ranges  from  $375  to  $425  de¬ 
pending  on  double  or  single  occupancy,  while 
nonmembers  can  attend  for  $450  to  $500.  For 
information  write  to:  James  Taylor,  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association,  818  North  Cascade  Avenue, 


Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279. 

While  you’re  at  it,  if  you  would  like  to  join  the 
ANA  (it  would  make  sense  to  do  so  in  order  to  get 
the  member  rate,  or  even  if  you  don’t  plan  to  attend 
the  Conference,  it’s  worth  joining  anyway)  ask  for 
a  membership  application.  Here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  Dave  Bowers  and  Ray  Merena 
would  be  delighted  to  sponsor  you  —  just  fill  out 
the  application,  include  your  check  payable  to  the 
ANA,  and  send  it  to  the  personal  attention  of  Dave 
Bowers  who  will  sign  it  and  have  Ray  sign  it,  and 
then  will  forward  it  to  the  ANA  on  your  behalf. 

Bowers  and  Merena:  ^1  firm 
in  the  numismatic  field 

The  following  letter  is  from  H.C.,  M.D.,  a  Mary¬ 
land  client: 

“Dear  Friends: 

“The  1928  Hawaiian  commemorative  half  dol¬ 
lar  is  truly  lovely  just  as  you  said  it  would  be  when 
I  talked  to  you  on  the  telephone. 

“Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  remains  the  #1 
firm  I  do  business  with  in  the  numismatic  field. 
Thank  you  again.” 
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Gem  1924-S  Buffalo  5c 


1924-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Extremely  well- 
struck  central  motifs  are  highlighted  by  full 
brilliant  mint  lustre.  Rare  in  this  lofty  state  of 
preservation . 4,650.00 


1925-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  for  the 
issue,  with  strong  central  details  in  evidence.  A 
lustrous  coin,  with  hints  of  pale  gold  at  the  rims. 
A  desirable  Denver  Mint  issue,  particularly  when 
well  struck,  for  at  least  80%  of  extant  high- 
grade  coins  are  very  weak.  This  coin  is  a  very 


remarkable  exception! . 1,295.00 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS) . 69.00 


1926-D:  •  MS-63  (NGC).  A  brilliant  example  of 
this  desirable  Denver  Mint  issue,  with  a  stron¬ 
ger  strike  than  usually  encountered  for  the 
issue;  not  needle-sharp  by  any  means,  but  cer¬ 
tainly  above  average.  $325  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 
An  exceptionally  sharp  strike,  and  exceedingly 
rare  this  fine.  From  the  standpoint  of  sharpness, 
this  coin  is  in  the  top  1%  of  surviving  Mint  State 
examples  of  this  issue!  Lustrous  with  delicate 
toning.  A  very  pleasing  example  which  will 
delight  the  specialist.  An  exciting  and  impor¬ 
tant  coin! . 1,995.00 

1926-S  EF-40  (ANA  Cache).  A  coin  with  superb 


detail,  a  full  horn  and  a  much  better  than 
average  strike.  The  surfaces  are  toned  pearl 
gray  with  gold  highlights.  Some  traces  exist  of 
the  original  mint  lustre . 895.00 


Beautiful  1927-S  MS-64  PCGS  5c 


1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck.  A 
brilliant  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  very 
elusive  at  this  level . 4,750.00 


1928-D  MS-64  (ANA  Cache).  A  brilliant  and  frosty 
piece . 140.00 

1931-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  golden  surface  highlights. 
A  very  popular  issue  because  of  its  very  low- 
mintage  figure . 95.00 

1935:  •  AU-58.  $12  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  lavender 
toning  highlights . 95.00 

1935- D:  •  MS-60.  $28  •  MS-64.  Pale  lavender 

toning  highlights . 72.00 

1936- D:  •  AU-55.  $12.  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

surfaces  toned  in  pale  lavender . 60.00 

1937:  •  MS-64.  $32  •  MS-65.  $48  •  MS-65  (ANA 
Cache).  $48  •  MS-65  (PCGS) . 48.00 

QUESTION :  What  do  you  do  when  your  chief  buyer  returns 
home  with  nearly  100  sparkling  gem,  far  above  average,  bril¬ 
liant  MS-65  (PCGS)  Buffalo  nickels — a  group  a  very  “fussy” 
hoarder  squirreled  away? 

ANSWER;  You  run  a  special  offer.  Here  it  is:  Buy  10  of  these 


superb  pieces  for  $449.00  (Ask  for  Buffalo  Nickel  Special  A-7 
when  you  order.) 

1937-D:  •  MS-63.  $24  •  MS-64.  $29  •  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful . 50.00 

Our  buyer  bought  nearly  two  dozen  superb  1937-D  MS-65 
(PCGS)  nickels.  We  offer  a  group  of  five  for  $225.00  (Ask  for 
Buffalo  Nickel  Special  A-8  when  you  order.) 

1937-D  Three-legged.  F-15.  A  key  issue  in  the 
Buffalo  nickel  series . 165.00 

1937- S:  •  MS-64.  $29  •  MS-65  (PCGS) . 55.00 

1938- D  Buffalo:  •  MS-64.  $28  •  MS-65.  $49  •  MS- 

66  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1938-D/S  overmintmark  Buffalo.  MS-65.  155.00 

Jefferson  Nickels 

1939  Doubled  MONTICELLO.  MS-64  (NGC). 

A  well-struck,  lustrous  beauty!  A  sparkling 
gem!  Exceedingly  rare  in  this  grade;  most  known 
pieces  are  worn . 1^595.00 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Sharp,  brilliant . 55.00 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Golden  highlights.  55.00 

1942  Type  I  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  fields  and 

boldly  rendered  frosty  devices . 85.00 

1942-PTypeII:  •  Proof-64.  $110  •  Proof-65  (PCGS). 
Popular  wartime  issue.  Always  in  demand  as 
the  only  Proof  nickel  with  “wartime”  silver 
content.  $195  •  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Outstanding 
gem  quality,  pale  toning  highlights.  ...265.00 

During  World  War  II  the  government  was  faced  with  a 
critical  shortage  of  nickel.  Beginning  in  1942,  and  continuing 
through  1945,  a  silver-content  alloy  of  56%  copper,  35%  silver, 
and  9%  manganese  was  employed.  To  quickly  differentiate 
these  during  the  anticipated  redemption  process,  the  wartime 
silver  issues  were  given  a  large  mintmark  over  the  dome  of 
Monticello.  Only  one  Proof  issue  was  made  during  the  1942- 
1945  silver-alloy  years,  the  1942-P.  We  notice  that  in  Scott 
Travers’  latest  book.  The  One-Minute  Coin  Expert,  this  coin  is 
highly  recommended  as  a  potentially  excellent  investment. 


ORDER  YOUR  NEW  EDITION  OF 

Dave’s  Famous  Coin  Investment  Book 

TODAY! 


he  13th  edition  of  High  Profits  from  Rare 
Coin  Investment,  a  book  by  Q.  David  Bow¬ 
ers,  first  published  in  1974,  is  available 
for  immediate  delivery. 

Comprising  440  pages  in  length,  this  volume  is 
filled  with  information  of  interest  to  anyone  desir¬ 
ing  to  buy  or  sell  coins  in  the  investment  arena. 
Since  its  initial  publication  in  1974,  the  book  has 
become  the  best  selling  reference  ever  created  on 
this  popular  subject. 

Q.  David  Bowers,  a  careful  observer  of  the 
numismatic  scene,  uses  his  own  experience  and 
that  of  others  to  point  the  way  to  intelligent  coin 
investments.  Twenty-five  detailed  chapters  in  the 
work  cover  the  history  of  the  coin  investment 
market,  the  anticipated  market  of  the  future,  char¬ 
acteristics  and  advantages  in  investment,  rarity 
and  value,  popularity  and  value,  grade  and  value, 
coin  market  cycles,  and  numerous  other  topics. 


The  most-asked  coin  investment  questions  are 
answered  in  detail.  Then  the  author  discusses 
building  a  collection  with  investment  in  mind, 
treating  type  sets,  copper  coins,  nickel  coins,  silver 
coins,  silver  dollars  (a  separate  chapter),  com- 
memoratives,  gold  coins,  paper  money,  and  coins 
of  the  world.  Concluding  the  reference  is  a  series  of 
charts  and  price  studies  evaluating  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  selected  coins  over  a  period  of  several 
decades.  A  detailed  index  makes  the  new  book 
especially  useful. 

List  price:  $19.95.  With  our  standard  discount 
you  pay  only  $16.95  (plus  $3  shipping  and 
handling)  Request  High  Profits  from  Rare  Coin 
Investment  book  and  send  your  check  or  credit  card 
information  to:  Bowers  and  Merena  Publications, 
Department  NR-57,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894.  A  toll- 
free  telephone  line  is  available  for  immediate  or¬ 
ders  by  telephone:  1-800-222-5993. 
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United  States  Silver 


Coins  for  Sale 


Half  Dimes 


_ Capped  Bust  Htilf  Dimes _ 

1829Valentine-7.AU-50.  Lightly  cleaned  long  ago, 
now  naturally  retoned  to  pale  golden  shades. 
Your  complete  satisfaction  is  guaranteed;  if  you 
aren’t  delighted,  just  send  it  back!  (This  same 
assurance  goes  with  your  other  purchases  from 


this  issue.)  . 195.00 

1831  V-5.  AU-50.  Attractive  iridescent  toning  is 
noted  over  lustrous  fields . 249.00 


_ Liberty  Seated  Hiilf  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  A  popular 
issue  for  type  sets:  •  AU-50.  Frosty,  lustrous 
surfaces  toned  silver  gray.  A  tiny  scratch  is 
noted  on  the  obverse.  Satisfaction  guaranteed, 
as  always.  $315  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant, 
frosty,  lustrous  coin.  Just  purchased,  which 

should  sell  instantly  for . 1,650.00 

1839  No  Drapery.  AU-50.  An  attractively  toned 

half  dime . 149.00 

1842  AU-50.  Softly  toned . 110.00 

1845  5  over  3.  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  nice 
coin  for  the  overdate  specialist . 125.00 


Memorable  Gem  1848-0  Half  Dime 


1848-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Iridescent  ton 
ing  is  noted  over  satinlike  fields.  Rare  in  this 
outstanding  state  of  preservation.  A  prize  for 
the  half  dime  specialist.  Only  a  few  1848-0  half 
dimes  exist  at  this  grade  level . 4,950.00 


Gem  1853  No  Arrows  Half  Dime 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially 
sharply  struck.  Attractive  iridescent  toning  over 
frosty  surfaces.  A  prime  rarity  in  this  lofty  state 
of  preservation.  The  specialist  will  consider  this 
a  centerpiece  in  his  collection . 3,295.00 


This  issue  is  far  rarer  than  the  low  mintage  would  indicate. 
At  the  time  of  coinage,  the  price  of  silver  had  risen  to  high  levels 
on  the  international  market,  and  the  Mint  realized  that  the 
coins,  if  released,  would  be  immediately  exported  or  melted 
down  for  bullion.  Accordingly,  most  were  melted  at  the  Mint. 

1856  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  with 

strong  mint  lustre . 595.00 

1858  MS-63  (PCGS).  Smooth  satiny  surfaces 
with  a  whisper  of  light  gold . 575.00 


Lovely  Proof-65  1859  Half  Dime 


1859  Proof-64  (PCGS).  This  coin  has  a 
story  to  go  with  it.  During  a  recent  buying  trip 
Dave  Bowers  was  offered  first  pick  of  a  really 
wonderful  group  of  19th-century  Proof  coins 
comprising  several  dozen  pieces.  He 
cherrypicked  them  for  quality,  and  this  piece 
was  right  at  the  top  of  his  list.  The  coin  has 
gorgeous  gunmetal-blue  and  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces  and  is  just  the  kind  of  quality  we  have  seen 
when  we  handled  old-time  cabinets  such  as  the 
Norweb  Collection,  Garrett  Collection,  etc.  In 
addition,  it  has  the  distinction  of  being  a  sepa¬ 
rate  “type”  coin  although,  for  some  reason,  this 
is  not  widely  known  (see  footnote).  If  it  were, 
the  coin  would  be  priced  at  10  times  our  offer¬ 
ing  of  just . 4,950.00 

In  1859  and  only  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  the  half  dime 
obverse  was  created  with  hollow  centers  to  the  star  points,  a 
very  curious  configuration  that  occurs  both  on  the  rare  Proofs 
(as  here  offered)  and  on  the  business  strikes.  In  addition,  it 
shows  Miss  Liberty  with  slimmer  arms,  and  a  few  other  details 
are  different  as  well.  Nowhere  else  in  the  series  is  there  a 
counterpart  to  this. 


1861  AU-55 . 85.00 

1868-S  AU-53  (PCI).  Sharp  and  brilliant,  with 
strong  central  details  in  evidence.  Struck  from 
boldly  clashed  dies.  A  good  value.  Much  rarer 

than  a  “type”  coin . 150.00 

1871  MS-60.  Lightly  toned . 165.00 


Dimes 


Draped  Bust  Dime 


1805  John  Reich- 1.  5  Berries  reverse.  VF- 
25  (NGC).  Lustrous  for  the  grade.  Attractive 
light  gray  and  heather.  Well  centered  with  all  of 
the  border  denticles  present . 1,650.00 

Capped  Bust  Dimes 

1823/2  JR-3  AU-53  (PCGS).  Large  E  variety.  A 
brilliant  and  very  attractive  coin,  a  nice  buy 
from  a  recent  buying  trip.  As  nice  coins  tend  to 
sell  themselves,  we  spend  much  more  time  and 
effort  traveling  to  buy  than  we  do  to  sell — 
which  is  probably  just  the  opposite  of  most 
businesses! . 695.00 

On  this  reverse,  a  large  E  puncheon  was  used  in  the 
legends.  On  another  popular  variety  of  this  year  a  small  E 
puncheon  was  used  in  the  reverse  legends. 


1833  JR-5.  MS-64  (NGC).  Last  3  in  date  high. 
Considered  common  in  the  lower  grades,  this 
variety  is  quite  scarce  in  Mint  State  condition, 
with  grades  of  MS-64  or  higher  actually  quite 
rare.  Here  is  a  sharp  and  lustrous  coin,  with 
attractive  surfaces  lightly  splashed  with  rich 
golden  highlights.  A  gem  for  the  Capped  Bust 
dime  connoisseur . 2,950.00 

According  to  Early  United  States  Dimes  1796-1837  by 
David  Davis  et  ai,  “At  least  six  specimens  exist  in  AU-55  or 
better  condition.  Einest  seen  is  MS-65."  According  to  this 
information,  the  specimen  offered  here  is  among  the  finest 
known  for  the  variety. 


25  Good  Reasons  To  Buy  Your  Coins  From  Bowers  &  Merena 


Professional  credentials: 

When  you  deal  with  a  rare  coin 
company,  you  want  to  be  sure 
that  you  are  dealing  with  professionals.  At 
Bowers  and  Merena  our  staff  are  members 


of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  the 
American  Numismatic  Association,  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Association  of  International  Numis¬ 
matists,  and  other  leading  organizations. 
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Liberty  Seated  Dimes 


1837  No  Stars.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant, 
lustrous,  frosty  specimen  of  this  beautiful  de¬ 
sign . 2,895.00 

The  1837  No-Stars  half  dime  and  dime  are  stylistic  copies 
of  the  Gobrecht  silver  dollar  made  for  circulation  in  December 
1836,  and  feature  Miss  Liberty  on  the  obverse,  without  sur¬ 
rounding  stars.  The  starless  dime  was  produced  only  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  in  1837  and  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in  1838 
(1838-0).  This  issue  is  essential  for  inclusion  in  type  sets.  In 
Mint  State  levels  it  has  been  our  experience  that  dimes  are 
several  times  rarer  than  half  dimes, 

1841  AU-58 . 165.00 


1849-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Small  O  variety.  Here 
is  one  of  the  best  buys  Dave  Bowers  made  on  a 
recent  buying  trip.  This  1849-0  Small  O  is  not 
only  AU-53  or  better  (we  grade  it  AU-58,  but 
we’ll  stick  with  the  PCGS  grade  in  our  offering 
here),  but  it  is  brilliant,  very  lustrous,  and  is  one 
of  the  deepest,  sharpest  strikes  we  have  ever 
seen  for  any  Liberty  Seated  dime.  The  1849-0 
Small  O  is  one  of  the  great  issues  in  the  series, 
and  most  known  are  in  well-worn  grades.  How¬ 
ever,  in  pricing  the  piece,  although  it  is  the  Small 
O  variety,  we  are  asking  just  a  “regular  1849-0 
price”  for  it;  the  Small  O  is  a  bonus!  Here  is  a 
beauty  which  will  do  justice  to  the  finest  collec¬ 
tion  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes  ever  formed.  Add 
it  to  your  cabinet  for  just . 1,795.00. 

1860-0  VF-25.  A  handsome  coin  with  attractive 
light  gray  toning.  The  1860-0  is  rare  in  all 
grades.  This  example  is  a  choice  specimen  of 
the  VF  preservation  and  is  certain  to  satisfy  the 
Liberty  Seated  specialist . 1,600.00 

Only  40,000  examples  were  made  of  the  1860-0  dime,  one 
of  the  smallest  mintage  figures  in  the  series  to  this  point.  This 
was  the  last  dime  issued  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  before  the 
Civil  War.  In  1861  the  coining  facilities  were  shut  down,  not  to 
be  used  again  until  1879.  However,  dimes  were  not  coined 
again  until  1891. 

Nicely  Struck  1863-S  Seated  Liberty  10c 


1863-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  When  this  1863-S  was 
offered  to  Dave  Bowers  during  a  recent  buying 
trip,  he  could  not  believe  his  eyes.  Here  is  a 
variety  that  would  be  a  great  rarity  in  MS-60 
grade,  weakly  struck.  But,  in  front  of  us  was  a 
sharply  struck  MS-63,  and  with  light  splashes  of 
beautiful  golden  toning  as  well.  He  couldn’t  live 
without  it,  so  to  speak,  and  although  the  price 
wasn’t  cheap  (it  never  is  when  you  buy  the 
best ) ,  we  have  it — and  500  other  dealers  around 
the  United  States  don’t.  If  Liberty  Seated  dimes 


are  your  forte  and  you  want  a  first-class  prize, 
call  to  order  this  one . 3,495.00 


1864  Proof-62/64.  Brilliant.  A  very  attractive 
specimen  of  this  highly-prized,  low-mintage 
dime  issue . 995.00 

The  Proof  mintage  of  the  1864  dime  is  just  470  pieces,  the 
second  lowest  Proof  mintage  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series  from 
1859  to  1891. 

1871  MS-63  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  light  golden 

hues . 850.00 

1877-CC  AU-58 . 85.00 

1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  candidate 
for  a  type  set . 425.00 


1879  MS-65  (NGC).  Recut  18  variety.  Rare. 
Boldly  repunched  18  in  date,  with  some 
repunching  also  evident  at  the  9.  One  of  just 
14,000  pieces  struck  for  intended  circulation 
this  year.  Brilliant  and  frosty  “white”  surfaces. 


with  sharply  struck  obverse  head  and  reverse 
wreath  details.  A  coin  with  exceptional  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal . 2,250.00 

Considered  to  be  Rarity-7  by  the  late  Kamal  Awash,  a 
respjected  authority  on  Liberty  Seated  dimes. 

1885  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lustrous  example.  .365.00 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 575.00 

1890-S  AU-50 . 175.00 

Barber  Dimes 

1897  MS-61.  Toned  on  the  periphery.  Pleasing 

satinlike  lustre . 135.00 

1898  Proof-63  (PCGS).  One  of  735  Proof  ex¬ 

amples  minted  during  this  year.  Frosty  devices 
form  a  pleasing  cameo  contrast  to  deep  mirror 
fields . 695.00 

1901  AU-55  (ANA  Cache) . 55.00 

1903- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lovely  toning  is  noted 

over  lustrous  fields . 435.00 

1904- S  EF-40.  Hints  of  pale  gold  highlight  the 

surfaces  of  this  elusive  and  desirable  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  issue . 285.00 

1905  Proof-63  (NGC).  One  of  727  Proof  speci¬ 
mens  minted  this  year.  Deep  iridescent  toning 
highlights  of  gold,  violet,  and  pale  sea  green 
enhance  this  beautiful  coin’s  reflective  sur¬ 
faces . 675.00 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  A  coin  with  strong  mint  bril¬ 
liance . 225.00 

1908-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295.00 


Special  Offer! 
Amazingly  Popular! 

LIMITED  EDITION 
FRANK  GASPARRO  COIN  SET 


F 


rom  1965  until  1981,  Frank  Gasparro 
was  Chief  Engraver  of  the  United  States 
Mint.  During  his  tenure  in  the  highest 
office  to  which  an  engraver  can  aspire,  he 
created  new  designs  for  four  different  coins.  Frank 
Gasparro  has  personally  certified 
1,000  limited  edition  sets. 

Each  set  is  mounted  in  a  cus¬ 
tom-made  display  holder  with  a 
glossy  black  background  and 
beautiful  gold  lettering.  At  the 
center  is  mounted  the  Personal 
Certification  from  Frank  Gas¬ 
parro,  hand  signed  in  ink  and 
hand  numbered. 

Each  coin  in  the  set  is  a  Gem 
Proof-the  finest  quality  available. 

Each  piece  represents  the  first 
year  of  issue  of  the  design:  1959 
Lincoln  cent  memorial  reverse; 


THI  COiMft  OF  FUANK  OaSFAKXO 
CHIEF  ENSHAVEE  OF  ‘THE  'J.i.  VAST  1*41  TO 
cr»T»;i5  is«jax 
IWriR  T6  II7* 


1964  Kennedy  half  dollar,  obverse  and  reverse; 
1979  Susan  Anthony  dollar,  obverse  and  reverse. 

Here  is  one  of  the  most  significant,  historical, 
and  desirable  numismatic  items  to  be  offered  in  our 
time.  Set  No.  1  was  retained  by  Frank  Gasparro 
personally.  No.  2  was  presented 
to  the  National  Coin  Collection  at 
the  Smithsonian  Institution.  No. 
3  was  presented  to  the  American 
Numismatic  Society.  No.  4  was 
presented  to  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association. 

This  is  a  strictly  limited  edi¬ 
tion  offer  and  once  the  remaining 
sets  have  been  sold,  no  more  will 
be  available  -  ever!  You  will  be 
proud  to  own  one  of  these  histori¬ 
cal  sets! 

Each  set  is  just  $125.00.  Call 
toll-free  at  1-800-222-5993. 
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1908-S  AU-50 . 115.00 

1910  MS-63.  Gorgeous  full  mint  lustre.  ...295.00 
1911:  •  MS-60.  Fully  brilliant.  $125  •  MS-62. 

Frosty  mint  brilliance . 145.00 

1913:  •  AU-55.  $55  •  MS-60.  $145  •  MS-63 

(PCGS) . 235.00 

1913-S  AU-50.  A  scarce  San  Francisco  Mint  issue. 
Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  champagne 

toning . 275.00 

1914  AU-58 . 59.00 

1916  Barber:  •  MS-61.  $135  •  MS-62 . 145.00 

Mercury  Dimes 

We  recently  purchased  a  marvelous  “find”  of 
select  quality  Mint  State  Mercury  dimes  dated  in 
the  1940s,  each  one  as  frosty,  brilliant,  and  nice  as 
the  day  it  was  made.  Use  this  listing  to  add  quality 
Mercury  dimes  to  your  collection,  or  to  start  a 
collection.  And,  if  you  are  like  many  who  enjoy  the 
opportunity  to  buy  quantities  of  choice  coins  to  put 
away,  take  advantage  of  our  “Hoarder’s  Specials.” 

1916  Mercury:  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $145  • 
MS-65  FB.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259.00 

“Mercury”  dimes,  designed  by  sculptor  Adolph  A.  Weiitman, 
are  considered  to  be  among  the  most  beautiful  of  all  United 
States  coins.  Use  the  present  listing  to  start  a  collection  of  this 
interesting  series  or  to  add  to  what  you  already  have.  We  offer 
pieces  of  excellent  quality  and  value. 

1916-D  VF-20  (ANA  Cache).  One  of  the  most 
popular  rarities  in  all  of  American  numismatics, 
the  1916-D  Mercury  dime  is  eagerly  sought  in 
all  states  of  preservation.  Choice  for  the  grade, 
with  pale  golden  peripheral  toning  highlights. 
Certain  to  sell  quickly,  so  please  hurry  on  this 

one!  . $1,995.00 

1916-S  Mercury:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $69  •  MS-62 
FB.  (PCGS) . 75.00 


1917- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Frosty  mint  lustre  is 

complemented  by  a  faint  trace  of  champagne 
toning . 795.00 

1918  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant,  beautiful . 595.00 

1918- S:  •  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

$595  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Toned  light  lilac  and 
gold.  $595  •  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
frosty.  Very  choice! . 1,250.00 

1919  MS-63  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1919- D:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  with 

splashes  of  pale  gold  on  lustrous  surfaces.  $450 
•  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  example  of  this  important  mintmark  issue, 
a  coin  that  is  sure  to  please . 895.00 

There  are  Mercury  dimes  and  there  are  Mercury  dimes,  but 
those  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  are  remarkable  for  their 
quality.  We  know  you’ll  be  absolutely  delighted  with  any  of  the 
Mercury  dimes  you  order  from  this  listing! 

1919-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  scarce  San  Francisco 
issue,  particularly  in  the  higher  Mint  State 
grades.  Lustrous  and  attractive,  with  pale  gold 
and  pink  toning  highlights.  Very  choice  for  the 


grade . 950.00 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145.00 


1920-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  just  a  hint 
of  deep  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  Not  at  all  easy 
to  find  at  this  grade  level.  A  nice  coin  for  the 


Mercury  dime  specialist . 725.00 

1921-D  VF-20.  This  desirable  Denver  Mint  issue 
has  the  second  lowest  mintage  in  the  Mercury 
dime  series . 215.00 

Superb  Gem  1921-D  Dime 

1921-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  As  of  the  January  1992 
PCGS  Population  Report,  this  is  the  only 
1921-D  dime  assigned  the  lofty  MS-66 
grade  by  that  service.  Here  is  a  richly  toned 
example  of  this  rare  and  desirable  issue,  one 
with  strong  claims  to  “finest  known”  in  the 
current  marketplace.  Radiant  cartwheel  lustre 
and  nearly  Full  Split  Bands  add  to  the  charm 
and  importance  of  this  rare  coin.  A  specimen  for 
the  collector  desiring  the  finest  of  the  fine,  an 
absolutely  superb  specimen  of  one  of  the  great 
classics  of  the  series . 3,895.00 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89.00 

1925:  •  MS-63.  $69  •  MS-63  (ANA  Cache).  Lus¬ 
trous  with  light  golden  surfaces . 69.00 

1925- D  AU-50 . 189.00 

1926- D  MS-63  FB.  (PCGS).  Exhibits  light  mottled 

toning . 275.00 

1926- S  EF-40  (ANA  Cache) . 215.00 

1927- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Elusive  this 

nice . 695.00 

1928  MS-64  FSB  (ANA  Cache) . 110.00 

1928- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this 

lofty  state  of  preservation . 825.00 

1929- D  •  MS-63.  $40.  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty 

mint  brilliance  and  lustre . 125.00 

1930- S:  •  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  $125  •  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant.  $165  •  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 395.00 

1931  MS-60 . 35.00 

1934  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  some  deep  golden 

toning  on  the  reverse . 24.00 

1934- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85.00 

1935  MS-65 . 32.00 

1935- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  this  lofty 

preservation  with  Full  Split  Bands . 625.00 

1935-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1936:  •  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck.  Mir¬ 
rored  fields  are  toned  gold  and  rose.  This  issue 
has  the  lowest  mintage  of  any  Proof  Mercury 
dime.  $595  •  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Full  mint 


brilliance . 695.00 

1936-D:  •  MS-63  FB.  $29  •  MS-64  FB . 59.00 

1936-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75.00 

1937:  •  MS-64.  A  brilliant  coin.  $25  •  Proof-64 
(PCGS) . 325.00 

1938  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  halo  of  golden  toning  is 

noted  over  mirrored  fields . 265.00 

1938- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS) . 45.00 

1939  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Sharp,  brilliant.  ...245.00 

1939- D  MS-65 . 29.00 

1939- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79.00 

1940:  •  MS-63  FSB.  Brilliant.  $29  •  Proof-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 219.00 

1940- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69.00 

1941:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $19  •  MS-64.  Brilliant. 

$29  (Hoarder’s  Special:  10  for  $250)  •  Proof- 
64  (PCGS).  $219  •  MS-65 . 45.00 


Do  you  have  a  hoarder’s  instinct?  Do  you  like  to  squirrel 
away  groups  of  low-priced  Mint  State  coins?  If  so,  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  several  “Hoarder’s  Specials”  we  offer  among  Mer¬ 
cury  dimes.  We  purchased  a  very  nice  group  of  select  quality 
Mint  State  coins,  each  one  as  frosty  and  brilliant  as  the  day  it 
was  made.  In  instances  in  which  we  have  a  dozen  or  more  of  a 
particular  grade,  we  offer  “Hoarder’s  Specials”  whereby  you 


can  buy  a  group  of  10  for  a  reduced  price.  These  are  bound  to 
go  quickly,  so  order  early! 

1941-D  MS-64  FSB.  Brilliant . 45.00 

1941-S:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $19  •  MS-64.  Brilliant. 
$27  (Hoarder’s  Special:  10  for  $235)  •  MS-65. 

Brilliant.  $49  •  MS-66 . 65.00 

1942/1  Overdate.  One  of  the  rarest  and  most 
desired  issues  in  the  Mercury  dime  series:  •  VF- 
30.  $285  •  EF-40 . 320.00 


Exceptional  1942/1-D  Overdate  10c 


1942/1-D  Overdate.  MS-64  FB  (PCGS). 

One  of  only  a  few  certified  at  this  level.  Gor¬ 
geous  cartwheel  lustre  complements  fully  bril¬ 
liant  fields.  The  design  elements  are  very  sharply 
struck.  A  rare  piece  for  the  connoisseur.  It  may 
be  a  long  time  until  a  purchase  opportunity 
recurs .  A  prime  opportunity  for  the  astute  buyer. 
In  the  past  we  have  handled  fewer  than  six 
1942/1  dimes  at  this  grade  level . 6,950.00 

The  1942/1-D  overdate  dime  was  not  publicized  in  numis¬ 
matic  circles  until  the  1 970s,  by  which  time  most  coins  had  long 
since  seen  the  effects  of  circulation.  Over  the  years  we  have 
handled  very  few  Mint  State  coins. 


1942:  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $27  (Hoarder’s  Special: 
10  for  $235)  •  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant.  $39  •  MS- 
65.  Brilliant.  $49  •  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
$219  •  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $295  •  MS- 
67  (NGC).  Satinlike  fields  are  complemented 

by  attractive  iridescent  toning . 375.00 

1942-D:  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $32  •  MS-64  FSB. 
Brilliant.  (Hoarder’s  Special:  10  for  $350),  or 
buy  a  single  coin  for . 40.00 

1942- S:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $27  •  MS-64.  Brilliant. 

(Hoarder’s  Special:  10  for  $295),  or  buy  a 
single  coin  for . 35.00 

1943:  •  AU-58.  $9  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $14  •  MS-64. 
Brilliant.  (Hoarder’s  Special:  10  for  $225),  or 
buy  a  single  coin  for . 27.00 

1943- D:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $19  (Hoarder’s  Special: 

10  for  $160)  •  MS-63  FSB.  Brilliant.  $27  •  MS-64. 
Brilliant.  $27  (Hoarder’s  Special:  10  for  $235)  • 
MS-64  FB.  Brilliant.  $45  (Hoarder’s  Special:  10 
for  $370)  •  MS-65.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1943- S:  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  (Hoarder’s  Special:  10 

for  $235),  or  purchase  a  single  coin  for  $27  • 
MS-65 . 32.00 

1944:  .  mS-60.  Brilliant.  $11  •  MS-63.  Brilliant. 
(Hoarder’s  Special:  10  for  $145;  100  for  $1,395) 
$17  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $26  (Hoarder’s  Special: 
10  for  $225)  •  MS-65.  Brilliant.  (Hoarder’s 
Special:  10  for  $420),  or  purchase  a  single  coin 
for . 49.00 

1944- 0:  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $14  •  MS-63.  Brilliant. 
$19  (Hoarder’s  Special:  10  for  $160)  •  MS-64. 
Brilliant.  $27  (Hoarder’s  Special:  10  for  $235) 
•  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant.  $45  *  MS-65.  Brilliant. 
$49  •  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant.  (Hoarder’s  Special: 
10  for  $850),  or  buy  a  single  coin  for  ...99.00 

1944-S:  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $14  (Hoarder’s  Special: 
10  for  $110)  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $16  (Hoarder’s 
Special:  10  for  $130)  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $31  • 
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Coin  Quiz 

Numismatic  Personalities 
by  Q.  David  Bowers 


7.  A  banker  by  profession,  this  person  began 
coin  dealing  in  Connecticut,  later  moving  to  New 
York  City  and  becoming  associated  with  the  Scott 
Stamp  &  Coin  Company.  In  the  1930s  he  was 
instrumental  in  licensing  the  production  of  album 
pages  from  M.L.  Beistle  of  Shippensburg,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  under  which  franchise  he  created  “National” 
and  other  albums.  In  1934  he  launched  the  Stan¬ 
dard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins,  which  quickly 
took  its  place  as  the  most  consulted  reference  on 
American  coinage. 


a.  Wayte  Raymond 

b.  Spencer  M.  Clark 

c.  Elmer  Sears 

d.  Kenneth  E.  Bressett 


his  issue’s  coin  quiz  deals  with  numismatic 
personalities  from  yesteryear  and  today. 
See  how  many  you  can  identify  correctly. 
Answers  are  given  at  the  end. 


a.  William  Gibbs 

b.  Robert  W.  Julian 

c.  Charles  Anthon 

d.  Leander  Gage 


1.  This  individual  began  publishing  Numis¬ 
matic  News  in  1952,  not  anticipating  that  this 
would  be  the  foundation  of  a  vast  publishing  em¬ 
pire  which  by  1992  would  employ  hundreds  of 
people  and  be  the  leading  business  in  lola,  Wiscon¬ 
sin. 


5.  This  person  has  worn  many  numismatic  hats 
over  the  years,  including  working  with  Numismatic 
News,  serving  as  editor  of  The  Numismatist,  being 
executive  director  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  for  about  20  years,  and,  now,  president 
of  the  ANA. 


8.  When  a  list  is  compiled  of  individuals  who 
have  profoundly  influenced  the  rare  coin  business, 
this  person,  a  founder  of  and  leading  spokesman 
for  PCGS,  will  surely  be  included. 

a.  Abe  Kosoff 

b.  David  Hall 

c.  Frank  Katich 

d.  James  F.  Ruddy 

9.  The  winner  of  more  Heath  Literary  Award 
honors  than  any  other  individual  in  history,  this 
person  has  sponsored  a  numismatic  museum  in  St. 
Louis  and  has  written  standard  reference  works  on 
early  American  coins,  including  Virginia  halfpennies 
and  Continental  “dollars.” 


a.  Lucinda  A.  Field 

b.  Robert  Newport 

c.  William  T.  Marvin 

d.  Chester  Krause 

2.  Beginning  in  the  early  1950s  this  person, 
formerly  associated  with  the  New  Netherlands 
Coin  Company,  created  a  style  of  auction  catalogu¬ 
ing  which  furnished  interesting  numismatic  infor¬ 
mation  to  the  reader  and  at  the  same  time  provided 
a  wealth  of  technical  details.  Now  retired,  this 
person  moved  west  a  few  years  ago. 

a.  Adam  Eckfeldt 

b.  Henry  Grunthal 

c.  John  J.  Ford,  Jr. 

d.  Enid  Bell 

3.  Bom  in  Russia  in  1884,  he  came  to  the  United 
States  and  among  his  first  professional  occupations 
was  a  shoe  clerk. 

By  1903  he  hung  out  his  shingle  as  a  rare  coin 
dealer,  but  on  a  part  time  basis  for  it  wasn’t  enough 
to  pay  the  bills.  Later,  he  went  on  to  handle  many 
notable  properties,  including  the  Ten  Eyck  and 
Dunham  collections. 

a.  B.  Max  Mehl 

b.  Leland  Howland 

c.  Oliver  Porter 

d.  Richard  S.  Yeoman 

4.  A  staff  writer  for  a  leading  numismatic 
periodical,  this  person  in  1992  wrote  a  serial  biog¬ 
raphy  of  Adolph  A.  Weinman.  Several  years  ago  his 
study  of  Indians  on  American  numismatic  items 
was  reprinted  in  our  own  Rare  Coin  Review. 


a.  Ken  Hallenbeck 

b.  Ed  Rochette 

c.  Adna  Wilde,  Jr. 

d.  John  Jay  Pittman 


6.  A  former  engraver  of  bank  notes  and  builder 
of  reed  organs,  this  gentleman,  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  has  a  varied  and  interesting  history.  He 
joined  the  staff  of  the  United  States  Mint  in  the 
1830s,  became  chief  engraver  upon  the  death  of 
William  Kneass,  and  went  on  to  design  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  coin  motif.  Together  with  James  B. 
Longacre,  today  he  is  remembered  as  one  of  the 
two  most  publicized  Mint  engravers  of  the  mid- 
19th  century. 


a.  George  C.  Evans 

b.  V.  Canadiensis 

c.  Christian  Gobrecht 

d.  Jacob  Perkins 


a.  Sylvester  Crosby 

b.  Archer  M.  Huntington 

c.  Eric  P.  Newman 

d.  Barclay  Head 

10.  A  popular  consumer  advocate  during  the 
last  investment  boom,  this  person  has  written 
several  books,  has  appeared  in  skits  for  the  Numis¬ 
matic  Literary  Guild,  and  has  conducted  several 
panels  at  ANA  conventions. 

a.  Scott  Travers 

b.  Barry  Cutler 

c.  Leonard  Forrer 

d.  Edwin  Welte 
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An  Appreciative  Letter  from  Ken  Merek 


The  following  letter  is  from  Ken  Merek: 

“Dear  Mark  Borckardt, 

“I  thought  I  would  write  a  few  words  to  thank 
you  and  everyone  else  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  for  the  two  Liberty  Seated  dimes  I 
recently  purchased  from  you.  Both  coins  are  not 
only  accurately  graded  according  to  the  ANA 
Grading  Guide  which  I  depend  on,  but  are  very 
choice  for  their  respective  grades. 

“Your  firm’s  attention  to  quality  in  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  the  coins  you  sell  is  truly  amazing  in 
today’s  world.  It  is  very  much  appreciated  and  it 


may  be  unique  among  numismatic  firms  these 
days. 

“I  have  mentioned  this  before,  but  it  bears 
repeating.  Your  firm  treats  even  a  ‘small’  collector 
like  me  with  the  same  respect  as  clients  who 
spend  a  lot  of  money,  and  your  insistence  on 
excellent  quality  extends  even  to  the  lowest  priced 
coins  you  sell.  I  appreciate  the  quality  and  service 
I  have  received  from  Bowers  and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies  since  I  began  my  interest  in  numismatics  in 
1987. 1  hope  to  be  ordering  from  you  many  years 
into  the  future.” 
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MS-64  FB.  Brilliant.  $49  •  MS-65.  Brilliant.  $35 
(Hoarder’s  Special:  10  for  $290)  •  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  $35  •  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant. 

$119  •  MS-66.  Brilliant . 79.00 

1945:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant. $17  (Hoarder’s Special:  lOfor 
$145)  •  MS-64.  BriUiant.  $29  (Hoarder’s  Special: 

10  for  $255)  •  MS-65.  Brilliant . 55.00 

1945-D:  •  MS-60.  $14  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $21 

(Hoarder’sSpecial:10for$175;100for$l,695) 

•  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $27  (Hoarder’s  Special:  10 

for  $245;  100  for  $2,350)  •  MS-65.  $49 
(Hoarder’s  Special:  10  for  $440)  •  MS-65  FSB. 
Brilliant.  (Hoarder’s  Special:  10  for  $650),  or 
buy  a  single  coin  for . 79.00 

1945-S:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $21  (Hoarder’s  Special: 
10  for  $175)  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $29  (Hoarder’s 
Special:  10  for  $255)  •  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant.  $39 

•  MS-65.  (Hoarder’s  Special:  10  for  $450),  or 


buy  a  single  coin  for . 52.00 

1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59.00 


Short  Set  of  Mercury  dimes,  1941-PDS  to 
1945-PDS.  MS-63  to  65,  one  of  each  date 
and  mintmark  (no  overdates  or  Micro  S) .  Housed 
in  a  custom  plastic  holder.  A  great  way  to  get  a 


start  on  a  nice  collection  of  this  attractive 
series! . 165.00 

_ Roosevelt  Dimes _ 

1949-S.  The  key  issue  in  the  Roosevelt  dime  series. 
•  MS-63.  $22  •  MS-65 . 45.00 

Tweiity-Cent  Pieces 

1875-S  AU-55.  Lightly  toned  in  pale  gold  and  sky 
blue.  A  nice  coin  for  a  type  set . 410.00 


1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Toned  in  deep  irides¬ 
cent  hues  over  highly  reflective  fields.  One  of 
just  600  Proofs  coined  this  year.  A  prize  for  the 
specialist . 4,350.00 


Quarter  Dollars 

_ Ca])pe(l  Bust  Quarters _ 

1 834  EF-45  (ANA  Cache) .  Steel  gray  toning.  Struck 
from  a  moderately  rotated  reverse  die. 195.00 

1835  VF-30.  Pleasing  for  the  grade . 120.00 

_ Liberty  Seated  Quarters _ 

1840- 0  No  Drapery.  EF-45.  Original  surfaces.  A 

scarce  issue . 345.00 

1841  AU-50  (ANA  Cache).  An  elusive  early 

Philadelphia  issue.  Relatively  low  mintage  of 
120,000  pieces.  Iridescent  blue  and  gold  toning 
highlights  on  lustrous  surfaces . 435.00 

1841- 0  VF-35 . 135.00 

1842  Large  Date.  VF-20.  Nice  for  the  grade,  with 

splashes  of  pale  blue  iridescence  on  the  sur¬ 
faces . 179.00 

1845  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  toned  in 
shades  of  pale  lavender.  No  branch  mint  coin¬ 
age  occurred  in  the  quarter  dollar  series  this 
year . 215.00 


The  1991  “America”  Medal 
by  Frank  Gasparro 

OEDER  YOUR  1991  “AMERICA”  MEDAL  TODAY 
FOE  ONLA"  $39.95!  DETAILS  BELOW. 


Each  piece  is  on  a  specially  polished  .999  fine  1- 
ounce  silver  planchet  and  has  gem  Proof  mirror 
fields  with  cameo  frosted  letters  and  devices,  a 
triumph  of  engraving  and  numismatic  art.  Each 
medal  is  slightly  larger  in  diameter  than  a  silver 
dollar.  Examples  of  the  “America”  medal  may  be 
ordered  by  check  or  credit  card  for  $39.95  each, 
subject  to  availability  and  to  a  limit  of  1,000 
total  production.  Limit:  10  medals  per  order. 
Include  $3  for  shipping  and  handling. 

Two  forthcoming  1992  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena  medals  by  Frank  Gasparro  have  been 
announced  and  can  be  ordered  now  at  a 
special  pre-issue  price.  These  are  as  follows: 
“America”  medal  in  silver,  as  preceding,  but 
with  1992  date.  $35. 

Christopher  Columbus  America  Discov¬ 
ery  medal  featuring  a  depiction  of  the  famous 
explorer.  1992  date.  $35. 

1992-dated  medals  will  be  shipped  early 
this  year. 

All  three  different  medals  can  be  ordered  for  a 
special  price  of  $100  plus  $3  postage  and  handling. 
Send  remittances  by  mail  to  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  Inc.,  Commemorative  Medal  Department, 
Box  1224-NR,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894,  or  toll-free 
for  credit  card  orders,  1-800-222-5993. 


rank  Gasparro,  former  Chief  Engraver  of 
the  United  States  Mint,  has  created  one  of 
his  finest  productions,  the  goddess 
“America”  now  available  in  her  full-length 
glorious  beauty  on  a  limited-edition  gem  Proof 
silver  medal.  America,  holding  an  olive  branch  for 
peace,  is  set  against  a  resplendent  background  of 
clouds,  rays,  and  stars.  The  initials  of  the  de¬ 
signer,  F.G.,  appear  prominently  at  the  lower 
right. 

Commissioned  by  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  Inc.,  the  reverse  die  is  the  standard 
Bowers  and  Merena  griffin  logotype  used  in 
their  illustrious  silver  art  medals  since  their 
inception  in  1983,  the  start  of  the  longest- 
running  continuous  series  of  medals  ever 
produced  by  any  professional  numismatist 
or  professional  numismatic  firm. 

It  has  been  the  successful  aim  of  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  to  create  medals  which 
are  truly  limited  in  production  and  distribution. 
No  more  than  1 ,000 1991  “America”  medals  will  be 
struck,  and  any  orders  over  this  amount  will  be 
returned  to  the  senders.  In  an  era  in  which  tens  of 
thousands  or  hundreds  of  thousands  of  medals  are 
produced  in  some  series,  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
pieces  are  remarkable  for  their  rarity. 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  86 


Page  19 


1847-0  EF-40.  A  popular  coin  from  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  Mint . 235.00 

1849-0  The  1849-0  is  perhaps  the  most  famous 
issue  of  its  era.  Rare  in  all  grades,  and  a  key  in 

the  series.  F-12 . 895.00 

1850  AU-50 . 325.00 

1851-0  F-12.  Steel  gray  surfaces . 425.00 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Nicely 

struck  with  pleasing  golden  toning . 575.00 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  F-15 . 45.00 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces 

with  pale  rose  toning.  A  very  nice  representa¬ 
tive  example  of  the  Without  Motto  typeof  this 
year . 975.00 

1858  MS-62.  Lustrous  with  smooth  satiny  sur¬ 
faces . 425.00 

1858- S  Rare.  F-12 . 175.00 

1859- 0  F-12  (ANA  Cache).  A  nice  popular  New 

Orleans  Mint  issue  in  quite  an  affordable  price 
range . 39.00 

1859- S  Rare.  VF-20 . 315.00 

1860- 0  AU-50.  Attractive  light  toning.  .395.00 
1865-S  VF-20  (ANA  Cache).  Just  41,000  pieces 

came  off  the  coinage  presses  at  San  Francisco 

this  year . 295.00 

1868  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  elusive  and  highly 
desirable  Philadelphia  issue,  particularly  at  the 
Mint  State  level.  One  of  just  29,400  pieces 
coined  for  general  circulation  this  year.  Frosty 
lavender  highlights  grace  reflective  surfaces. 
We  feel  that  it  is  considerably  underpriced  at 
just . 1,295.00 

As  of  the  February  1992  PCGS  Population  Report,  just  10 
examples  of  this  elusive  issue  have  been  graded  in  all  Mint  State 
grades! 

1871-CC  Good/ AG.  A  notable  rarity  in  the  se¬ 
ries,  one  of  just  10,890  pieces  coined  this  year. 
Complete  obverse  rim  details,  with  some  weak¬ 
ness  in  peripheral  details  on  the  reverse,  hence 
our  split  grade.  Desirable  in  all  states  of  preser¬ 


vation . 675.00 

1872  F-15 . 55.00 

1875  AU-50 . 135.00 

1876  AU-55 . 169.00 

1877-CC  VF-20.  Popular  CC  issue . 39.00 

1879  A  low-mintage  issue.  A  mere  13,600  quar¬ 
ter  dollars  were  struck  during  this  year.  VF- 
20 . 225.00 

1881  Only  12,000  business  strikes  were  made.  VF- 
30 . 250.00 


1882  Rare;  only  15,200  business  strikes  were  pro¬ 
duced.  F-15 . 190.00 

1888  AU-55.  One  of  10,001  business  strikes 

minted  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  this  year.  Very 
choice  for  the  grade,  with  outstanding  aesthetic 
appeal.  A  lustrous  piece,  with  iridescent  rose 
toning  highlights  on  the  obverse.  Here’s  an 
attractive  coin  that  you  will  be  delighted  to 
own . 495.00 

1889  Rare  low-mintage  issue.  EF-40.  Medium  gray 

surfaces  with  rainbow  iridescence  at  the  pe¬ 
riphery . 345.00 

1890  AU-58 . 450.00 

1891:  •  EF-45.  $85  •  AU-50.  Final  year  of  Liberty 

Seated  quarter  dollar  coinage.  Much  lustre 
remains . 125.00 


Hiirber  (Quarters 

1892  AU-55.  Type  II  reverse,  with  E  in  UNITED 
nearly  hidden  by  eagle’s  wingtip . 159.00 


On  the  Type  I  die  variefy  of  1892,  the  eagle’s  wingtip  is 
placed  so  that  all  of  the  serifs  of  the  E  in  UNITED  are  evident; 
the  Type  11  variety,  as  offered  here,  has  the  middle  serif  of  the 
E  in  UNITED  distinctly  covered  by  the  wingtip. 

1893  AU-50.  Lovely  iridescent  toning . 135.00 

1896-0  EF-40.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  scarce 
New  Orleans  Mint  issue.  Undervalued,  in  our 
opinion,  on  today’s  market.  Soft  silver  gray  and 
gold  toning  is  seen  over  attractive  fields.  Sig¬ 
nificant  traces  of  original  mint  lustre  can  be 


seen . 375.00 

1906-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 175.00 

1911  AU-55.  Lovely  cartwheel  lustre . 159.00 


1913- S  F-12.  Its  mintage  figure  of  only  40,000 

pieces  gives  the  1913-S  quarter  the  lowest 
production  figure  in  the  entire  Barber  quarter 
series.  Very  attractive,  with  a  minimum  of  cir¬ 
culation  marks  in  evidence  on  the  pleasing 
silver  gray  surfaces . 875.00 

1914  Proof-63  (PCGS) .  A  lovely  coin  with  many 

claims  to  an  even  higher  grade.  Deep  golden 
mirror  fields  enhance  the  frosty  golden  design 
details . 825.00 

1914- D  AU-55 . 145.00 

1915  MS-64.  A  pleasing  coin  with  opalescent 

gray  toning  highlights  and  delightful  cartwheel 
lustre.  Ideally  suited  for  inclusion  in  a  high- 
grade  type  set . 675.00 

1915- D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 195.00 

1915- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 165.00 

1916- D  AU-50.  Radiant  cartwheel  lustre  on  irides¬ 
cent  golden  surfaces . 135.00 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 


Choice  1916  Standing  Liberty  Quarter 

1916  Standing  Liberty.  MS-61 
(PCGS).  An  outstanding  for  the  grade,  with 
radiant  cartwheel  lustre  on  frosty  pale  golden 
surfaces.  Strong  central  design  details  are  in 
evidence.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this  desirable 
rarity.  Call  immediately  on  this  one,  as  qual¬ 
ity  examples  of  this  issue  seldom  remain  in 
stock  for  long . 4,495.00 

With  a  scant  mintage  of  just  52,000  pieces,  the  1916 
Standing  Liberty  quarter  has  the  second  lowest  mintage  figure 
of  all  20th-century  silver,  nickel,  and  copper  issues! 


25  Good  Reasons 
To  Buy  Your  Coins 
From  Bowers  &  Merena 

Our  book  selection:  “Buy  the 
book  before  the  coin”  the  saying 
goes — and  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  Inc.,  we  make  it  easy  to  do  just 
that.  We  have  always  believed  that  an  edu¬ 
cated  numismatist  is  our  best  customer,  so 
we  offer  literally  hundreds  of  books  for  sale 
in  our  Rare  Coin  Review.  To  top  it  all  off,  we 
offer  generous  discounts  on  our  books,  mak¬ 
ing  the  knowledge  they  contain  one  of  the 
best  bargains  in  numismatics  today!  See  our 
book  section  for  details  and  prices  on  some 
of  the  best  books  in  the  business. 


MS-65  1916  Standing  Liberty  Quarter 


1916  Standing  Liberty.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

At  the  recent  Florida  United  Numismatists  show 
in  Orlando,  Dave  bought  this  beauty  from  Hugh 
Sconyers,  who  said  it  was  the  nicest  one  he  ever 
saw  in  this  grade,  and  Dave  quickly  agreed. 
There  are  1916  quarters  and  there  are  1916 
quarters,  and  all  are  rare.  But  this  great  coin, 
well  struck  and  with  delicate  toning,  is  top  of 
the  line — one  of  the  very  finest  known  to  exist. 
If  you  want  quality  and  rarity  combined,  to¬ 
gether  with  one  of  the  most  aesthetically  pleas¬ 
ing  Standing  Liberty  quarters  we’ve  ever  seen  of 


any  date,  call  for  this  one!  . 14,995.00 

1917  Type  I:  •  AU-50.  Satiny  Surfaces.  $115  • 
AU-55 . 125.00 


Attractive  1918/7-S  Overdate  Quarter 


1918/7-S  VF-35.  Another  of  our  best  buys  from 
a  recent  buying  trip,  this  lovely  overdate  quar¬ 
ter,  the  key  issue  in  the  series,  combines  sharp¬ 
ness  and  relatively  high  grade  with  a  reason¬ 
able  price.  If  this  coin  is  on  your  want  list,  don’t 

hesitate  on  this  one!  . 3,895.00 

1918-S  VF-25 . 35.00 

1919:  •  VF-25.  $55  •  MS-64  (PCGS) .  Nicely  toned 

in  pale  golden  hues . 340.00 

1921  F-15 . 149.00 

1923  EF-40 . 42.00 

1926  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  brilliant, 
with  Full  Head  details  plainly  evident.  A  lovely 
coin  for  the  Standing  Liberty  quarter  enthusi¬ 
ast . 450.00 

1926-D  MS-63.  Partial  head.  Brilliant  with  de¬ 
lightful  cartwheel  lustre . 495.00 


1926-S  MS-64.  A  scarce  and  highly  elusive  issue 
in  the  series.  This  coin  is  superb.  Better  than 
average  strike  with  some  of  Miss  Liberty’s  head 
present.  Full  mint  frost  and  satinlike  lustre  add 
aesthetic  appeal  to  the  piece.  A  prize  for  the 
quality-conscious  collector  who  appreciates  that 
the  1926-S  in  this  grade  is  one  of  the  very  most 
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This  &  Tliat 

News  and  Notes 
From  Around  the  World 


19TH-CENTURY  SENTIMENTS  as  seen  on  a 
sheet  of  uncut  stickers,  circa  1850,  suitable  for 
sealing  in  a  Valentine;  “The  Wealth  of  a  Cottage  Is 
Love,”  “A  Place  in  My  Memory  Dearest,”  “That 
Thou  Art  Lovely,  Who’ll  Deny,”  “Come,  Oh!  Come 
With  Me,”  “Forget  and  Forgive,”  “Tarry  Not,”  “In 
Hope  I  am  Happy,”  “All’s  Well  That  Ends  Well,”  “Tis 
the  Heart  Gives  Value  to  Words,”  “Do  You  Ever 
Think  of  Me?,”  “A  Letter  Softens  the  Pain  of  Ab¬ 
sence,”  and  “As  Innocent  as  a  Lamb.”  (From  The 
Ephemera  Journal) 

★  ★  ★ 

4 

CONGRATULATIONS  to  our  own  Ray  Me- 
rena  for  his  recent  election  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  the  lead¬ 
ing  organization  of  rare  coin  dealers.  Ray  looks 
forward  with  enthusiasm  to  his  two-year  term  of 
office. 

★  ★  ★ 

DAVID  GANZ  said  it  in  a  recent  issue  of  his  The 
Coin  Market  Insider’s  Report:  “Extraordinary  book, 
the  two-volume  ANA  Centennial  History,  written  by 
Q.  David  Bowers,  a  truly  extraordinary  work.  His 
next  accomplishments:  A  massive  history  of  com- 
memoratives  [Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia]  that  is  destined  to 
be  the  classic  of  the  field  for  years  to  come .”  Thank 
you,  David. 

★  *  ★ 

COIN  PHOTOGRAPHY  circa  1900:  “Accord¬ 
ing  to  John  Pittman,  turn  of  the  century  photogra¬ 
phy  was  often  performed  with  the  coin  immersed 
in  water.  He  recalled  duplicating  this  process  with 
William  Clark,  assistant  curator  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  by  placing  coins  in  a  shallow 
pan  just  topped  off  with  water.  The  coins  were  then 
shot  outdoors  in  natural  sunlight  with  an  old  box 
camera.  The  result  produced  an  evenness  of  tex¬ 
ture  and  avoided  glares  and  shadows.  This  method 
is  not,  however,  recommended  for  photographing 
books.”  (From  The  Asylum,  Journal  of  the  Numis¬ 
matic  Bibliomania  Society,  Summer  1991). 

★  *  * 

THEFT  REPORTED:  “Ringling  Brothers 
Barnum  &  Bailey  Circus  reported  the  theft  of  nearly 
two  tons  of  elephant  dung  in  Washington,  DC.  .  . 
The  pachyderm  poop — representing  two  week’s 
output  from  16  elephants — was  to  be  distributed  to 
farmers  and  gardeners.  The  circus  wouldn’t  put  a 


value  on  the  filched  fertilizer,  but  said  the  el¬ 
ephants  were  busy  replacing  it.”  (From  USA  Today) 
★  ★  ★ 

BOB  KORVER,  writing  in  The  Certified  Coin 
Dealer  Newsletter,  had  this  to  say:  “The  rare  coin 
market  of  the  nineties  is  developing  along  two 
themes.  The  key  concept  of  buyers  inspecting  the 
coins  to  evaluate  appeal  is  as  old  a  theme  as  one  can 
find  in  numismatics.  Still,  when  a  potential  buyer 
falls  in  love  with  a  coin,  there  remains  a  question  of 
value.  Computers  are  useful  in  disseminating  pro¬ 
digious  quantities  of  pricing  information,  but  the 
information  that  comes  out  so  rapidly  is  only  as 
good  as  the  information  that  goes  in.  And  comput¬ 
ers  can  do  very  little  to  help  a  buyer  decide  whether 

he  finds  the  coin  appealing.” 

*  ★  ★ 

IN  HIS  RECENT  CATALOGUE  OF  THE 
BAY  SALE,  Fred  Lake  had  this  to  say  about  our 
auction  catalogues  (under  Lot  A42):  “(They  are) 
some  of  the  most  masterfully  done  catalogues  to  be 
found  in  numismatics. 

They  are  unmatched  for 
depth  of  description, 
beautiful  photography 

and  content.” 

★  *  * 

FROM  TIME  TO 
TIME  we  have  men¬ 
tioned  the  Liberty  Seated 
Collectors  Club,  a  non¬ 
profit  organization  dedi¬ 
cated  to  Liberty  Seated 
coins  from  half  dimes  to 
dollars.  Recently  in  our  mailbox  we  found  Collec¬ 
tive  Volume  Numbers,  a  469-page  hardbound  book 
consisting  of  selected  articles  from  The  Gobrecht 
Journal.  It’s  a  great  book,  and  any  Rare  Coin  Review 
readers  who  are  interested  in  getting  one,  or  learn¬ 
ing  about  the  LSCC,  are  advised  to  contact  the 
president  of  the  group,  John  W.  McCloskey,  5718 

King  Arthur  Drive,  Kettering,  OH  45429. 

*  ★  ★ 

KEITH  ZANER,  in  a  recent  issue  of  Coin 
World,  noted  the  following  (among  other  things)  in 
his  “Trends”  column:  “Attractive  opportunities  con¬ 
tinue  to  exist  for  rare  coins  at  current  price  levels. 
This  is  not  to  say  that  even  at  these  levels  prices 
cannot  go  down  even  more.  However,  the  levels  at 


which  many  coins  are  trading  at  today  make  invest¬ 
ing  in  or  collecting  some  coins  very  desirable.  .  . 
The  fact  is,  common  date  type  coins  grading  MS-63 
and  higher  are  attractively  priced  compared  to 
several  years  ago.  Areas  in  which  the  opportunities 
exist  for  common  dates  include  MS-63  and  MS-64 
red  and  brown  Coronet  half  cents.  Coronet  cents 
grading  MS-60,  MS-63,  and  MS-64. . .  Indian  cents 
grading  MS-64  red  and  brown,  and  two-cent  coins 
in  attractive  red  and  brown  MS-64.  Other  areas  of 
opportunity  can  be  found  among  common-date, 
copper-nickel  and  silver  coins  ....  Gold  coins 
represent  really  excellent  values  now.  .  .  .  Thus, 
many  collectors  and  investors  are  adding  these 

coins  to  their  portfolios  at  current  levels.” 

*  *  * 

AN  INTERESTING  QUOTE  from  Howard  B. 
Gotlieb,  the  director  of  special  collections  at  Boston 
University s  Mugar  Memorial  Library:  ‘The  human 
animal  is  a  saver  by  nature.  I’m  suspicious  of  people 
who  collect  nothing.  It  shows  a  lack  of  interest  in 
life  in  general.”  (From  the  Boston  Sunday  Globe 
Magazine.) 

★  ★  * 

AN  1803  SILVER  DOLLAR,  possibly  actu¬ 
ally  struck  in  1804  (for  the  reported  original  mint¬ 
age  of  1 804  dollars  almost  certainly  involved  pieces 
dated  1803),  a  beautiful  Uncirculated  example  of 
the  B-5  variety,  is  the  apple  of  David  Pelz’s  eye. 
David,  a  long-term  client,  lent  the  piece  to  COINage 
magazine  who  featured  it  on  the  cover  of  the 
November  1991  issue,  under  the  title  of  “Is  This 
The  Real  1804  Dollar?”  Congratulations,  David,  in 

getting  a  true  numismatic  prize. 

★  ★  ★ 

SOME  DETECTIVE  WORK  MAY  BE 
NEEDED  to  figure  out  who  thought  of  this  first, 
but  we  couldn’t  help  but  be  amused  by  a  new 
Agatha  Christie  book,  entitled  The  New  Bedside, 
Bathtub  andArmchair  Companion  to  Agatha  Christie. 
It  reminded  us  of  our  own  Numismatist’s  Bedside 
Companion — but  we  have  no  current  plans  to  issue 

a  Numismatist’s  Bathtub 
Companion,  or  an  Arm¬ 
chair  Companion. 

★  ★  ★ 

PRICES  50  YEARS 
AGO:  The  following  quo¬ 
tation  is  a  letter  from 
Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Rare 
Coin  Review  reader 
Hunter  R.  Hilton,  who  to¬ 
day  at  the  age  of  82  is  as 
interested  in  coins  as 
ever:  “Dear  Mr.  Hilton.  If 
you  want  early  cents  in  Uncirculated  condition  you 
will  have  to  pay  stiff  prices  for  them.  Nobody  can 
furnish  such  cents  cheap.  I  sold  a  perfect  1793  cent 
once  for  $530  at  auction  sale,  so  there’s  no  use 
talking  about  an  Uncirculated  1 793  cent  unless  you 
have  $150  anyhow  for  it.  Collectors  are  too  fussy 
and  they  would  get  much  farther  if  they  weren’t  so 
exacting  about  condition.  An  Extremely  Fine  coin 
is  good  enough  for  me. ...  No  lists,  prices  change, 
nobody  can  issue  lists  except  at  enormous  retail 
prices  today  as  prices  change  overnight.  Yours 
truly,  THOMAS  L.  ELDER  (signed). 

P.S.:  “A  Very  Fine  1793  cent  I  offer  for  only 
$33.50.  Very  cheap.  Very  cheap  bargain,  you  can’t 
buy  them  for  less.” 
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Tom  Elder’s  return  address  at  the  time  was  P.O. 
Box  1116,  Greenville,  South  Carolina. 

In  his  letter  of  transmittal,  Mr.  Hilton,  a  veteran 
of  collecting  for  over  a  half  century,  also  stated  this: 
“The  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market  that  you 
sent  me  is  the  most  interesting  book  about  numis¬ 
matics  1  have  ever  read.  Thank  you  very  much.” 

★  ★  * 

HOBBIES  CAN  BE  PROFITABLE:  From  time 
to  time  various  organizations  within  coins  say  that 
running  conventions  is  not  profitable,  services 
should  be  cut  back,  etc.  We  are  happy  to  report  that 
in  the  related  field,  the  American  Theatre  Organ 
Society  (to  which  your  editor  has  belonged  for 
many  years;  I  am  the  owner 
of  a  very  small  Wurlitzer 
theatre  organ  built  circa 
1919)  had  in  attendance  of 
over  900  people  at  its  latest 
annual  convention,  held  in 
San  Francisco,  and  after  all 
was  said  and  done — an  all¬ 
day  multi-program  was  en¬ 
joyed  by  all  who  attended 
(which  did  not  include  your 
editor,  who  was  elsewhere 
at  the  time)  a  profit  of  $86,000  was  realized.  And 
yet,  no  one  buys  theatre  organs  for  investment, 
and,  in  fact,  the  investment  word  is  rarely  if  ever 
mentioned  at  conventions  and  collector  gather¬ 
ings.  The  get-togethers  are  for  pure  hobby  enjoy¬ 
ment — pure  fun.  Numismatists,  take  heed! 

*  ★  * 

SOMETHING  TO  PONDER:  Why  is  it  that 
we  can  enjoy  listening  to  a  favorite  piece  of  mu¬ 
sic — a  short,  popular  song  as  well  as  a  complete 
symphony — over  and  over  again,  year  in  and  year 
out,  without  tiring  of  it;  while  at  the  same  time  we 
can  enjoy  having  a  photograph  on  our  desks,  or  a 
picture  on  the  wall  which  is  looked  at  day  in  and 
day  out  for  a  long  period  of  time.  However,  put 
aural  and  visual  things  together — such  as  a  cartoon 
or  sound  movie — and  there  is  no  way  that  we 
would  want  to  see  it  once  a  month  for  the  next  two 
years  or  three  years  or  10  years.  Why  is  it  that  treats 
to  the  ear  have  a  long  life-span  and  treats  to  the 
eyes  do  as  well,  but  the  combination  of  both  is 
tiring  more  quickly? 

*  *  * 

TONY  CETERA,  a  client  in  Japan,  sent  us  an 
article  from  the  Mianichi  Daily  News  noting  that  in 
Switzerland  a  dress  worn  by  Marilyn  Monroe  in  the 
1954  western  film  River  of  No  Return  was  auctioned 
for  the  equivalent  of  $41,000  U.S.  dollars.  Tony 
then  wrote:  “Even  though  coin  prices  are  down,  I 
just  bought  a  very  beautiful  1883-CC  $10  piece  for 
$1,595 — a  great  value.  Coins  are  still  underpriced 
compared  to  other  forms  of  old  art  such  as  old 
Japanese  Imari  porcelain,  ukiyoe  (wood  block 
prints),  Chinese  porcelain,  old  ivory  carvings,  etc. 
Also,  the  chances  of  dresses,  paintings,  and  the  like 
being  imitations  are  rather  great,  but  when  I  buy 
coins  from  you  I  know  I  will  never  get  an  imitation 

coin.  Best  wishes  and  success  in  1992.” 

★  ★  ★ 

A  MINOR  POINT  CONCERNING  GEO¬ 
GRAPHICAL  SPELLING:  “Pittsburg  was  the  of¬ 
ficial  spelling  for  that  western  Pennsylvania  town 
between  the  years  1890  and  1911.  Pittsburgh  lost 
the  ‘h’  in  its  spelling  when  the  U.S.  Board  of 


Geographic  Names  decided  in  1890  that  all  towns 
ending  in  ‘burgh”  would  henceforth  end  in  ‘g.’ 

“Years  of  complaints  by  city  residents  moved 
the  board  to  reverse  its  decision,  and  Pittsburg  got 
back  its  ‘h’in  1911”  (homthe  Antique  Bottle  &  Glass 
Collector). 

ie  ie  ie 

THE  MORE  THINGS  CHANGE  the  more 
they  stay  the  same — the  following  is  from  a  Trea¬ 
sury  news  release:  “United  States  Mint  changes 
dating  of  American  Eagle  from  Roman  to  Arabic 
numerals.”  The  item  went  on  to  say  that  a  “more 
readable  coin  seen  as  more  appealing  to  consum¬ 
ers”  and  that  to  change  will  “make  the  Eagle  easier 
to  read  and  more  attractive 
for  gift  type  giving.”  The 
United  States  has  used  Ro¬ 
man  numerals  a  couple  of 
other  times  in  its  history,  in 
1907  (MCMVII)  which  did 
not  last  even  a  year  before 
the  regular  1907  date  was 
used  in  its  place,  and  again 
for  the  short-lived  issue  of 
$50  commemorative  gold 

coins  in  1915  (MCMXV). 

★  ★  ★ 

NOT  A  TESTIMONIAL:  The  following  is  ex¬ 
cerpted  from  a  letter  from  “S.  McDuc,”  which  we 
presume,  means  “Scrooge  McDuck,”  the  Disney 
character,  as  a  return  address  is  given  of  Anaheim, 
California — the  writer  did  not  want  to  sign  his  real 
name.  In  the  past  we  received  quite  a  few  nice 
comments  about  the  book  The  Centennial  History  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association,  so  it  is  only 
fair  that  we  reprint  this  excerpt,  which  takes  a 
diametrically  opposed  view:  “Who  is  the  book  for? 
The  ANA  and  its  members,  or  was  it  free  advertis¬ 
ing  for  Mr.  Bowers,  I  would  like  to  know.  As  far  as 
I  care  about  this  book,  it  will  replace  the  Sears 

catalogue  in  my  outhouse!” 

*  *  * 

MARK  GLAZER  wrote  the  following:  “I  or¬ 
dered  from  you  and  just  finished  reading  The 
Numismatist’s  Bedside  Companion  and  found  it 
most  enjoyable  reading!  I  will  be  passing  it  on  to  a 
collector  friend  of  mine.”  Another  reader,  a  dealer 
from  California,  wrote  about  the  same  book:  “I 
gave  as  a  gift  a  copy  of  The  Numismatist’s  Bedside 
Companion  to  a  non-collecting  neighbor  of  mine. 
He  read  it,  bought  three  more  books,  and  is  now 
starting  a  coin  collection.  You  and  others  are  per¬ 
fectly  right  when  you  say  that  reading  about  coins 

gets  people  interested  in  them!” 

•*■  *  * 

AN  INTERESTING  question  from  Albert  S. 
Garezynski  of  Philadelphia:  On  which  U.S.  coin 
does  the  motto  “E  Pluribus  Unum”  appear  twice? 
The  answer:  On  the  reverse  of  the  Mount  Rushmore 
silver  commemorative  dollar,  designed  by  Frank 
Gasparro.  It  appears  in  the  “Great  Seal”  and  above 

the  words  “One  Dollar.” 

*  *  ★ 

A  NOTE  from  Russell  MacKendrick,  numis¬ 
matic  writer,  commented  on  a  recent  listing  of  ours 
offering  coins  slabbed  in  “ANA  cache”  holders — 
and  wondered,  humorously,  whether  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  did  indeed  maintain  a 
cache  or  hoard  of  coins.  This  brings  up  the  question 
of  the  pronunciation  of  “cache.”  We  have  always 


pronounced  it  similar  to  “cash,”  but  some  others 

have  pronounced  it  as  “catch”  or  “caysh.” 

★  *  ★ 

CURT  WOOD,  a  Rare  Coin  Review  reader, 
suggests  that  with  so  many  new  coin  grades,  there 
should  be  provision  made  for  additional  grades  for 
pieces  “worn  down  below  About  Good,  and  below 
Fair,  and  even  down  below  Poor.”  He  suggests  that 
AE  could  stand  for  “Almost  Extant,”  that  ON  could 
stand  for  “Oh,  No!”,  and  finally,  BB,  “the  lowest 
possible  grade  in  all  of  numismatics,  would  repre¬ 
sent  ‘Bye  Bye.’  ”  Curt,  why  don’t  you  forward  your 
suggestions  to  the  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion  for  inclusion  in  their  next  “Grading  Guide?” 

Just  kidding,  of  course! 

★  *  ★ 

SAM  LUKES  wrote  to  say  that  on  the  popular 
television  quiz  program.  Jeopardy,  a  contestant 
was  asked:  “What  is  the  name  of  the  figure  who 
appears  on  the  10-cent  piece  prior  to  the  Roosevelt 
dime?”  Sam  stated  that  the  contestant  correctly 
answered  that  Liberty  was  represented,  which,  of 
course,  most  numismatists  know.  However,  he  was 
told  on  the  game  show  that  the  correct  answer 
should  have  been  “Mercury”  and  that  Liberty  was 
incorrect.  Sam  wrote  to  the  producers  of  the  show, 
quoting  from  one  of  our  books.  United  States  Dimes, 
which  states  the  following:  “The  issue  was  not 
intended  to  represent  Mercury,  the  messenger  of 
mythology  with  wings  on  his  feet,  but  to  represent 
an  allegorical  figure  of  Miss  Liberty  with  wings  on 
her  head,  to  illustrate  ‘liberty  of  thought.’  The 
design  superficially  resembled  that  of  Mercury,  at 
least  the  public  made  this  connection.”  The  powers 
that  be  at  Jeopardy  wrote  back  to  say  that  they 
should  have  checked  further,  errors  sometimes 
happen,  but  in  any  event  the  contestant  would  not 
have  gone  further  anyway  (an  answer  which  Sam 
Lukes  found  a  bit  hard  to  believe).  Readers  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  may  rightly  remember  a  few 
issues  ago  when  we  showed  a  picture  of  Kathy  H. 
Fuller,  of  The  Johns  Hopkins  University,  who  was 
also  a  Jeopardy  contestant,  and  who  was  given  a 
second  chance  after  the  show  called  her  right 
answer  wrong.  Perhaps  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  should  send  the  producers  oi  Jeopardy 

a  membership  application. 

*  *  ★ 

ANGUISHED  ENGLISH:  An  interesting  col¬ 
lection  of  signs  in  foreign  countries,  resulting  from 
a  flawed  knowledge  of  English. 

In  a  Japanese  hotel  room:  Please  to  bathe  inside 
the  tub. 

In  a  Paris  hotel  elevator:  Please  leave  your 
values  at  the  front  desk. 

In  a  Belgrade  hotel  elevator:  To  move  the  cabin, 
push  button  for  wishing  floor.  If  the  cabin  should 
enter  more  persons,  each  one  should  press  a  num¬ 
ber  of  wishing  floor.  Driving  is  then  going  alpha¬ 
betically  by  national  order. 

In  a  Leipzig  elevator:  Do  not  enter  the  lift 
backwards,  and  only  when  lit  up. 

In  a  Yugoslavian  hotel:  The  flattening  of  under¬ 
wear  with  pleasure  is  the  job  of  the  chambermaid. 

In  a  hotel  in  Athens:  Visitors  are  expected  to 
complain  at  the  front  office  between  the  hours  of  9 
and  1 1  am  daily. 

(Thanks  to  Cheri  Lemons  for  sending  us  this 
column  from  MIND,  the  newsletter  of  Indiana 
Mensa.) 
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difficult  coins  to  locate  among  Standing  Liberty 
quarters  of  this  era . 1,895.00 

1928- S  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  just  a  whisper  of  light 

golden  toning  at  the  rims . 215.00 

1929  MS-63.  Satiny  surfaces . 219.00 

1929- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 475.00 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre . 315.00 

1930  MS-63  FH  (PCGS).  A  well-struck,  fully  bril¬ 

liant  example  of  the  final  year  of  issue  in  the 
series . 325.00 

Washiiij^ton  (Quarters 


1932-D  Key  low-mintage  issue:  •  EF-40.  $165  • 
AU-50.  $295  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  Brilliant. 

$995  •  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995.00 

1932-S  Key  low-mintage  issue:  •  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  $595  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
fields  are  toned  in  attractive  soft  iridescent 
hues.  Well  struck.  A  splendid  and  particularly 

beautiful  coin . 995.00 

1934  Light  Motto.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 29.00 

The  Light  Motto  (motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  in  low  relief) 
was  used  on  all  issues  of  1932  and  on  Philadelphia  Mint  issues 
early  in  1934. 

1934  Heavy  Motto.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69.00 

1934-D  MS-65  (NGC) . 1,125.00 

1936-D:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $325  •  MS- 
63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  $365  •  MS-64  (NGC). 
Brilliant . 525.00 

SPECIAL  NOTE:  We  recently  bought  a  small  group  (fewer 
than  a  dozen  pieces)  of  hand-picked  MS-63  and  MS-64  NGC- 
certified  1936-D  quarters.  Each  is  very  brilliant  and  frosty  and 
is  an  outstanding  specimen  of  its  grade.  The  rarity  of  the  1936- 
D  quarter  in  Mint  State  is  due  to  the  fact  that  in  1936  most 
investors  were  preoccupied  with  the  great  commemorative  half 
dollar  craze,  and  the  1936-D  quarter  was  overlooked.  The  late 
Lee  F.  Hewitt,  proprietor  of  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  maga¬ 
zine,  related  that  when  collectors  began  searching  for 
Uncirculated  1936-D  coins  a  few  years  later,  they  found  that 
few  were  to  be  had. 

1936-S:  •  MS-63.  $90  •  MS-64  (NGC).  Rich  golden 

toning.  $149  •  MS-64.  Brilliant . 149.00 

1938  MS-65  (PCGS)  A  brilliant  gem  with  a  hint  of 
golden  toning . 129.00 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 69.00 

1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 85.00 

1941- D  MS-64.  Frosty  surfaces . 34.00 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1942- D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1942-S  MS-60..  Brilliant . 49.00 

1944-D:  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $9  •  MS-63.  Brilliant. 

$13  •  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24.00 

1944-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 9.00 

1948- S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  (Hoarder’s  Special:  10  for 

$110),  or  buy  a  single  coin  for . 13.00 

1949:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $25  (Hoarder’s  Special: 
10  for  $220)  •  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29.00 

1949- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 13.00 

1950  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  reflective  sur¬ 
faces . 85.00 

1950- D/S  AU-50  (ANA  Cache).  With  frosty  mint 

lustre . 285.00 

1950-S/D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  mint  lustre. 
Fully  brilliant.  A  scarce  and  desirable  issue 


among  Washington  quaiter  collectors.  695.00 


1950-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14.00 

1953  Proof-63 . 20.00 


Half  Dollars 

Draiied  Bust  Half  Dollars 


Rare  1796  16  Stars  50c 


1796  16  Stars.  F-12.  A  problem-free 
example  of  this  rare  variety  with  16  obverse 
stars.  Fields  are  toned  medium  gray  with  irides¬ 
cent  highlights.  The  design  elements  exhibit 
bold  definition  for  the  grade,  and  the  fields  and 
devices  are  completely  free  of  adjustment  marks. 
An  important  opportunity  to  obtain  an  excep¬ 
tional  coin  at  this  grade  level . 17,500.00 

The  shift  from  a  1 5-star  obverse  die  to  a  1 6-star  obverse  die 
occurred  about  the  time  that  Tennessee  was  admitted  to  the 
Union  as  the  16th  state. 


1806  6  over  inverted  6.  VG-7 . 215.00 

1806  Pointed  6.  No  stem.  Overton-109.  F-15 

(PCGS).  Struck  from  a  slightly  rotated  reverse 
die . 245.00 

1807  Bust  Right.  F-12 . 195.00 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1807  0-112.  50/20.  VG-10 . 95.00 

1809  VF-35.  Lustrous  for  the  grade . 175.00 

1814  0-103.  AU-55.  Most  original  mint  lustre 
still  remains.  A  lovely  example . 695.00 


Rare  1815/2  Overdate  50c 


1815/2  0-101.  EF-45  (ANA  Cache).  A 

very  attractive  specimen  of  the  key  issue  in  the 
Capped  Bust  series.  Especially  sharp  and  well 
struck.  Pleasing  light  gray  fields  with  hints  of 
gold . 4,795.00 

1824  0-113.  VF-30 . 75.00 

1827:  •  0-130,  Rarity-4,  VF-30.  $75  •  VF-35.  0-105. 

$65  •  Square  Base  2.  0-118.  AU-50 . 295.00 

1829  •  VF-20.  $55  •  AU-50  (PCGS).  0-115.  Irides¬ 
cent  blue  and  gold  halos  at  the  rims.  ..275.00 


1830  0-103.  VF-20 . 55.00 

1831  AU-50.  Attractive  lavender  highlights  on  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces . 325.00 


1831:  •  VF-25.  $59  •  AU-55.  $350  •  0-103.  MS- 
63.  Lovely,  full  mint  lustre  complements  satin¬ 
like  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  central  motifs. 
Brilliant,  with  light  golden  toning. ...  1,495.00 
1832:  •  0-107.  AU-50  (ANA  Cache).  $215.  •  O- 


115.  AU-55 . 350.00 

1833  0-106.  AU-50 . 325.00 


1834:  •  EF-40.  $110  •  EF-45.  $129  •  0-114.  EF-45 
(PCGS).  $129  *  0-107  AU-50.  Pewter  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  gunmetal-blue  overtones.  ...295.00 
1835:  •  EF-40.  Rim  bump.  $79.  •  EF-40  (ANA 


Cache).  0-105 . 95.00 

1836  Lettered  Edge  VF-30 . 65.00 


Superb  1839-0  MS-64  Half  Dollar 


1 839-0  MS-64  (PCGS) .  If  you  were  to  ask 
Dave  Bowers  which  coins  were  his  favorites 
from  one  of  our  recent  buying  trips,  this  would 
be  right  in  the  front  row.  Over  the  years  we  have 
always  liked  1839-0  half  dollars  and  have 
bought  them  wherever  and  whenever  we  could . 
As  you  may  know,  the  vast  majority  of  this  issue 
are  in  Fine  to  EF  grade.  AU  coins  are  rare,  and 
a  piece  with  claim  to  MS-60  qualifies  as  a  major 
rarity.  The  present  coin,  a  dazzling  MS-64,  is 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence  and  even  puts 
in  the  shade  most  of  the  specimens  in  the  best 
specialized  collections.  The  last  one  we  saw 
offered  in  this  class  was  just  slightly  nicer  than 
this  one  and  was  priced  at  $75,000.  Buy  our 
coin  and  you  will  own  a  numismatic  classic,  a 
brilliant,  lustrous,  frosty  1839-0,  a  thing  of 
beauty  that  will  be  a  joy  forever.  ...  16,500.00 


Liberty  Sejited  Half  Dollars 

1840  Medium  Letters.  Breen-4747.  EF-45. 

A  very  sharp  specimen.  Light  silver  fields  with 

a  hint  of  attractive  toning . 875.00 

1841-0:  •  EF-45  (PCI).  $185  •  EF-45.  Attractively 
toned . 185.00 


Your  Satisfaction  is  Guaranteed! 
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Finest  Certified  1842-0  Small  Date 


1842-0  Small  Date.  AU-50  (PCGS).  As 
we  go  to  press,  here  is  the  finest  certified 
example  known  of  this,  one  of  the  great  and 
very  famous  rarities  in  the  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollar  series.  Indeed,  a  coin  in  just  Fine  grade 
would  be  a  rarity!  When  Dave  was  offered  this 
coin  during  his  recent  buying  trip  he  couldn’t 
believe  it.  For  the  advanced  connoisseur,  for 
the  buyer  who  appreciates  that  rare  combina¬ 
tion  of  fame,  rarity,  and  quality,  here,  indeed,  is 
a  superb  buy! . 9,850.00 

1846  Tall  Date.  AU-55  (PCI).  Called  “Medium 
Date”  on  the  PCI  holder,  but  surely  an  example 


of  the  scarcer  “Tall  Date”  variety  of  this  year. 

Sharp  and  brilliant.  A  good  value . 285.00 

1850  VF-30.  Scarce  issue.  Mostly  brilliant  sur¬ 
faces . 435.00 

1851-0:  •  F-15.  $65  •  VF-20 . 85.00 


1854-0  Arrows.  AU-50.  Sharp  and  brilliant  at  the 
centers,  with  pale  golden  halos  at  the  rims.  A 


perennial  favorite  with  type  collectors. 265. 00 
1855-S  Arrows  at  Date.  VG-8.  Very  attractive 
light  gray  surfaces.  Rare  in  all  grades.  One  of 
just  129,950  pieces  coined;  however,  the  rarity 
of  the  1855-S  is  significantly  greater  than  even 
the  low  mintage  might  suggest.  A  key  in  the 
series!  . 595.00 

1858- 0  EF-40 . 85.00 

1859- 0  EF-45 . 110.00 

1861  EF-45 . 110.00 

1861-0  AU-55.  A  brilliant  example  of  this  popular 

New  Orleans  issue.  A  splash  of  golden  toning  is 

noted  at  the  peripheries . 195.00 

1866  With  Motto.  EF-40.  The  first  year  the  motto 
“In  God  We  Trust”  appears  above  the  eagle  on 

the  reverse . 139.00 

1869  EF-40 . 125.00 

1870-S  VF-30 . 85.00 

1872-CC  Scarce  in  all  grades:  •  F-12.  $159  •  VF- 
20.  Attractive  light  gray  surfaces.  $325  •  EF-40 
(ANA  Cache).  Attractive  silver  gray  with  a 
whisper  of  light  golden  iridescence.  ...615.00 
1872-S  EF-40 . 235.00 

1873  Arrows  at  date.  Popular  two-year  design 

type.  EF-40.  Sharp,  lustrous,  and  attractive. 
Soft  pearl  gray  and  iridescent  hues . 245.00 

1874  Arrows.  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  with  just 

a  trace  of  peripheral  iridescent  toning.  Well- 
struck  central  elements  are  complemented  by 
mint  frost . 599.00 

1879  MS-63  (NGC).  A  very  desirable  half  dollar 
issue  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  one  of  just 
4,800  pieces  coined  for  general  circulation  this 


year.  Fully  brilliant  and  sharply  struck,  with 
reflective  fields  and  generous  amounts  of  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre  adding  to  the  overall  aesthetic 
appeal  of  the  piece . 1,495.00 

With  a  mintage  of  just  4,800  business  strikes  plus  1,100 
Proof  specimens,  the  1879  half  dollar  has  one  of  the  lowest 
production  figures  in  the  entire  half  dollar  series. 


1884  MS-64  (PCGS).  Beautiful  mint  brilliance 
and  frost.  Well-struck  design  elements  are  en¬ 
hanced  by  highly  lustrous  fields.  A  scarce  issue. 
Just  4,400  business  strikes  were  coined  this 
year . 2,995.00 

Barlier  Half  Dollars 

1892  AU-50.  First  year  of  Barber  half  dollar  coin¬ 
age,  and  the  first  of  21  issues  in  the  series  with 
mintages  of  less  than  one  million  pieces.  Fully 
brilliant,  with  just  a  hint  of  rubbing  on  the  high 
points.  An  elusive  issue  and  a  good  value.  In  our 
opinion,  many  Barber  half  dollar  varieties  are 
overlooked  in  the  current  market  and  are  much 
scarcer  than  their  prices  indicate . 295.00 


SPECIAL  OFFER  ON  A  COMPLETE  SET  OF 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 


s  we  go  to  press  we  have  just  16  sets  of 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars,  1941  through 
1947  complete,  one  of  each  date  and 
mintmark,  20  different  coins,  all  MS-65 
Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Each  coin  (in¬ 
cluding  the  rare  1941-S)  is  a  far  above  average 
example  and  was  hand-picked  for  its  grade,  lustre 
and  surface,  and  aesthetic  appeal.  Each  was  hand¬ 
picked  from  a  large  holding  of  ANACS,  NGC,  and 
PCGS  certified  coins.  If  you  want  quality,  this  set  is 
for  you!  And,  we  offer  you  a  set  for  a  very  special 
discount  price! 

A  Beautiful  Design! 

The  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  made  its  debut 
in  1916,  when  noted  artist  Adolph  A.  Weinman 
produced  a  motif  which  was  stunningly  beautiful, 
as  a  replacement  for  the  Barber  or  Liberty  Head 
coinage  which  had  been  used  from  1892  to  1915. 

Numismatists  and  the  public  alike  praised  the 
new  design  for  its  beauty.  The  annual  Mint  Report 
noted,  in  part: 

By  far  the  most  notable  achievement  of  the  Mint 
service  during  the  fiscal  year  1916  was  the 


1941  TO  1947 


selection... of  new  designs  for  the  dime,  quarter- 
dollar,  and  half-dollar  pieces.  For  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  our  coinage  there  are  separate  designs  for 
each  of  the  three  denominations,  and  their  beauty 
and  quality,  from  a  numismatic  standpoint,  have 
been  highly  praised  by  all  having  expert  knowledge  of 
such  matters  to  whom  they  have  been  shown. 


Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  were  produced 
from  1916  to  1947  inclusive. 

A  Very  Special  Offer! 

Especially  popular  with  buyers  today  are  the 
issues  which  comprise  a  “short  set,”  from  1941  to 
the  end  of  the  series  in  1947.  Such  a  set  contains 
one  each  of  the  following  varieties:  1941,  1941-D, 
1941-S,  1942, 1942-D,  1942-S,  1943, 1943-D,  1943- 
S,  1944,  1944-D,  1944-S,  1945,  1945-D,  1945-S, 
1946, 1946-D,  1946-S,  1947,  and  1947-D;  20  Gem 
Brilliant  Uncirculated  MS-65  coins  in  all,  each 
certified  by  ANACS,  NGC,  or  PCGS. 

Our  regular  prices  for  these  coins  total  $5,757, 
and  at  these  prices  such  coins  are  among  our  best 
sellers!  However,  by  ordering  a  complete  collec¬ 
tion  you  can  save  7%!  Your  special  net  price  is 
just  $5,354.  (Limit:  One  set  per  customer;  sorry, 
no  dealers).  Order  early,  for  just  16  sets  are  avail¬ 
able,  and  they  will  be  sold  on  a  first-come,  first 
served  basis. 

Call  1-800-222-5993  and  have  your  credit  card 
ready  for  instant  service! 
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1892-0  MS-64  (NGC).  One  obvious  thing  about 
the  1 892-0  half  is  its  very  low  mintage;  indeed, 
from  this  viewpoint  there  is  no  other  New 
Orleans  Barber  half  dollar  in  its  league,  not 
even  the  highly  prized  and  seldom-seen  (in 
high  grades)  1896-0  and  1897-0.  Add  to  this 
the  fact  that  this  coin  is  brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  very  attractive  light  toning,  and  you  have 
all  the  ingredients  for  a  centerpiece  to  your 
collection.  Probably  this  coin  would  sell  if  we 
asked  $500  more,  but  as  we  bought  this  as  part 
of  a  nice  group,  and  the  price  was  right,  we  pass 
the  savings  along  to  you . 2,395.00 

1892- S  An  important  key  issue  in  the  Barber  half 
dollar  series:  •  EF-40.  $435  •  EF-45.495.00 

1893  AU-55.  Brilliant . 360.00 

1893- 0  EF-45.  Silver  gray  with  gold  highlights. 
Mint  lustre  is  noted  in  protected  areas. 325. 00 

1904  AU-50 . 325.00 

1908  AU-50 . 325.00 

1911  MS-62  (NGC).  A  frosty,  fully  brilliant 
example  of  this  popular  issue.  Many  claims  to  a 
higher  grade,  and  ideally  suited  for  the  type  set 

enthusiast . 675.00 

1913-D  AU-50 . 335.00 

1913-S  AU-50.  Golden  toning  complements  lus¬ 
trous  fields.  Sharply  struck . 395.00 

1915  VF-30.  An  elusive,  actually  rare,  Philadel¬ 

phia  issue,  with  the  second  lowest  mintage 
figure  in  the  entire  Barber  half  dollar  series.  A 
few  scattered  marks  are  mentioned  for  accu¬ 
racy.  Your  complete  satisfaction  is  guaranteed, 
as  always . 255.00 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

In  1916  Adolph  A.  Weinman’s  beautiful  Liberty 
Walking  motif  replaced  the  Barber  design.  The  new 
half  dollar  was  highly  acclaimed  by  the  public  and 
numismatists  alike.  Ever  since  then  it  has  been  high 
on  the  popularity  parade  with  collectors.  Basically, 
we  have  found  that  these  are  among  the  most 
popular  ways  to  collect  the  series: 

1.  Build  a  collection  of  all  dates  and  mints  from 

1916  to  1947,  with  the  earlier  issues  1916-1929  in 
whatever  grades  you  can  afford,  and  later  pieces  in 
Mint  State. 

2.  Build  a  set  of  the  dates  and  mints  from  1933- 
S  to  the  end  of  the  series  in  1947,  in  Mint  State. 

3 .  Build  a  “short  set”  of  the  dates  and  mints  from 
1941  to  1947  in  Mint  State. 

We  recently  acquired  a  magnificent  group  of 
half  dollars  dated  in  the  1934-1947  years,  in  Mint 
State,  and  hand  picked  for  their  quality  and  beauty. 
Use  this  listing  as  an  ideal  way  to  start  a  collection 
of  these  popular  coins  or  to  add  to  a  collection  you 
already  have. 

1916  First  year  of  Adolph  A.  Weinman’s  beautiful 
design:  •  AU-55.  $230  •  MS-61.  Soft  golden 

toning  is  noted  over  lustrous  fields . 295.00 

1916-D  •  EF-45.  Mintmark  on  obverse,  as  are  all 


this  year.  $155  •  MS-63.  Satiny  surfaces  lightly 
toned  in  shades  of  pale  gold  and  rose.  395.00 

1916- S  (mintmark  on  obverse,  as  all  this  year):  • 

EF-45.  $595  •  MS-60.  Brilliant . 850.00 

1917:  •  AU-50.  $59  •  MS-62  (ANA  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant.  $165  •  MS-63  (ANA  Cache).  $245  •  MS- 
63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  $245  •  MS-64  (ANA Cache). 
Brilliant . 375.00 

1917- D  Obverse:  •  AU-50.  $215  •  AU-58.  A 

brilliant  coin.  $265  •  MS-62  (ANA  Cache) 
Brilliant . 625.00 

1917-D  Reverse:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  Beautiful 
satinlike  lustre  complements  well-struck  de¬ 
vices.  Toned  in  soft  champagne  hues.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  example  of  the  issue.  $1,250  •  MS-63 
(ANA  Cache).  Brilliant . 1,250.00 

1917-S  Obverse.  EF-40.  Oneofnine  coins  in  the 
series  with  less  than  one  million  pieces  coined. 
Its  low  mintage  is  just  one  sixth  that  of  its 
reverse  mintmark  counterpart.  Attractive  for 
the  grade,  with  hints  of  golden  toning  at  the 
rims . 675.00 

1918:  •  EF-40.  $135  •  AU-55 . 285.00 


1918-D:  •  EF-45.  $175  •  AU-50.  Much  brilliance 
remains.  $350.  •  AU-53.  Choice  for  the  grade. 
$395  •  MS-62  (ANA  Cache).  Brilliant.  $1,195 
•  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395.00 


1919:  •  MS-63/60.  A  lustrous,  pale  golden 
specimen  of  this  desirable  Philadelphia  Mint 
issue.  $1,495  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  In  this  grade 
the  1919  is  very  difficult  to  locate.  The  present 
coin  is  very  attractive,  is  well  struck  with  a 
whisper  of  toning,  and  will  delight  the  special¬ 
ist  in  the  series . 2,450.00 

Choice  Uncirculated  1919-D  50c 


1919-D  MS-63.  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the 
Walking  Liberty  half  dollar  series.  Brilliant. 
Traditionally,  the  elusive  1919-D  is  one  of  the 


last  pieces  obtained  in  the  completion  of  a  high- 

grade  set . 3,850.00 

1920  MS-62.  Brilliant . 315.00 

1920-D  EF-40.  A  few  marks  are  noted.  Satisfaction 

guaranteed . 300.00 

1920-S  AU-55.  A  choice  specimen  with  pearl  gray 
surface  highlights.  A  popular  San  Francisco 

issue . 425.00 

1920-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Elusive  in  this  high 

grade . 1,350.00 

Key  1921  Half  Dollar 


1921  Only  246,000  were  coined;  the  key  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar.  MS-63 
(ANA  Cache).  Brilliant . 3,350.00 


1923-S  Important  key  variety.  The  only  Liberty 
Walking  issue  of  1923.  •  MS-62.  Brilliant.  $1,795 
•  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,795.00 

1927- S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 650.00 

1928- S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 725.00 

1929- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 475.00 

1929-S  AU-55.  Splashes  of  gold  on  brilliant  sur¬ 
faces . 185.00 

1933-S:  •  AU-50.  A  scarce  and  popular  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  issue.  $155  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharp 
and  brilliant.  $795.  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $925  • 
MS-63  (NGC) . 925.00 

1936  Proof-64  (PCGS).  One  of  3,901  Proof 

pieces  minted  this  year.  Bold  central  devices 
and  deep  mirror  fields  adorned  with  pale  golden 
toning  highlights . 1,100.00 

1936  is  the  first  year  of  modem  Proof  coinage,  as  the  Mint 
began  producing  coins  in  the  Proof  format  this  year  after  a  20- 
year  hiatus. 

1936-D:  •  AU-50.  $52  •  AU-55 . 55.00 

1937  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Dazzling  mint  bril¬ 
liance . 725.00 

1938  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  representative 

of  the  8,152  Proof  pieces  minted.  Fully  brilliant, 
with  boldly  rendered  details . 650.00 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Highly  reflective  amber 

and  gold  fields  surround  boldly  struck  devices. 
Mint  frost  can  be  seen  on  the  design  elements. 
Just  8,808  pieces  were  coined . 675.00 

1941  MS-62  (PCGS) . 45.00 

1941-S  AU-55 . 35.00 

1942:  •AU-58.  $15  •  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  Frosty  devices.  $450  •  Proof-64.  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  hint  of  pale  golden  toning . 475.00 

1942  saw  a  temporary  end  of  the  modem  Proof  era,  owing 
to  our  involvement  in  World  War  II.  Our  nation’s  Proof  coinage 
began  again  in  1950,  and  except  for  the  years  1965-1967 
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(Special  Mint  Sets  were  issued  in  those  years).  Proof  coins  have 
been  issued  annually. 

1942-S  AU-55 . 25.00 

Rare  1943/2-D  Half  Dollar 
1943/2-D  Overdate.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  well  struck.  While  the  overdate  is  not  noted 
on  the  slab,  there  appears  to  be  the  curve  of  a  2 
beneath  the  3  in  the  date.  The  identity  of  the 
underlying  numeral  has  not  been  confirmed, 
although  the  variety  is  listed  as  “Presently  Ex. 


rare”  in  Breen’s  Encyclopedia . 3,500.00 

1943  MS-60 . 35.00 

1943-S  MS-60  (ANA) . 35.00 

1946-D  MS-60 . 35.00 


LIBERTY  WALKING  HALF  DOLLARS 
Hand-Picked  Quality 
1934  to  1947 

Each  of  the  following  hand-picked  coins  is  cert¬ 
ified  by  ANACS,  NGC,  or  PCGS,  is  brilliant  or 
attractively  toned,  and  is  aesthetically  pleasing.  A 
chance  to  build  a  set  in  the  grade  of  your  choice. 

Special  Deal:  Buy  5  or  more  different  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars,  your  choice,  and  take  a  5% 
discount  from  the  total;  buy  10  or  more  different 
and  take  a  7%  discount! 

Special  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollar 
Collection  Offer  No.  1 

One  each  of  the  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  of 
the  years  1941-1947,  as  listed  here,  selected  qual¬ 
ity  certified  MS-65,  total  regular  price  $5,757, 
special  net,  only  $5,150.  (Limit:  One  set  per  cus¬ 
tomer;  sorry,  no  dealers). 

Special  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollar 
Collection  Offer  No.  2 

$2,500  or  more  worth  of  MS-65  half  dollars 
dated  in  the  1941-1947  range,  varieties  of  our 
choice  (without  duplication).  A  great  way  to  start 
a  superb  collection!  $2,295. 


Special  Deal! 

5  &  7%  off! 


LIBERTY  WALiaNG 
HALF  DOLLARS 


uy  5  or  more  different  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars,  your  choice  from  the  grid, 
and  take  a  5%  discount  from  the  total; 
buy  10  or  more  different  and  take  a  7%  discount! 


WALKINti  LIBERTY  H ABF  DOIA.ARM 

Variety 

Selected  MS-63 

Selected  MS-64 

Selected  MS-65 

1934-P 

$75 

$129 

$350 

1934-D 

199 

379 

1,195 

1934-S 

520 

910 

2,175 

1935-P 

75 

89 

259 

1935-D 

485 

1,265 

1935-S 

575 

1,575 

1936-P 

75 

79 

155 

1936-D 

129 

155 

295 

1936-S 

219 

595  . 

1937-P 

65 

85 

185 

1937-D 

285 

320 

590 

1937-S 

210 

415 

1938-P 

95 

165 

269 

1938-D 

560 

675 

1,175 

1939-P 

75 

95 

149 

1939-D 

69 

85 

165 

1939-S 

155 

265 

1940-P 

65 

79 

149 

1940-S 

65 

89 

460 

1941-P 

59 

79 

135 

1941-D 

69 

95 

169 

1941-S 

185 

325 

1,450 

1942-P 

56 

69 

135 

1942-D 

79 

129 

269 

1942-S 

79 

115 

635 

1943-P 

56 

69 

135 

1943-D 

110 

135 

169 

1943-S 

69 

119 

495 

1944-P 

56 

69 

135 

1944-D 

69 

95 

165 

1944-S 

69 

115 

715 

1945-P 

56 

69 

135 

1945-D 

56 

72 

135 

1945-S 

56 

69 

175 

1946-P 

56 

69 

140 

1946-D 

56 

69 

135 

1946-S 

65 

69 

135 

1947 

62 

72 

155 

1947-D 

56 

72 

140 
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Question  & 
Answer  Forum 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


I  I  I  have  just  finished  reading  (re¬ 

ally)  every  page  in  your  book  The 
History  of  United  States  Coinage.  I 
I  I  particularly  enjoyed  the  section 
on  colonial  and  early  American  coins.  I  am 
fascinated  with  this  series  and  I  wonder 
where  I  could  get  more  information.  Any 
help  would  be  appreciated. — B.C. 

For  starters,  contact  The  Colonial  News¬ 
letter  (P.O.  Box  4411,  Huntsville,  AL 
35802).  This  publication,  edited  by  Jim 
Spilman,  is  a  non-profit  periodical  and 
consists  of  contributions  from  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  of  colonial  and  state  coinage.  If  you  like  the 
sample  copy  that  I  am  sure  Jim  Spilman  will  send 
you,  then  ask  him  about  buying  as  many  back 
issues  as  possible. 

Another  order  of  immediate  business  would  be 
to  acquire  a  reprint  copy  of  Early  Coins  of  America, 
by  Sylvester  S.  Crosby,  1875.  Although  this  volume 
was  first  published  over  a  century  ago,  it  has  never 
been  superseded,  and  today  stands  as  a  valuable 
reference  on  the  background  of  several  series. 

Beyond  that  there  are  a  number  of  fine  special¬ 
ized  books  available,  auction  catalogues  of  various 
dealers,  and  other  sources.  I  suggest  you  contact 
the  American  Numismatic  Association  Library,  818 
North  Cascade  Avenue,  Colorado  Springs,  CO 
80903,  and  ask  what  they  have  available  on  a  loan 
basis  in  the  area  of  colonial  and  state  coinage. 

The  preceding  should  get  you  off  to  a  good 
start! 

★  ★  ★ 

I  read  your  response  to  R.L.  in  your 
Rare  Coin  Review  #84  with  regard 
to  collecting  a  type  set.  Let  me 
share  some  of  my  own  thoughts. 
When  I  contemplate  coins  for  sale,  1  am 
confronted  with  many  different  offers. 
Should  1  buy  a  1900  $5  gold  piece  in  MS-60 
grade  for  $250,  or  maybe  for  the  same 
price  I  should  buy  an  Extremely  Fine  1845 
half  dime  or  even  an  1846  or  1847  half 
dime. 

However,  if  I  studied  the  Liberty  Seated 
half  dime  series,  I  would  immediately  find 
out  that  the  1846  half  dime  would  be  a  real 


steal  for  $300  and  the  other  two  would  be 
quite  overpriced.  Perhaps  when  I  am  busy 
studying  half  dimes  I  am  ofi^ered  an  1850- 
O  gold  dollar  in  ALF-55  grade  for  $400 — 
should  I  buy  it  or  not?  And,  what  should  I 
pay  for  an  1899-S  Barber  quarter.  The 
Guide  Book  says  $400  for  MS-60  and  Coin 
Prices  magazine  says  $290.  Fortunately,  I 
feel  that  there  are  some  strategic  ways  of 
completing  a  type  set,  and  at  the  same 
time  one  can  feel  good  about  the  money 
spent.  I  recommend  that  a  person  putting 
together  a  type  set  decide  in  advance  which 
type  of  coins  to  include  and  to  pick  a 
specific  year  and  mintmark  desired  for 
each  type  and  stick  to  this  objective.  I 
know  that  by  collecting  this  way  I  will  pass 
up  some  really  good  deals,  but  I  also  know 
that  any  $3  gold  piece  is  going  to  cost  a  lot 
of  money,  and  I  would  rather  know  that  I 
bought  a  rare  1881  than  some  other  date 
of  a  higher  mintage. 

I  am  wondering  how  you  feel  about 
someone  using  this  method  to  complete  a 
type  set  of  United  States  coins.  Can  you 
make  a  better  suggestion?  Also,  what  would 
be  the  best  way  to  display  such  a  collec¬ 
tion,  considering  that  some  coins  will  be  in 
plastic  slabs  and  others  will  not  be. — D.R.M. 

One  nice  thing  about  a  type  set  is  that 
there  is  no  standard  way  of  going  about 
assembling  it.  I  generally  agree  with  your 
philosophy — if  rare  coins  cost  no  more  or 
just  slightly  more  than  common  ones,  for  all  means 
go  for  a  rare  one.  Again  and  again  I  have  suggested 
this  in  various  things  I  have  written.  There  are 
many  areas  of  United  States  coinage  in  which  there 
are  fantastic  sleepers.  Take,  for  example  $10 
pieces  of  the  Liberty  Head  type  and  also  take  the 
current  issue  of  the  Guide  Book  as  a  reference 
(although  actual  prices  will  vary).  In  MS-60  grade 


We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions 
concerning  general  or  specific  aspects 
of  United  States  numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will  do  his  best  to 
answer  them  in  this  column. 


an  1888-0  $10  piece  catalogues  for  $600,  while  in 
the  same  grade  a  1901-S  catalogues  for  $275.  I 
suggest  that  the  1888-0  is  at  least  500  to  1,000 
times  rarer  in  this  grade  than  the  1901-S.  If  I  were 
putting  together  a  type  set  of  coins  and  wanted  to 
include  a  Liberty  Head  $10  piece  in  MS-60  grade, 

I  certainly  would  opt  to  pay  somewhat  more  for  a 
date  such  as  1888-0,  which  was  much,  much  rarer. 
Numerous  other  examples  can  be  drawn  as  indeed 
you  did  with  the  half  dimes. 

Over  the  years  I  have  seen  many  people  formu¬ 
late  their  own  strategies  for  putting  together  a  type 
set.  Many  elect  to  include  the  first  year  of  issue  of 
the  design.  Recently  in  my  mail  there  was  a  letter 
from  a  client  who  is  putting  together  a  type  set 
using  the  last  year  each  design  was  produced. 
Another  client  has  opted  to  use  branch  mint  (rather 
than  Philadelphia  Mint  coins)  whenever  possible, 
and  still  another  client  is  putting  together  a  type  set 
of  Denver  Mint  issues  only.  Another  person  is 
putting  together  a  type  set  of  Carson  City  gold  and 
silver  coins,  using  as  a  condition  objective  AU-50. 

With  regard  to  displaying  your  type  set,  I  think 
that  our  Kingswood  brand  holders  are  a  nice  way  to 
go,  but  there  are  other  ideas  as  well.  Capital 
Plastics  will  make  holders  up  on  a  custom  basis 
(they  make  our  Kingswood  holders  for  us  but  we 
are  able  to  offer  them  relatively  inexpensively  as 
we  order  them  in  quantity)  and  will  do  a  good  job. 
Coins  in  slabs  have  to  be  broken  out  of  the  slabs,  of 
course,  to  fit  in  such  holders — something  which 
advanced  collectors  and  dealers  often  do,  but  which 
beginning  collectors  may  be  somewhat  reluctant  to 
contemplate.  Another  suggestion  is  simply  to  leave 
the  coins  as  you  receive  them — in  slabs,  in  enve¬ 
lopes,  or  whatever — and  look  at  them  one  by  one. 
Personally,  I  prefer  the  display  idea  such  as  our 
Kingswood  series.  When  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  Reference  Collection  of  commemorative 
coins  was  displayed  at  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  this  summer,  it  was  housed  in  a  series 
of  holders  made  by  Capital  Plastics.  The  exhibit 
drew  many  admiring  glances  and  was  one  of  the 

most  talked-about  items  at  the  show. 

*  *  * 


I  I  I  have  a  couple  of  questions  in¬ 

volving  silver  dollars,  and  I  do  not 
know  where  to  turn  to  for  the 

I _ I  answers.  That  is,  I  don’t  know 

where  to  turn  for  answers  I  can  believe  in. 
Actually,  both  questions  are  about  the  same. 

The  first  has  to  do  with  an  1897-0 
Morgan  dollar  with  weakly  struck  breast 
feathers  on  the  eagle.  One  person  told  me 
that  this  was  due  to  “basining  of  the  dies” 
(whatever  that  means)  and  another  said 
that  it  was  due  to  die  wear.  Even  the 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  86 


Page  27 


experts  don’t  seem  to  know  the  answer  to 
this  one. 

The  second  question  involves  a  1924-S 
Peace  dollar  which  I  have  and  which  is 
slabbed  as  MS-64.  It  has  very  frosty  fields, 
but  the  reverse  on  the  middle  of  the  eagle 
has  many  marks  and  nicks.  How  can  there 
be  marks  and  nicks  on  the  eagle  but  not 
anywhere  else?  Also,  the  eagle  is  weakly 
struck,  probably  due  to  worn  dies. 

Your  explanation  would  be  appreci¬ 
ated. — A.B. 


The  weak  breast  feathers  on  the  1897-0 
Morgan  dollar — not  at  all  an  uncommon 
occurrence  among  Morgan  dollars  of  the 
New  Orleans  Mint  of  the  1890s — were 
not  due  to  worn  dies  or  “basining”  (a  term  for 
dressing  or  resurfacing  the  dies) ,  but  was  caused  by 
the  dies  being  spaced  too  far  apart.  When  the  dies 
are  spaced  too  far  apart,  the  metal  does  not  flow 
into  the  deepest  recesses  of  the  dies,  which  on  the 
Morgan  dollar  consisted  of  the  hair  strands  above 
the  ear  of  Miss  Liberty  on  the  obverse,  and  on  the 
reverse,  the  aforementioned  breast  feathers. 

The  argument  that  such  are  struck  from  “worn” 
dies  can  be  dismissed  immediately,  for  the  breast 
feathers  are  in  the  center  of  the  coin  where  the 
lateral  metal  flow  is  the  least,  and  dies  would  wear 
there  last.  However,  I  realize  that  ‘\vom”  dies  is  a 
very  popular  explanation,  and  one  that  has  found 
its  way  into  many  catalogues  and  reference  books. 

With  regard  to  the  1924-S  Peace  dollar,  the 
same  situation  occurred.  The  dies  were  spaced 
slightly  too  far  apart,  and  the  metal  did  not  fill  the 
deepest  recesses  of  the  dies.  Hence,  the  eagle  was 
not  struck  up  fully  at  the  center.  The  marks  you  see 
were,  for  the  most  part,  marks  not  acquired  by  the 
coin  after  it  was  struck — otherwise  the  frosty  fields 
of  the  coin  and  other  areas  would  have  many  marks 
as  well.  Rather,  these  were  marks  on  the  original 
planchet.  As  the  metal  in  the  planchet  did  not  fully 
fill  the  deepest  recesses  of  the  die,  original  marks, 
nicks,  etc.  on  the  planchet  remained  on  the  finished 
coin.  The  same  situation  is  readily  evident  on 
numerous  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  in  which  the 
highest  parts  of  the  obverse  sometimes  have  marks 

whereas  the  fields  are  fully  frosty. 

★  ★  ★ 


Q 


Perhaps  this  is  an  elementary  ques¬ 
tion  but  I  have  only  ever  seen  one 
Uncirculated  1932-D  quarter  in  my 
life,  and  that  is  the  one  in  my 
collection.  The  D  mintmark  is  quite  raised, 
more  so  than  the  D  mintmark  on  a  quarter 
of  the  1950s  or  1960s,  and  appears  some¬ 
what  like  a  blob.  At  first  I  was  suspicious 
that  this  mintmark  had  been  added,  but  a 
friend  of  mine  stated  that  his  is  similar. 


and  that  all  are  made  this  way.  What  can 
you  say? — S.R. 

You  and  your  friend  are  right — authentic 
1932-D  quarters  have  the  mintmark 
punched  very  deeply  in  the  die  resulting 
in  the  mintmark  being  inordinately  high 
on  the  coin  and  appearing,  as  you  say,  like  a  blob. 
I  have  not  seen  your  coin  in  person  so  I  can  not 
authenticate  it  from  a  distance;  as  a  simple  precau¬ 
tion  look  at  it  under  high-powered  magnification 
to  be  sure  that  the  mintmark  is  an  integral  part  of 
the  coin  and  that  the  stress  lines  on  the  side  of  the 
mintmark  blend  evenly  with  the  field  of  the  coin — 
and  that  there  is  no  tiny  crack  or  separation  around 
the  edge  of  the  mintmark.  Here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  we  use  a  Bausch  &  Lomb  ste¬ 
reomicroscope  to  check  such  things,  and  if  you 
don’t  have  one  of  these  yourself  (which  we  pre¬ 
sume  you  don’t),  perhaps  you  can  find  a  local 
jeweler — or  anyone  who  deals  in  diamonds — and 
they  can  let  you  use  one  of  these  or  a  similar  piece 
of  equipment. 

The  American  Numismatic  Association  Authen¬ 
tication  Bureau  and  the  International  Numismatic 
Service  both  will  authenticate  coins  for  a  fee.  We 
would  be  pleased  to  send  the  address  of  either 
upon  request. 

*  *  * 


Q 


when  I  buy  coins  from  your  firm  I 
want  to  know  if  they  are  clean 
enough  or  if  they  need  to  be  cleaned 
with  trichlorotrifiorethane.  The 
American  Numismatic  Association  says  that 
you  should  not  clean  coins.  E&T  Kointainer, 
the  well-known  Ohio  supplier,  says  that  if 
a  product  will  harm  a  coin  they  won’t  sell 
it.  The  Coin  World  Almanac  says  that  all 
coins  have  mint  oil  and  grease  on  them 
which  should  be  removed  before  putting 
them  in  holder  (see  page  608).  Will  you 
please  give  me  your  views? — W.S. 


Over  the  years  there  have  been  various 
different  thoughts  regarding  the  topic  of 
cleaning  coins.  There  have  also  been  just 
as  many  products  developed  to  perform 
cleaning  tasks,  some  safer  and  more  effective  than 
others.  There  are  two  types  of  “cleaning.”  One  is 
the  type  which  simply  removes  dirt  and  grease — 
such  as  the  gentle  application  of  soap  and  water  or, 
in  some  instances,  the  careful  application  of  ac¬ 
etone  (which  is  very  inflammable  and  must  be  used 
under  controlled  circumstances) .  This  type  of  clean¬ 
ing  is  not  harmful,  in  our  opinion,  and  is  perfectly 
fine  to  do  in  most  (but  not  all)  circumstances. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  the  chemical  treat¬ 
ment  of  coins  which  will  alter  the  color  and  surface 
of  a  piece  by  interacting  with  it — which  goes  far 
beyond  just  removing  dirt  and  grease.  This  I  do  not 
recommend.  The  Photograde  gives  some  good  ad¬ 
vice  on  the  subject  of  cleaning.  If  you  must  clean, 
read  this  first. 

E&T  Kointainer,  whom  you  mentioned  in  your 
letter,  produces  a  product  called  Dissolve.  This 
fluid  is  designed  to  safely  remove  grease  and  other 
surface  contaminants  without  affecting  the  natural 
color  or  lustre  of  any  coin.  The  only  exception  to 
this  is  the  case  of  coins  which  have  been  chemically 


recolored  to  simulate  natural  coloring.  Sometimes 
Dissolve  (and  other  products  including  soap  and 
water  and  acetone)  will  remove  fake  toning. 

One  reader,  D.L.,  wrote  a  letter  a  year  or  so  ago 
stating  that  whenever  acetone,  soap  and  water,  or 
any  other  product  is  used  to  remove  grease  and 
dirt,  the  coin’s  surface  is  left  “exposed”  and  quite 
vulnerable  to  atmospheric  effects.  It  would  then  be 
desirable,  he  said,  to  use  a  light  coating  such  as  the 
commercial  product  “Care”  which  is  popular  for 
copper  coins. 

*  ★  * 


Q 


I  would  appreciate  having  your 
opinion  on  the  following  inquiry. 
In  1872  there  were  9,000  silver 
dollars  minted  at  San  Francisco 
and  in  1878  there  were  12,000  half  dollars. 
The  silver  dollar,  despite  its  low  mintage, 
seems  fairly  easily  attainable  except  in  the 
highest  grades.  I  have  accumulated  68  of 
them  over  the  years.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  1878-S  half  dollar  is  very  rarely  of¬ 
fered,  and  then  only  at  large  prices.  Why 
did  the  half  dollars  disappear?  Where  did 
they  go?  Why  did  the  silver  dollars  sur¬ 
vive?— J.W.M. 


The  mintage  figures  of  this  era  cannot  be 
used  as  a  guide  to  availability,  as  other 
circumstances  intervened.  I  assume  that 
of  the  9,000  1872-S  Liberty  Seated  dol¬ 
lars  minted,  most  were  placed  into  circulation  and 
saw  service  in  the  channels  of  commerce.  Such 
coins  circulated  actively  over  a  long  period  of 
years,  as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  most  examples 
of  the  1872-S  which  we  have  handled  have  been  in 
grades  such  as  Very  Fine  and  Extremely  Fine. 

On  the  other  hand,  certain  coins  of  the  era 
either  are  reflected  inaccurately  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  or  were  melted. 
The  prime  case  in  point  ,  which  may  represent  a 
similar  instance,  is  the  1873-S  Liberty  Seated  dol¬ 
lar,  of  which  700  are  reported  to  have  been  minted, 
but  of  which  not  a  single  specimen  has  ever  sur¬ 
faced.  Presumably,  all  were  melted.  I  can  envision 
a  scenario  that  700  1873-S  dollars  were  struck  and 
kept  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  In  1878  the  same 
mint  began  producing  Morgan  dollars  in  large 
quantities,  and  these  earlier  pieces  were  simply 
melted,  and  the  silver  recycled  into  dollars  of  the 
Morgan  type.  Perhaps  it  was  easier  for  the  mint  to 
distribute  coins  in  even  thousand-dollar  amounts, 
for  bags  in  this  quantity  were  issued. 

Carson  City  mintages  of  this  era  contain  a 
number  of  puzzles.  As  you  probably  know,  some 
2,300  1873-CC  dollars  were  struck  as  opposed  to 
just  1,376 1871-CC  silver  dollars.  Today,  the  1871- 
CC  seems  to  be  at  least  twice  as  plentiful  (the  word 
“plentiful”  is  not  particularly  appropriate  as  both 
are  scarce)  as  the  1873-CC.  Indeed,  the  1873-CC  is 
a  major  rarity.  Presumably,  half  the  mintage  or 
more  of  the  1873-CC  was  melted  and  not  released. 

Still  another  puzzle  has  to  do  with  the  1873-CC 
quarter  dollar  without  arrows  at  the  date.  The 
mintage  was  4,000,  but  only  three  coins  are  known 
today.  Probably  only  a  few  were  released.  Actually, 
it  is  my  view  that  not  a  single  piece  was  released.  1 
imagine  that  the  three  known  specimens  were 
saved  from  those  sent  to  the  Assay  Commission  in 
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Philadelphia.  This  seems  also  to  have  been  true  for 
the  1876-CC  20-cent  piece,  of  which  about  20  are 
known. 

Back  to  the  1878-S  half  dollar.  As  you  state, 
12,000  were  minted.  This  coin  is  exceedingly  rare 
today,  and  even  well-worn  specimens  are  not  eas¬ 
ily  found.  In  the  same  time  frame  is  the  1879 
Philadelphia  Mint  half  dollar  of  which  4,800  pieces 
were  made  for  circulation — less  than  half  the  num¬ 
ber  of  1878-S  coins.  I  would  estimate  that  probably 
100  to  200  worn  1879  half  dollars  exist  today, 
which,  by  extrapolation,  would  suggest  that  per¬ 
haps  250  to  500  1878-S  half  dollars  should  exist  in 
like  condition.  However,  I  estimate  the  population 
of  1878-S  half  dollars  as  less  than  30  or  40  pieces, 
perhaps  even  far  less.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that 
probably  no  more  than  500  to  1,000 1878-S  dollars 
originally  reached  circulation  in  the  United  States. 
What  happened  to  the  others?  There  are  a  number 
of  possibilities.  The  most  obvious  is  that  they  were 
melted  rather  than  circulated.  Also,  they  could 
have  been  exported.  From  time  to  time  quantities 
of  silver  coins  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  particu¬ 
larly  half  dimes  of  the  1860s  and  silver  dollars  of 
1859-S  (the  vast  majority  of  which  went  to  the 
Orient)  were  distributed  in  this  manner.  Most  such 
pieces  that  went  to  the  Orient  were  later  converted 
to  silver  bullion,  many  by  being  sent  by  Chinese 
merchants  to  the  Calcutta  Mint  in  India.  In  my 
fonhcominghook  Silver  Dollars  of  the  United  States: 
A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  there  will  be  quite  a  bit  of 
information  concerning  such  distribution  practices. 

Other  possibilities  are  less  likely  and  include 
the  loss  of  all  the  pieces  in  a  fire  or  shipwreck,  etc. 
Perhaps  the  true  answer  will  never  be  known. 

Back  to  your  original  letter,  congratulations  on 
obtaining  68  specimens  of  the  1872-S  dollar.  This 
is  a  real  accomplishment  and,  in  the  words  of  my 
late  friend  Otto  B.  Carlsen,  is  an  action  “which  will 
prevent  the  hoarders  from  getting  them.” 

•k  if  i: 


Q 


I  am  interested  in  getting  three 
basic  varieties  of  the  1792-1794 
“Kentucky”  token  and  wonder  how 
rare  they  are — the  Plain  Edge,  the 
Engrailed  Edge,  and  the  Lettered  Edge.  I 
already  have  a  Plain  Edge,  as  you  might 
expect,  but  don’t  know  what  the  possibili¬ 
ties  are  for  getting  the  others.  Once  you 
give  me  the  answer  I  will  send  you  a  want 
list  and  you  can  get  them  for  me — but  I 
want  to  know  how  rare  they  are  first. — 
E.R.C. 


Most  often  seen  is  the  Plain  Edge  variety, 
as  you  undoubtedly  know.  I  would  esti¬ 
mate  that  well  over  1,000  pieces  of  these 
are  in  the  hands  of  numismatists.  The 
typical  grades  are  rather  high  and  range  from  Very 


Fine  though  Uncirculated,  with  Extremely  Fine  to 
AU  being  about  average.  Often  such  pieces  have 
glossy  surfaces.  The  Engrailed  Edge  is  the  type  with 
reeding  at  a  diagonal  and  are  very  rare,  much  more 
so  than  the  Guide  Book  would  indicate.  I  estimate 
that  no  more  than  20  to  30  of  these  exist,  and  this 
may  be  on  the  high  side;  the  figure  may  be  more 
like  10  to  15.  We  have  handled  very  few  of  them 
over  the  years. 

As  far  as  the  Lettered  Edge  goes,  that  usually 
seen  is  the  variety  with  PAYABLE  IN  LANCASTER, 
etc.  I  suggest  that  this  piece  is  somewhere  between 
four  and  eight  times  scarcer  than  the  Plain  Edge 
variety,  and  at  least  a  couple  of  hundred  of  them 
are  known  to  numismatists.  The  PAYABLE  AT 
BEDWORTH,  etc.  and  PAYABLE  1.  FIELDING  vari¬ 
eties  are  exceedingly  rare,  and  fewer  than  a  dozen 
are  known  of  each.  If  you  Just  want  a  single 
Lettered  Edge  variety,  the  LANCASTER  should 
suffice,  and  will  cost  a  bit  more  than  the  Plain  Edge 

which  you  already  have,  but  not  that  much  more. 
★  ★  * 


QI  have  just  finished  reading  chap¬ 
ter  three  in  your  book  How  to  be  a 
Successful  Coin  Dealer — the  chap¬ 
ter  about  building  a  library.  I  don’t 
plan  on  becoming  a  dealer,  but  I  thought  if 
I  had  the  knowledge  a  dealer  should  have, 
I  would  be  a  more  astute  collector  and 
enjoy  the  hobby  more.  You  kept  referring 
to  dealing  with  a  numismatic  book  seller 
to  get  some  out-of-print  books.  The  idea  of 
acquiring  books  which  are  no  longer  readily 
available  appeals  to  me,  and  I  wonder  if 
you  can  make  some  recommendations.  I 
really  enjoy  all  of  the  books  I  have  ordered 
fi-om  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  a 
majority  of  them  are  on  my  “required 
reading”  list. — J.W. 

Thank  you  for  your  nice  words.  As  a 
starter,  I  suggest  that  you  join  the  Numis¬ 
matic  Bibliophile  Society,  the  address  of 
which  is:  NBS  Secretary,  4223  Iroquois 
Avenue,  Lakewood,  CA  90713.  You  will  receive 
their  publication  The  Asylum,  which  contains  many 
interesting  and  provocative  articles  and,  germane 
to  your  inquiry,  the  names  and  addresses  of  a 
number  of  fine  book  sellers  who  deal  in  out-of- 
print  references,  auction  catalogues,  and  other 
desirable  items. 

★  ★  ★ 


Q 


I  just  received,  actually  it  was  about 
a  week  ago,  the  Morgan  dollar  I 
ordered,  and  I  am  very  pleased 
with  the  quality.  I  would  like  to  ask 
some  questions  concerning  various  things. 
First,  let  me  tell  you  a  bit  about  myself.  I 
started  collecting  in  1968  when  I  was  14, 
and  at  first  acquired  Lincoln  cents, 
Jefferson  nickels,  and  Roosevelt  dimes. 
My  interest  then  diminishe  i  as  I  turned  to 
other  things,  but  about  a  year  ago  my  Dad 
came  to  visit  and  brought  with  him  a  small 
wooden  box  he  had  kept  for  many  years. 
Included  were  some  Morgan  dollars.  Lib¬ 
erty  nickels.  Barber  dimes  and  quarters, 
an  1811/09  overdate  dime,  and  other 


things.  I  picked  through  the  collection, 
selecting  the  best  of  each  date  and  type — 
from  a  group  of  coins  which  had  not  been 
touched  for  many  years.  My  own  son,  who 
is  now  eight  became  interested  as  I  was 
sorting  through  the  coins  and  has  since 
become  a  collector.  Well,  something 
clicked,  and  I  was  once  again  in  love  with 
coins.  I  had  been  collecting  old  toy  trains 
(I  have  always  felt  the  need  to  collect 
SOMETHING)  but  wasn’t  enjoying  it  much, 
because  most  pieces  are  quite  pricey.  As  a 
single-income  breadwinner  for  a  family  of 
four  I  cannot  justify  large  expenditures. 
However,  my  renewed  interest  in  coins  fit 
the  bill  exactly,  since  I  can  make  a  number 
of  small  purchases. 

Now  to  my  questions.  I  know  a  lot  of 
your  publicity  has  to  do  with  esoteric, 
high-priced  rarities,  but  for  me  the  expen¬ 
diture  of  $100  can  only  happen  every  once 
in  awhile,  and  many  of  the  things  I  need 
are  in  the  $30  to  $50  range.  Perhaps  I 
could  spend  a  maximum  of  $1,000  per 
year,  more  realistically  around  $750,  de¬ 
pending  on  how  well  I  can  “sell”  my  wife 
on  the  need  for  another  acquisition!  But, 
you  know  what?  I  have  had  so  much  fun 
lately  I  don’t  care  how  little  I  have  spent. 

I  have  learned  a  lot,  but  I  have  a  long  way 
to  go.  By  the  way,  your  recent  ad  in  Coin 
World,  telling  the  difference  between  col¬ 
lectors  and  investors,  was  top  drawer. 

What  I  want  to  know  is  this:  with  my 
expenditure  in  mind,  will  you  be  appreci¬ 
ating  my  business? 

Another  question:  I  am  not  an  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  member,  but 
I  expect  to  be  soon.  I  realize  that  they,  as 
well  as  you,  believe  that  a  numismatic 
education  is  the  cornerstone  to  acquiring 
coins  advantageously.  Do  you  know  of  any 
graduate  school  that  offers  a  numismatic- 
related  Master  of  Arts  in  history?  I  am  an 
avionics  engineer  by  training,  but  I  have 
always  wanted  to  pursue  a  graduate  de¬ 
gree  in  history  for  “the  fun  of  it.”  Lately,  I 
have  thought,  what  better  way  to  do  this 
than  to  put  two  of  my  favorite  things  to¬ 
gether? 

Another  question:  You  and  others  say 
not  to  try  to  collect  everything,  but  just 
what  IS  too  much?  I  would  like  to  go  into 
Peace  silver  dollars  since  I  feel  they  are 
very  neglected  on  the  market,  as  well  as 
early  dimes,  Buffalo  nickels,  and  Indian 
cents.  Is  this  too  much  to  accomplish? 
Perhaps  I  should  limit  myself  to  one  type 
of  each  denomination,  but  work  on  mul¬ 
tiple  denominations — what  do  you  think? 
Be  forewarned  that  I  don’t  buy  just  ANY¬ 
THING.  I  try  to  learn  quite  a  bit  about  a 
type  before  I  go  charging  off,  and  I  DO 
reject  pieces  that  don’t  meet  MY  stan¬ 
dards. 

Another  question:  What  do  YOU  feel  is 
the  best  way  to  protect  your  coins?  1  usu¬ 
ally  use  2x  mylar  mounts,  but  I  wonder  if 
they  are  the  best  long-term  storage  me¬ 
dium.  I  would  like  a  set  of  your  Kingswood 
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holders,  but  I  am  not  very  happy  about 
having  to  mount  them  on  the  wall.  I  am 
conscious  of  security.  Ideally,  I  would  like 
something  along  your  Kingswood  line  that 
could  be  kept  in  a  three-ring  binder. 

Well,  I’ll  let  you  go.  Thank  you  for  your 
time.  You  are  the  first  dealer  I  have  ever 
written  to.  I  like  the  way  you  do  business 
and  I  trust  your  firm.  I  hope  you  have  the 
time  to  answer.  — C.F.A. 

I  will  discuss  the  various  things  you  men¬ 
tioned.  With  regard  to  the  value  of  your 
business,  for  my  money  I  would  rather 
have  a  customer  spend  $750  a  year  for  10 
years  and  keep  in  touch  with  our  company  on  a 
regular  basis  than  to  spend  $7,500  all  at  one  time 
and  never  contact  us  again.  Although  it  may  not  be 
completely  logical  from  a  business  viewpoint,  my 
favorite  customer  is  the  type  of  person  who  appre¬ 
ciates  his  or  her  coins,  whether  that  coin  be  a  $30 
coin  or  a  $30,000  coin.  I  have  a  personal  collection 
of  counterstamped  United  States  large  cents  (and 
wrote  a  monograph  on  the  subject  The  Strange 
Career  of  Dr.  Wilkins — A  Numismatic  Inquiry  which 
describes  these  pieces),  and  most  of  these  coins, 
which  I  have  been  collecting  since  1955,  cost  me 
less  than  $  1 0  each.  Similarly,  when  I  am  writing  an 
auction  catalogue  or  price  list,  some  of  the  most 
interesting  pieces  to  me  are  tokens,  pieces  of  nu¬ 
mismatic  Americana,  colonial  and  state  coins,  and 
out-of-print  books,  most  of  which  are  inexpensive. 
To  be  sure,  it  is  always  nice  to  catalogue  an  1804 
silver  dollar  or  something  similar,  but  there  is  Just 
as  much  numismatic  enjoyment  to  be  had  from  lots 
of  lesser-priced  things.  From  a  business  viewpoint, 
all  of  these  things  come  together  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  and  our  client  base  is  composed 
of  people  who  collect  Proof  gold  by  dates  or  who 
aspire  to  assemble  rare  patterns — the  expensive 
end  of  the  numismatic  spectrum — as  well  as  other 
clients,  also  of  great  value  to  us,  who  are  putting 
together  a  set  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  of 
later  dates,  one  coin  at  a  time.  Still  other  clients 
mainly  buy  books  from  us,  and,  as  you  know,  a  lot 
of  these  are  relatively  inexpensive — some  titles 
being  less  than  $10  each. 

I  encourage  you  to  Join  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association.  I  have  been  a  member  for  quite 
a  while,  and  find  the  membership  to  be  quite 
valuable. 

With  regard  to  graduate  schools  that  give  spe¬ 
cific  degrees  in  numismatics,  I  know  of  none  here 
in  the  United  States.  Apparently,  in  Germany  there 
are  a  couple  of  institutions  that  give  such,  but  this 
might  not  be  relevant  to  your  own  pursuit.  I  have 
always  felt  that  history  is  a  very  good  adjunct  to 
numismatics,  and  probably  a  basic  degree  in  his¬ 
tory  would  be  of  great  value  to  you  in  your  numis¬ 
matic  endeavors.  I  continually  buy  books  for  my 
research  library,  and  while  some  of  these  books  are 
numismatic,  once  you  go  beyond  the  basic  numis¬ 
matic  books,  the  most  valuable  ones  are  those 
related  to  history.  Just  the  other  day  I  spent  a 
pleasurable  15  minutes  with  Charles  Anthon’s  1858 
Classical  Dictionary,  to  learn  all  about  Trophonius’ 
cave,  from  Greek  mythology,  in  connection  with  a 
research  project  I  am  working  on. 

I  would  recommend  this:  Determine  where 
your  interests  lie — United  States  history,  world 


history,  or  ancient  history  (or  perhaps  a  combina¬ 
tion).  Then  seek  a  degree  specializing  in  this  inter¬ 
est.  Even  if  the  degree  is  not  numismatically  re¬ 
lated,  who  cares? 

With  regard  to  having  a  limited  budget  but 
being  interested  in  many  different  series,  my 
suggestion  is  to  do  exactly  what  you  propose — to 
acquire  one  type  of  each  denomination  or  design. 
At  the  same  time  I  would  be  cognizant  of  the  value 
received.  For  example,  it  might  be  the  case  that  an 
MS-60  specimen  of  a  particular  type  costs  $100, 
and  an  MS-65  coin  costs  $600.  Even  though  you 
might  be  able  to  afford  the  $600  coin  in  your 
annual  budget,  rather  than  Just  buy  one  coin  per 
year,  I  would  opt  to  buy  the  MS-60  for  $100,  as  I 
would  consider  it  a  better  value  for  the  money. 
There  is  also  the  possibility  in  this  hypothetical 
example  that  an  EF  coin  for  say,  $30  might  be  even 
better  suited  for  your  purposes. 

With  regard  to  storing  coins,  the  main  thing  is 
to  keep  your  coins  and  holders  away  from  damp¬ 
ness,  atmosphere  containing  industrial  fumes,  or 
seaside  atmosphere  (which  may  contain  elements 
of  salt).  Coins  kept  dry  and  away  from  such  influ¬ 
ences  should  last  well  in  mylar  mounts,  so  far  as  I 
know.  We  have  also  heard  many  good  reports  over 
the  years  of  the  Koin-Tains  sold  by  the  E&T  Koin- 
Tainer  Company  of  Sidney,  Ohio  (by  the  way  we 
have  no  connection  with  this  or  any  other  firm 
selling  supplies — we  mention  this  Just  as  general 
interest.)  You  might  contact  them  for  some  samples 
of  what  they  sell.  We  have  never  recommended 
that  our  Kingswood  display  holders  (which  are 
manufactured  by  Capital  Plastics)  be  placed  on  a 
wall.  We  have  suggested  that  they  are  very  nice  for 
displays — but  when  doing  this  we  had  in  mind 
displaying  them  at  a  coin  convention  or  someplace 
under  security.  No  matter  where  you  live  in  the 
United  States,  one  cannot  be  too  careful  in  matters 
involving  coins  and  their  safekeeping. 

Thank  you  for  your  inquiry. 

*  ★  * 


QI  have  always  wondered  about  the 
origin  of  the  practice  of  placing 
the  year  of  minting  on  coins,  yet 
I’ve  never  encountered  an  expla¬ 
nation  of  it  in  the  various  books  I’ve  read. 
Without  the  date  on  a  coin,  the  rare  1894- 
S  Barber  dime  and  the  common  1916-S 
Barber  dime  would  be  identical  twins.  We 
all  prefer  dates  on  coins.  But  what  was  the 
original  reason  that  dates  were  placed  on 
coins  centuries  ago,  and  who  was  the  first 
to  do  so?  Also,  why  do  the  nations  of  our 
own  time,  including  the  United  States, 
continue  this  practice? 

There  are  several  questions  embedded  in 
your  theory,  and  I  will  do  my  best  to 
answer  them  in  series.  The  original  rea¬ 
son  for  placing  the  date  on  a  coin  was  to 
distinguish  one  year’s  issue  from  another’s,  so  that 
the  central  government  authority  issuing  the  coins 


could  distinguish  the  production  of  particular  Mint 
officials.  This  was  done,  most  probably,  in  order  to 
assure  that  any  lightweight  or  debased  coins  could 
be  attributed  to  a  particular  official’s  custody  of  the 
Mint,  who  would  then  be  held  accountable  for  the 
lightweight  or  low  fineness. 

There  are,  however,  other  reasons  for  placing 
dates  on  coins.  For  example,  the  city  of  Tyre  on  the 
coast  of  Syria  and  Palestine  threw  off  the  yoke  of 
the  Seleucids  in  126/5  BC,  and  thereafter  dated 
their  coins  from  that  year.  This  was  done,  clearly, 
to  proclaim  the  city’s  sovereignty.  Coins  of  the 
Ptomelaic  Kingdom  of  Egypt  regularly  bore  dates, 
but  these  were  nothing  more  than  the  year  of  the 
reign  of  the  particular  monarch  issuing  the  coins. 
Since  most  Ptolemaic  kings  called  themselves 
Ptolemy,  and  since  each  dated  his  coins  from  the 
start  of  his  reign,  it  is  often  the  case  that  two  coins 
both  bearing  the  same  royal  name  and  date  were 
issued  by  two  different  kings,  making  attributions 
to  a  particular  reign  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible! 

It  is  unknown  to  us  as  to  who  placed  dates  on 
coins  first.  Early  issues  of  the  city  of  Tyre,  from  the 
late  14th  century  BC,  are  dated,  for  example.  These 
must  be  counted  some  of  the  earliest.  In  Europe, 
the  Norman  conquerors  of  Sicily  dated  their  coins 
according  to  the  year  of  the  reign  of  the  particular 
king.  The  Arab  started  dating  the  year  in  which  the 
Prophet  Mohammed  left  Mecca  for  Medina  (AD 
622).  One  of  the  earliest  appearances  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  era  dating  on  a  coin  can  be  found  on  the  AD 
1234  dated  silver  penny  issued  by  Bishop  Niels 
Stigsen  of  Roskilde. 

By  the  late  15th  century,  European  coins  were 
more  and  more  frequently  dated  in  the  Christian 
era.  After  1501  most  coins  bore  Christian  era  dates 
(at  least,  those  issued  by  Christian  rulers). 

The  United  States  continues  this  practice  be¬ 
cause  the  Mint  is  legally  required  to  date  coins  in 
the  year  in  which  they  were  struck.  Occasionally,  as 
in  the  commemorative  silver  half  dollar  series,  this 
legal  requirement  was  not  always  honored.  How¬ 
ever,  most  modern  countries  carefully  date  their 
coins  in  the  year  in  which  they  were  struck.  Since 
most  modem  nations’  coinages  are  not  struck  in 
precious  metals,  the  original  purpose  for  placing 
dates  on  coins,  as  a  quality  control  measure,  is  no 
longer  applicable.  Dates  are  retained  on  coins, 
today,  for  two  reasons:  1.  Because  the  public  ex¬ 
pects  to  find  dates  on  their  coins;  2.  Because 
internal  accounting  procedures  in  most  modern 
mints  are  based  on  calendar  years. 


Likes  This  Book! 

The  following  letter  is  from  John  Balio: 

’’Dear  Dave, 

“I  believe  you  have  Just  outdone  yourself. 
Your  book  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  is  FANTAS¬ 
TIC.  No  one  purchasing,  collecting,  or  even 
thinking  about  commemoratives  should  be 
without  it. 

“Now,  how  about  writing  some  additional 
books,  in  the  same  format,  organization,  etc. 
on  such  subjects  as  Buffalo  nickels.  Mercury 
dimes,  and  more?  I,  for  one,  would  be  an  eager 
buyer!” 
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_  Franklin  Half  Dollars 

1948  First  year  of  issue:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $49  • 

MS-65.  (PCGS) . 110.00 

1949:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $80  •  MS-64  (NGC). .  89.00 

1949-D:  •  MS-63.  Pale  golden  toning  highlights. 
$69  •  MS-63  (PCGS) . 69.00 

1949- S  The  key  issue  in  the  Franklin  series:  •  MS- 

64.  $135  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  with 

light  golden  toning  on  the  reverse . 135.00 

1950:  •  MS-63  (ANA  Cache).  A  brilliant  half 
dollar.  $49  •  MS-64  (ANA Cache).  $75  •  Proof- 
65  (PCGS) . 499.00 

1950- D:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $49  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 

A  nice  Denver  Mint  coin . 69.00 

1951:  •  MS-64.  $45  •  MS-64  PQ  (Hallmark).  .45.00 

1951- D:  •  MS-63.  Gold  and  rose  toning  highlights. 

$49  •  MS-63  (PCGS) . 49.00 

1951- S:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  surfaces. 
$49  •  MS-64.  $65  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $65  •  MS- 

65.  $85  •  MS-65  (PCGS) . 85.00 

1952:  •  MS-64.  $49  •  Proof-64.  Brilliant.  $119  • 

Proof-64  (ANA  Cache).  Brilliant.  $119 
(Hoarder’s  special:  10  for  $995.00)  •  Proof- 
65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $195  •  Proof-65  (ANA 
Cache) . 195.00 

1952- S  MS-64.  Frosty  surfaces . 59.00 

1953  •  Proof-64.  Brilliant.  $99  •  Proof-64  (ANA 

Cache).  $99  •  Proof-65  (ANA  Cache).  110.00 

1953- D:  •  MS-63.  $29  •  MS-63.  (PCGS).  $29  •  MS- 

64  (PCGS).  $40  •  MS-65  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1953- S:  •  MS-64  (ANA  Cache).  $39  •  MS-65 

(PCGS) . 65.00 

1954:  •  MS-63.  $15  •  Proof-63.  $59  •  Proof-63 
(ANA Cache).  $59  •  Proof-64.  Brilliant.  $69  • 
Proof-64  (ANA  Cache).  $69  •  Proof-65  (ANA 
Cache).  $79  •  Proof-66  (ANA  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant . 99.00 

1954- D  MS-65 . 135.00 

1954-S:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $30  •  MS-65.  Brilliant. 

$95  •  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95.00 

1955:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $32  •  Proof-63.  A  brilliant 

piece . 59.00 

1956:  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $59  •  Proof-63. 
Brilliant.  $29  •  Proof-64.  Brilliant.  $35  •  Proof- 

65.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1957:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $35  •  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  $59  •  Proof-63.  Brilliant.  $19 
(Hoarder’s  Special:  10  for  $175)  •  Proof-64. 
Brilliant.  $25  (Hoarder’s  Special:  10  for  $225) 

•  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 35.00 

1957- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1958:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $29  •  Proof-65.  Brilliant. 

(Hoarder’s  Special:  10  for  $590),  or  buy  one 
coin  for . 65.00 

1958- D:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $35  •  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Nice  Denver  Mint  issue . 59.00 

1959:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $29  •  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  $245  •  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant.  $245  •  Proof-64.  $33  •  Proof-65.  Bril¬ 
liant.  (Hoarder’s  Special:  10  for  $450),  or  buy 
one  coin  for . 49.00 

1959- D:  •  MS-64  (NGC).  $25  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 
$25  •  MS-64  (ANA  Cache).  Brilliant.  ...25.00 

1960:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $25  •  Proof-64.  Brilliant. 
$35  •  Proof-65.  Brilliant.  (Hoarder’s  Special: 


10  for  $390),  or  buy  one  coin  for . 45.00 

1961  MS-63  (PCGS) . 19.00 

1961-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 39.00 

1962:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $45  •  Proof-65. 
Brilliant . 42.00 


1962-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 45.00 

1963:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $25  •  MS-65 


(PCGS)  . 115.00 

1963-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25.00 


Silver  Dollars 


Flowing  Hair  Dollars 


1795  Bolender-5.  VF-20.  A  pleasing  silver  gray 
specimen  of  this  popular  variety,  readily  identi¬ 
fied  by  the  “bar”  in  the  field  behind  Liberty’s 
hair,  caused  by  a  slip  of  the  engraver’s  hand 
while  adding  the  hair  details  to  the  obverse  die. 
One  or  two  very  insignificant  obverse  rim  bruises 
are  mentioned  for  accuracy.  A  very  nice  coin  for 
an  early  type  set . 1,650.00 


Outstanding  1795  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 
Bolender-7,  Rarity-4 


1795  B-7,  Rarity-4.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A 

superb  coin,  very  sharply  struck,  with  full  hair 
strands  (quite  unusual  on  a  1795  Flowing  Hair 
dollar) ,  and  much  more.  There  is  a  tiny  planchet 
mark  on  the  eagle,  which  didn’t  bother  PCGS, 
nor  does  it  bother  us,  but  we  wanted  to  mention 
it.  For  the  type  set  collector  or  dollar  specialist, 
here  is  a  true  beauty.  Another  great  buy  from  a 
buying  trip . 8,350.00 


Bowers  and  Merena  Reputation 

When  it  comes  to  respect  in  the  numis¬ 
matic  community,  few  compc nies  can  match 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.  We  have 
established  our  reputation  through  hon¬ 
esty,  courtesy,  selection,  award-winning 
publications,  and  service  to  the  hobby.  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  is  a  firm  you  will  be  proud  to 
deal  with. 


1797  B-3.  10x6  Stars.  VF-35.  Very  well  struck. 
Attractive  surfaces,  obverse  and  reverse,  with 
light  gray  toning.  An  excellent  specimen  of  this 
scarce  date,  and  a  really  great  value.2, 150.00 


Pleasing  1800  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 


1800  B-10.  Rarity-2,  AU-55  (PCGS).  A 

lustrous,  sharp  specimen  with  attractive  ton¬ 
ing,  all  in  all  a  very  satisfying  specimen  of  this 
date.  If  you  are  seeking  an  exceptional  early 
Draped  Bust  dollar  for  a  reasonable  price,  your 
search  ends  here! . 4,950.00 


Liberty  Seated  Dollars 


1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 


1836  Gobrecht  dollar.  J-60  Proof-63 
(NGC).  Obverse  with  Liberty  seated,  no  stars. 
Reverse  with  eagle  flying  amidst  a  galaxy  of  26 
stars:  13  large  and  13  small.  Dies  aligned  medal- 
wise,  with  eagle  flying  horizontal.  A  breathtak- 
ingly  beautiful  Proof  with  attractive  light  irides¬ 
cent  toning  around  the  borders  set  against 
brilliant  centers.  We  fell  in  love  with  this  coin 
the  moment  we  saw  it  at  a  recent  coin  show,  for 
we  realized  that  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint  it 
is  in  the  top  10%  of  the  surviving  pieces  in  this 
grade.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a  really  beauti¬ 
ful  Gobrecht  dollar,  and  for  a  reasonable  price, 
here  is  the  object  of  your  search.  ...  14,500.00 
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1840  VF-35.  Popular  and  somewhat  undervalued 
(in  our  opinion)  first  year  of  issue  of  the  design. 
Attractive  light  toning . 375.00 

1844  EF-40.  Attractive  iridescent  toning  is  noted 

over  reflective  fields.  Only  20,000  pieces  were 
coined  this  year.  A  popular  date  that  is  always 
in  demand . 725.00 

1 845  Just  24,500  were  struck  of  this  date.  EF-40. 

Light  gray  toning . 575.00 

1846:  •  EF-40.  $365  •  MS-60.  Sharply  struck 
devices  are  surrounded  by  brilliant,  reflective 
fields.  Some  minor  hairlines  are  noted  in  the 
fields . 1,450.00 

1846-0  Just  59,000  pieces  were  struck.  Popular 
as  the  first  year  of  United  States  branch  mint 
silver  dollar  coinage.  EF-40.  Very  sharp  for  the 
grade.  Lightly  toned  in  pearl  gray . 875.00 

1847  VF-35.  Attractively  toned . 275.00 

1848  Just  15,000  pieces  were  struck  this  year.  VF- 

35 . 575.00 


1850-0.  One  of  the  most  popular  and  most  de¬ 
sired  of  all  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollar  issues:  • 
VF-20.  Toned  light  gray.  $695  •  EF-45.  Pleas¬ 
ing  shades  of  lilac,  pale  gray,  and  soft  gold 
enhance  the  well-struck  design  elements  of  this 
popular  and  elusive  issue.  Just  40,000  pieces 
were  struck.  Call  right  away  on  this  one,  1850- 

O  dollars  always  sell  quickly! . 1,500.00 

1860-0:  •  EF-40.  $325  •  EF-45.  A  lightly  toned 
silver  dollar . 385.00 


Wonderful  1861  MS-63  Dollar 


1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Dave  Bowers  bought 
this  coin  from  Mr.  I.,  a  leading  New  England 
dealer,  who  bought  it  from  a  private  source. 
Never  before  on  the  coin  market,  or  at  least  not 
in  recent  generations,  it  is  from  an  old-time 
collection  that  came  out  of  hiding  in  Massachu¬ 
setts.  Sharply  struck,  lustrous,  and  brilliant  with 
delicate  iridescent  toning.  For  the  connoisseur 
an  unforgettable  specimen  of  one  of  the  most 
highly  prized  and  rarest  business  strike  dates  in 
the  entire  Liberty  Seared  series . 6,950.00 


1865  EF-40.  Light  gray  toning.  Very  rare  date 
from  the  final  year  of  the  Civil  War.  ...625.00 

1866  With  Motto.  EF-45.  Attractive.  ..750.00 
1868  VF-30  (NCI).  A  nice  example  of  With  Motto 

Liberty  Seated  $1  coinage.  From  the  year  Ulysses 
S.  Grant  was  elected  president . 365.00 

The  association  of  this  1868  dollar  with  Ulysses  S.  Grant’s 
presidential  election  is  highly  pertinent  to  1992,  as  this,  too,  is 
an  election  year.  The  entire  staff  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  urges  you  to  exercise  your  most  valuable  right  as  an 
American  citizen  and  cast  a  vote  for  the  candidate  of  your 
choice.  Let  your  voice  be  heard! 


1870  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  breath  takingly  beau¬ 
tiful,  brilliant,  and  very  desirable  specimen.  If 
you  are  building  a  high-quality  type  set,  your 
search  ends  with  this  coin.  You’ll  be  delighted 
with  it.  A  true  gem  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 
Another  recent  purchase . 8,795.00 

Of  the  1,000  Proof  specimens  coined  of  this  date,  it  is  hard 
to  imagine  more  than  just  a  small  fraction  of  those  pieces  having 
more  aesthetic  appeal  than  this  lovely  coin.  Virtually  as  fresh  as 
the  day  it  left  the  dies,  with  sharp  and  frosty  design  elements 
offset  by  deep  mirror  fields  and  pale  golden  toning  highlights. 

1870-CC  AU-55,  prooflike.  First  year  of  coin¬ 
age  from  the  Carson  City  Mint.  12,462  silver 
dollars  were  minted  at  this  facility  in  1870.  All 
Carson  City  silver  dollars  from  1870-1873  are 
eagerly  sought  by  collectors,  and  they  are  all 
considered  scarce  to  rare.  Pale  rose  and  golden 
toning  highlights  adorn  mirrorlike  surfaces. 
Faint  obverse  scratches  are  noted  in  the  fields  at 

3:00  and  9:00 . 1,650.00 

1872-S.  Very  elusive,  one  of  just  9,000  pieces 
struck.  VF-30.  An  attractive  example  toned 
light  gray . 725.00 

MORGAN  DOLLARS 

1878  7Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of’79.  MS-63.  Sharply 

struck.  Brilliant  and  frosty . 185.00 

1878  7  Tailfeathers:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  Reverse  of 
1878.  $49  •  MS-63.  $79  •  MS-63  (NGC).  $79 
•  MS-63  (PCGS).  $79  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $310  • 
MS-64  (NGC).  Reverse  of ‘78 . 310.00 


A  Letter  From  Arizona 

The  following  is  from  J.R.,  a  Phoenix,  Arizona 
client. 

“Dear  Sirs, 

“The  Morgan  silver  dollar  you  sent  me  was  of 
TOP  RATE  quality — far  finer  than  I  had  expected 
to  receive  for  this  grade.  1  can  easily  understand 
the  reason  for  your  success.  In  addition,  I  ordered 
a  copy  of  the  book,  A  Buyers’  Guide  to  the  Rare 
Coin  Market,  which  I  found  to  be  excellent  read¬ 
ing.  Thank  you  very  much!” 


1878-CC  MS-62 . 99.00 

1878- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1879- 0  MS-62 . 149.00 

1880- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1882-CC:  •  MS-62.  Prooflike.  $85  •  MS-62 

(PCGS) . 85.00 


1882-O/S  MS-64  (ANA  Cache).  Van  Allen 
Mallis-5  (VAM-5).  A  fully  brilliant  specimen  of 
this  scarce  and  desirable  overmintmark  variety. 
Specialists  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series  will  want 
this  lovely  coin  in  their  collections ...  1,295.00 


1883-CC  MS-61  (PCGS) . 69.00 

1883- S:  •  AU-50  (ANA  Cache).  $119  •  AU-55 

(ANA  Cache) . 135.00 

1884- CC  MS-62  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1884-0  MS-62  (PCGS) . 29.00 


1884-S:  •  AU-50  (ANA  Cache).  Sharp  with  reflec¬ 
tive  fields.  $285  •  AU-53.  $385  •  AU-55 
(PCGS).  Brilliant  with  reflective  surfaces.  $625 
•  AU-55  (ANA  Cache).  Frosty,  lustrous  and 
sharp.  A  nice  example  of  this  highly  desirable 


San  Francisco  Mint  issue . 625.00 

1885  MS-62  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1885-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 155.00 

1886  MS-60 . 19.00 

1887-0:  •  AU-55.  $35  •  MS-60  DMPL.  $145  •  MS- 

62.  $65  •  MS-62  (PCGS) . $65 

1887- S:  •  MS-61.  $72  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  .135.00 

1888- 0  MS-62  (PCGS) . 32.00 

1888-S  MS-61 . 130.00 

1889  MS-62  (PCGS)  . 29.00 


1889-CC  AU-53.  The  most  desirable  of  all  Carson 
City  Morgan  dollar  issues.  Pale  golden  high¬ 
lights  radiate  warmly  on  lustrous  surfaces.  One 
of  350,000  pieces  from  Carson  City  this  year, 
the  eighth  lowest  mintage  figure  in  the  Morgan 
dollar  series.  An  attractive  coin  that  will  sell 


quickly,  so  hurry  on  this  one . 2,895.00 

1889- 0  MS-62  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1890  MS-60  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1890- CC  MS-60 . 235.00 

1890-0  MS-61  (PCGS) . 45.00 

1890- S  MS-61  (PCGS)  . 45.00 

1891  MS-62  (NGC) . 99.00 

1891- CC  AU-58 . 130.00 

1891- 0  MS-60.  Fully  brilliant . 89.00 

1892- 0  AU-55 . 59.00 

1893  AU-50.  $155  •  MS-62  (PCGS) . 340 


ADD  OUR  GREAT  BOOKS 
TO  YOUR  LIBRARY 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed! 

Each  and  every  coin  offered  in  this  issue  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Review  is  subject  to  your  satisfac¬ 
tion.  You  have  30  full  days  (seven  days  for 
certified  coins)  to  examine  each  coin  very 
carefully,  to  be  sure  it  is  in  the  grade  you  want, 
has  the  striking  characteristics  you  want,  and  is 
aesthetically  pleasing  in  every  respect.  If  you 
are  even  the  slightest  bit  dissatisfied,  we  urge 
you  to  return  any  item!  We  are  not  happy  until 
you  are.  Since  1953  we  have  been  supplying 
the  right  coins  (and  tokens,  and  medals,  and 
paper  money)  to  the  right  people  for  prices  that 
are  “right” — coins  which  represent  excellent 
values. 
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When  it  comes  to  build 
beautiful  collections, 
we  wrote  the  booklet. 


If  you  are  interested  in  building  a 
beautiful  collection  of  scarce  and  rare 
coins,  we  would  like  to  introduce  you 
to  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program. 
Over  the  years,  thousands  of  collec¬ 
tors  have  found  the  C.P.P,  to  be  the 
best  way  to  achieve  their  collecting 
goals. 

I  am  sure  you  will  find  purchasing 
coins  through  C.P.P.  to  be  a  very  easy 
and  enjoyable  way  to  assemble  a 
valuable  and  interesting  collection  of 
rare  coins.  By  means  of  a  convenient 
monthly  payment  (or  credit  card 
charge)  our  expert  numismatists  will 
help  you  build  a  fine  display  of  gold 
coins,  commemorative  silver  pieces, 
19th-century  United  States  issues,  or 

another  specialty 
of  your  choice  — 
according  to  your 
wishes. 

You  will  be 
proud  of  your 
collection  as  it 
^ grows,  and  you 
will  know  that  you  will  be  buying 
pieces  of  selected  quality,  all  for  prices 
you’ll  find  to  be  excellent  values.  Our 
Collection  Portfolio  Program  is  the 
longest-established  and  most  success¬ 
ful  monthly  program  in  all  of  numis¬ 
matics. 

Personal  service  is  a  hallmark  of 
Bowers  and  Merena.  Your  personal 
account  representative  will  answer 
any  questions  you  may  have  and  will 
work  with  you  in  any  special  requests. 


^  gOL^TION  ^ 

PORTFOTJQ 


Send  for  your  free  copy 
today,  and  learn  how 
the  Collection  Portfolio 
Program  can  help  you 
build  the  collection 
you’ve  always 
wanted! 


You  will  build  a  collection  of  any  type 
you  desire,  in  grades  of  your  choosing 
with  a  full  money-back  guarantee  on 
every  purchase.  You’ll  also  be  making 
your  purchases  from  a  reputable  firm 
of  unsurpassed  financial  integrity. 

We  have  prepared  an  informative, 
no-obligation  brochure  we’d  like  to 
send  you  explaining  the  benefits  of 
the  C.P.P.  in  greater  detail,  and 
answering  any  questions  you  may 
have  about  the  program.  Just  fill  out 
the  coupon  on  this  page,  and  we’ll  get 
this  booklet  right  out  to  you! 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  we  all  look  forward  to 
hearing  from  you  soon. 

Sincerely, 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


Ra5^ond  N.  Merena, 

President 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 


□  Ye..,  The  Collection  Portfolio  Program  sounds  like  a  very  interesting  collecting 
opportunity  for  me.  Please  send  me  your  free,  no-obligation  brochure. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Daytime  Phone 


Mail  to:  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.,  Attn:  C.P.P.,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
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1 893-CC  VF-30.  A  nice  circulated  example  from  the 


final  year  of  Carson  City  coinage . 165.00 

1893-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  nice  example  for  the 
grade . 395.00 


1894:  •  AU-50.  Sharp  for  the  grade.  Brilliant. 
$575  •  AU-50.  Quite  a  lustrous  piece,  with 
pearl  gray  fields  toned  a  pleasant  gold.  $575  • 
MS-62  (NGC).  Lovely  cartwheel  lustre  comple¬ 
ments  satinlike  fields.  A  halo  of  champagne 
toning  adds  to  the^esthetic  appeal  of  this  nice 
coin . 1,295.00 

1895- S  AU-50.  A  scarce  issue  from  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint . 735.00 

1896- 0:  •  AU-50.  $139  •  AU-50  (ANA  Cache). 

Lightly  toned.  $139  •  AU-55.  $145  •  MS-60 
(PCGS).  $895  •  MS-61  (PCGS).  Very  nice. 
Frosty  fields  are  toned  pale  orange.  A  better 
than  average  strike  for  this  New  Orleans  silver 
dollar  issue . 1,150.00 

1897- 0:  •  AU-50.  $59  •  AU-58.  $175  •  MS-61 

(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  few  scat¬ 
tered  surface  marks  keeping  this  from  a  much 
higher  grade . 735.00 

1897-S:  •  AU-58.  Just  a  hint  of  rubbing  on  fully 
brilliant  surfaces.  $35  •  MS-60.  $42  •  MS-62 
(PCGS) . 55.00 

1900-0/CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  specimen  of 
this  popular  variety.  Just  a  few  insignificant 
marks  keep  this  lovely  coin  from  a  much  higher 
grade . 295.00 

This  interesting  “overmintmark”  variety  was  created  when 
leftover  Carson  City  reverse  dies  (more  than  one  variety  is 
known)  were  discovered  some  years  after  that  mint  closed  its 
coinage  operations.  These  dies  had  their  mintmarks  partially 
effaced  from  the  dies,  and  were  then  shipped  to  the  mint  in  New 
Orleans  for  use  in  that  mint’s  coinage  operations. 

1901:  •  AU-58.  A  fully  brilliant  piece.  $645  •AU- 
58  (PCGS).  A  rare  Philadelphia  Mint  silver 
dollar  issue . 645.00 

1902  MS-62  (PCGS) . 70.00 

1903- 0  MS-62  (PCGS) . 185.00 

1904- S  MS-62  (PCGS)  .  Just  a  few  light  scattered 

marks  keep  this  brilliant  coin  from  a  higher 
grade.  Hints  of  pale  gold  enhance  the  attractive 
surfaces . $1,195 

1921-D  MS-62  (PCGS) . 29.00 


A  Numismatic  Masterpiece 

The  following  letter  is  from  Leonard  Hughes: 

“I  recently  received  my  copy  of  Commemora¬ 
tive  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Ency¬ 
clopedia.  While  I  am  a  relative  newcomer  to  rare 
coins,  having  purchased  my  first  coin  in  1979, 
commemoratives  have  been  my  focus  in  recent 
years.  Your  encyclopedia  is  a  numismatic  mas¬ 
terpiece!  There  are  no  words  which  could  con¬ 
vey  my  appreciation  for  your  work  and  those 
who  contributed  to  it.” 


A  Florida  Client  Writes 

The  following  is  from  R.C.S.,  a  Florida  client: 

“Thank  you  so  much  for  the  1867  With  Rays 
Shield  nickel  which  you  just  sent  me.  The  coin 
is  truly  beautiful,  and  I  appreciate  acquiring 
such  an  excellent  example  of  this  low-mintage 
variety.” 


Variety  Selected  MS-63  Selected  MS-64  Selected  MS-65 

1878  8  Tailfeathers 

$110 

$320 

— 

1878  7  over  8  TF 

155 

595 

— 

1878  7  Tailfeathers 

79 

310 

... 

1878-CC 

185 

365 

... 

1878-S 

49 

95 

$345 

1879-P 

65 

199 

1,695 

1879-CC  sharp  MM 

— 

— 

— 

1879-0 

295 

795 

— 

1879-S 

39 

55 

159 

1880-P 

55 

165 

... 

1880-CC 

195 

355 

1,050 

1880-0 

460 

1,350 

... 

1880-S 

39 

55 

159 

1881-P 

55 

175 

— 

1881-CC 

215 

340 

695 

1881-0 

59 

209 

2,650 

1881-S 

39 

55 

159 

1882-P 

55 

110 

650 

1882-CC 

95 

149 

425 

1882-0 

55 

185 

1,950 

1882-S 

39 

55 

159 

1883-P 

45 

59 

185 

1883-CC 

90 

115 

350 

1883-0 

39 

55 

159 

1883-S 

— 

3,950 

— 

1884-P 

45 

85 

295 

1884-CC 

90 

115 

350 

1884-0 

39 

55 

159 

1884-S 

... 

— 

— 

1885-P 

39 

55 

175 

1885-CC 

285 

375 

795 

1885-0 

39 

55 

159 

1885-S 

270 

550 

— 

1886-P 

39 

55 

159 

1886-0 

1,895 

— 

... 

1886-S 

395 

735 

... 

1887-P 

39 

55 

159 

1887-0 

245 

875 

— 

1887-S 

320 

735 

— 
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Variety 

Selected  MS-63 

Selected  MS-64 

Selected  MS-65 

1888-P 

$45 

$59 

$265 

1888-0 

49 

99 

995 

1888-S 

375 

750 

— 

1889-P 

45 

65 

650 

1889-CC 

— 

— 

— 

1889-0 

210 

675 

— 

1889-S 

235 

525 

1,425 

1890-P 

55 

285 

3,995 

1890-CC 

585 

1,195 

... 

1890-0 

110 

285 

... 

1890-S 

129 

265 

1,095 

1891-P 

169 

665 

— 

1891-CC 

375 

865 

... 

1891-0 

175 

950 

— 

1891-S 

135 

330 

1,295 

1892-P 

399 

765 

— 

1892-CC 

950 

... 

... 

1892-0 

245 

690 

... 

1892-S 

— 

— 

... 

1893-P 

525 

1,395 

— 

1893-CC 

... 

— 

... 

1893-0 

— 

... 

1893-S 

— 

— 

1894-P 

... 

— 

— 

1894-0 

2,50 

4,450 

— 

1894-S 

675 

1,450 

— 

1895  Proof 

... 

— 

... 

1895-0 

— 

— 

— 

1895-S 

— 

— 

— 

1896-P 

39 

55 

260 

1896-0 

— 

— 

1896-S 

... 

— 

... 

1897-P 

45 

85 

525 

1897-0 

3,295 

— 

— 

1897-S 

95 

215 

750 

1898-P 

45 

59 

310 

1898-0 

39 

55 

165 

1898-S 

375 

665 

— 

1899-P 

120 

275 

— 

MORGAN  SILVER  DOLLARS 
1878-1921 
Select  Mint  State 

We  offer  a  selection  of  Morgan  silver  dollars  of 
hand-picked  quality,  certified  by  ANACS,  NGC, 
and  PCGS.  Each  coin  has  been  selected  by  Q.  David 
Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena,  and  Mark  Borckardt. 
Each  coin  is  frosty  and  is  brilliant  or  attractively 
lightly  toned.  Each  coin  has  excellent  aesthetic 
appeal  for  its  grade.  If  you  are  interested  in  Morgan 
silver  dollars,  use  this  selection  to  add  to  your 
collection.  We  know  you’ll  be  delighted. 


SPECIAL  DEAL 

Buy  5  or  more  different  Morgan  silver  dollars 
from  this  listing,  varieties  of  your  choice,  and  take 
a  5%  discount  from  the  total;  buy  10  or  more 
different  and  take  an  7%  discount;  buy  20  or  more 
different  and  take  an  8%  discount! 


SPECIAL  MORGAN  DOLLAR 
COLLECTION  NO.  1. 

Mintmark  Collection:  Morgan  silver  dol¬ 
lars  were  struck  at  these  five  mints:  Philadelphia, 
Carson  City,  Denver,  New  Orleans,  and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  Buy  a  collection  of  five  different  mints,  dates 
of  our  choice,  each  of  superb  hand-picked  quality 
ideal  for  display,  in  MS-63  grade  (regular  prices: 
$252)  for  $235,  in  MS-64  grade  (regular  prices: 
$415)  for  $370,  or  in  MS-65  grade  (regular  prices 
$1,242)  for  $1,150. 

SPECIAL  MORGAN  DOLLAR 
COLLECTION  NO.  2. 

Carson  City  Starter  Collection:  One 

each  of  the  popular  1882-CC,  1883-CC,  and  1884- 
CC  dates,  an  ideal  way  to  add  some  beautiful 
Carson  City  dollars  to  your  Morgan  dollar  collec¬ 
tion!  MS-63  set  (regular  prices  total  $275)  for 
$249.  MS-64  set  (regular  prices  total  $379)  for 
$349.  MS-65  set  (regular  prices  total  $1,125)  for 
$999. 


SPECIAL  MORGAN  DOLLAR 
COLLECTION  NO.  3. 

Carson  City  Expanded  Collection:  One 

each  of  1878-CC,  1880-CC,  1881-CC,  1882-CC, 
1883-CC,  1884-CC,and  1885-CC,  each  a  beautiful, 
hand-picked  coin!  These  romantic  dollars  of  the 
Wild  West  have  always  been  in  special  demand. 
Buy  a  collection  in  MS-63  grade  (regular  prices 
total  $1,155)  for  $1 ,065 .  Buy  a  collection  in  MS-64 
grade  (regular  prices  total  $1,814)  for  $1,650. 

SPECIAL  MORGAN  DOLLAR 
COLLECTION  NO.  4. 

Morgan  Dollar  Grading  Set:  One  of  each 
grade,  certified  by  leading  grading  services  (ANACS, 
NGC,  and/or  PCGS — as  are  all  of  the  coins  in  this 
special  listing).  We  will  select  nice  examples,  vari¬ 
eties  of  our  choice,  for  this  set,  and  will  include  one 
each  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65.  (Value  at  our 
regular  prices:  $253).  Special  net:  $235. 
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SPECIAL  MORGAN  DOLLAR 
COLLECTION  NO.  5. 


MORGAN  SILVER  DOI.LARS 


Starter  Collection:  Our  hand-picked  se¬ 
lection  of  different  Morgan  silver  dollars  of  the 
early  1878-1904  era — a  great  start  on  a  beautiful 
collection!  Our  choice  of  varieties.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed.  $2,500  or  more  value  per  our  regular 
prices.  (Naturally,  you  get  more  different  varieties 
in  an  MS-63  set  than  in  an  MS-64  or  MS-65  set,  for 
the  same  money.)  Specify  the  grade  you  want:  MS- 
63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65.  Collection  for,  net:  $2,295. 


SPECIAL  MORGAN  DOLLAR 
COLLECTION  NO.  6. 

Starter  Collection:  As  above,  but  $5,000 
or  more  value  per  our  regular  prices.  Specify  the 
grade  you  want:  MS-63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65.  Collec¬ 
tion  for,  net:  $4,500. 


SPECIAL  MORGAN  DOLLAR 
COLLECTION  NO.  7. 

Starter  Collection:  As  above,  but  $10,000 
or  more  value  per  our  regular  prices.  Specify  the 
grade  you  want:  MS-63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65.  Collec¬ 
tion  for,  net:  $8,975. 


SPECIAL  MORGAN  DOLLAR 
COLLECTION  NO.  8. 

Our  Most  Extensive  Starter  Collection! : 

As  above,  but  $20,000  or  more  value  per  our 
regular  prices.  Specify  the  grade  you  want:  MS-63, 
MS-64,  or  MS-65.  Collection  for,  net:  $17,895. 


Special  Deal! 

5  to  8%  of® 


MORGAN 
SILVER  DOLLARS 


uy  5  or  more  different  Morgan  silver 
dollars,  your  choice  from  the  grid,  and 
take  a  5%  discount  from  the  total;  buy  10 
or  more  different  and  take  a  7%  discount;  buy  20 
or  more  different  and  take  an  8%  discount! 


Variety 

Selected  MS-63 

Selected  MS-64 

Selected  MS-65 

1899-0 

$39 

$55 

$165 

1899-S 

325 

685 

___ 

1900-P 

39 

55 

210 

1900-0 

39 

55 

169 

1900-0  over  CC 

515 

795 

--- 

1900-S 

330 

525 

2,250 

1901 

— 

___ 

— 

1901-0 

45 

65 

— 

375 

1901-S 

415 

1,050 

— - 

1902-P 

79 

199 

1 - 

875 

1902-0 

39 

55 

250 

1902-S 

415 

895 

— 

1903 

65 

79 

340 

1903-0 

225 

235 

665 

1903-S 

___ 

3,450 

___ 

1904 

190 

735 

— 

1904-0 

39 

55 

165 

1904-S 

1,595 

___ 

___ 

1921-P  Morgan 

28 

32 

210 

1921-D 

45 

135 

415 

1921-S 

42 

230 

— 

Peace  Dollars 

1921  Peace.  AU-50 . 85.00 

1922- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 39.00 

1923- D  MS-62 . 32.00 

1923-S:  •  MS-60  (PCGS).  $29  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  An 

attractive  piece . 39.00 

1925- S  AU-55 . 39.00 

1926  MS-62 . 32.00 

1926- S:  •  AU-50.  $19  •  MS-62  (PCGS) . 45.00 

1928:  •  AU-58.  $145  •  MS-60.  A  key  date  in  the 

series . 199.00 

The  1928  Peace  dollar’s  mintage  of  just  360,649  pieces  is 
the  lowest  in  the  entire  series. 

1928-S  AU-55 . 59.00 

1934  AU-55 . 42.00 

Susan  B.  Anthony  Dollar 

1979-S  Type  2.  Proof-65.  Cameo . 95.00 


Trade  Dollars 


1875-S/CC  MS-64,  with  small  chopmark.  If  not  for 
this  chopmark  on  the  reverse,  this  coin  would  be 
worth  thousands  more  than  this  low  price.  This 
coin  is  superb  in  every  other  respect.  The 


Quality — ^Value — Service 


Buying  coins  is  a  pleasure  when  you  do 
business  with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries, 
Inc.  For  many  years,  since  1953  in  fact,  we 
have  been  supplying  choice,  rare,  and  desir¬ 
able  coins  to  our  clients,  and  in  the  meantime 


building  what  is  probably  the  world’s  most 
successful  rare  coin  dealership.  If  you  haven’t 
yet  ordered  from  us,  use  this  Rare  Coin  Review 
to  do  so.  We  guarantee  that  you  will  be  de¬ 
lighted! 
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Variety 

Selected  MS-63 

Selected  MS-64 

Selected  MS-65 

1921 

$275 

$550 

$2,495 

1922 

29 

55 

215 

1922-D 

55 

115 

895 

1922-S 

79 

409 

1923 

29 

55 

199 

1923-D 

110 

350 

1923-S 

89 

595 

1924 

32 

55 

275 

1924-S 

495 

1,195 

1925 

29 

55 

225 

1925-S 

190 

995 

1926 

59 

95 

525 

1926-D 

175 

290 

1,125 

1926-S 

85 

295 

1,795 

1927 

159 

475 

1927-D 

495 

1,450 

1927-S 

215 

1,150 

1928 

325 

650 

1928-S 

395 

1934 

175 

315 

1,995 

1934-D 

255 

725 

2,250 

1934-S 

1935 

110 

245 

1,195 

1935-S 

325 

465 

1,650 

chopmark  adds  historical  interest;  indeed,  a 
new  collectors’  group  has  been  formed  recently 
to  study  coins  with  chopmarks.  The  aesthetic 
appeal  is  unimprovable.  Sharply  struck.  Bril¬ 
liant  frosty  fields  with  delicate  golden  toning.  A 
prize  for  the  trade  dollar  specialist.  .3,195.00 


very  rarest  of  all  trade  dollars.  We  have  only  handled  one  other 
specimen  at  this  grade  level. 

1877  VF-20 . 115.00 

1877- S  AU-50 . 285.00 

1878- CC  EF-40  (NGC).  A  scarce  Carson  City 

Mint  issue  which  is  sure  to  delight  the  new 

owner.  Toned  in  soft  iridescent  hues  over  prob¬ 
lem-free  fields . 1,895.00 


Landmark  Gem  1878-CC  Trade  Dollar 


1878-CC  MS-65  (INS).  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  of  the  rarest  of  the  rare  among  business 
strike  trade  dollars,  the  1878-CC.  This  coin  is 
exceedingly  sharply  struck,  well  centered,  with 
smooth,  satiny,  lustrous  fields  overlaid  with 
magenta  and  gunmetal-blue  toning  of  medium 
intensity.  While  the  International  Numismatic 
Society  does  not  publish  a  population  report  of 
the  coins  it  grades,  we  doubt  if  any  equal  pieces 
have  passed  through  its  hands.  In  even  MS-60 
grade  the  1878-CC  would  be  important.  In  MS- 
65  grade,  as  here  certified,  we  are  presented 
with  a  landmark  offering,  one  which  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  trade  dollar  enthusiast  would  do 
well  to  consider  carefully.  In  all  grades,  the 
1878-CC  is  the  rarest  business  strike  trade 
dollar.  In  MS-65  grade,  while  it  is  not  the  rarest 
(this  honor  is  reserved  for  1873-CC  and  1876- 
CC,  more  or  less  tied),  it  certainly  is  in  the  front 
rank . 24,700.00 


1881  Gem  Proof  Trade  Dollar 


1881  Proof-65.  Mirrored  fields  are  lightly 
toned  in  gorgeous  iridescent  hues.  The  central 
motifs  are  struck  to  full  advantage  and  are 
highlighted  by  full  cameo  frost.  A  Proof-only 
issue,  and  one  of  just  960  such  pieces  coined.  A 
prize  for  the  connoisseur.  Call  quickly  on  this 
beauty!  . 8,250.00 


25  Good  Reasons 
To  Buy  Your  Coins 
From  Bowers  &  Merena 

Convenient  ordering:  Do  you 

want  to  order  by  phone?  By  mail? 
By  fax?  Bowers  and  Merena  offers 
all  these  options,  so  ordering  from  us  will  be 
as  convenient  as  possible  for  you! 


The  1 875-S/CC  is  the  only  overmintmark  within  the  series. 
In  high  grades  such  as  the  MS-64  offered  here,  it  is  one  of  the 


His  Third  Order  From  Us 


The  following  letter  is  from  Michael  lacono: 

“Dear  Mark  Borckardt, 

“1  thought  it  a  good  idea  to  send  you  a  brief 
note  about  the  coin  1  received  today  from  your 
latest  catalogue.  This  is  one  of  the  nicest  Mor¬ 
gan  silver  dollars  that  1  have  ever  purchased. 
Sure,  it  was  only  a  common  date,  but  it  certainly 
was  nice.  This  is  my  third  order  with  your 
company,  and  every  coin  has  been  just  as  great 
as  this  one.  I  have  been  a  collector-investor  for 


a  number  of  years  now,  and  have  done  business 
with  quite  a  few  companies  across  the  country, 
but  the  high  quality  that  Bowers  and  Merena 
delivers,  without  adding  a  lot  of  cute  words  and 
sales  ideas,  or  other  confusing  adjectives  is  what 
counts.  Also,  I  like  no  hidden  costs  like  a  sur¬ 
charge  for  using  credit  cards  or  high  mailing 
charges. 

“Keep  up  the  good  work.  You’ll  be  hearing 
from  me  in  the  future!” 
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A  Great  Opportunity! 
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BOWERS  AND  MERENA 

Confidential  Want  List  Information 


Dear  Friend, 

We  would  like  to  get  to  know  you  better  and  to  serve  your  account  more 
quickly  and  personally  than  ever.  To  help  us  learn  more  about  you  and 
your  areas  of  interest,  please  complete  the  following  questionnaire  with 
as  much  information  as  you  feel  comfortable  in  providing.  This  informa¬ 
tion  will  be  kept  in  confidence. 

When  you  return  this  to  me,  the  Bowers  and  Merena  team  will  jump 
into  action.  I  know  we  can  help  you  add  some  really  beautiful  pieces  to 
your  collection!  Thank  you  for  your  time.  We  appreciate  the  opportunity 
to  work  with  you  on  your  Want  List. 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 

Please  answer  the  following: 

1)  Year  in  which  I  began  my  interest  in  rare  coins: _ 

2)  Numismatic  area(s)  of  greatest  interest  to  me: 


3)  Approximate  annual  amount  of  numismatic  purchases  from 

all  sources: _ 

4)  When  Bowers  and  Merena  obtains  an  item  on  my  Want  List, 
I  would  like  to: 

□  receive  a  quote  by  telephone 

□  receive  a  quote  by  mail 

□  receive  the  coin  on  approval  as  soon  as  possible 

5)  I  prefer  coins 

□  certified 

□  not  certified 

□  no  preference 

6)  Numismatic  publications  to  which  I  subscribe: 

□  Coin  World 

□  Numismatic  News 

□  The  Numismatist 

□  Coins  Magazine 

□  CoinAge 

□  The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter 

□  The  Certified  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter 

□  World  Coin  News 

□  Other(s): _ _ 


NAME 


CUSTOMER  NUMBER  (IF  KNOWN) 
STREET  OR  BOX 


CITY  STATE  ZIP 


DAYTIME  TELEPHONE 


OCCUPATION 


Helpful  suggestions  for  your  Want  List: 

1.  Please  list  as  many  items  as  possible  (feel  free  to  use  additional  sheets 
if  space  is  needed) .  The  more  you  list,  the  better  are  the  chances  that  we  will 
be  able  to  offer  you  interesting  coins  as  they  are  acquired.  You  can  either  be 
specific,  such  as:  “1893-S  EF-40  to  MS-60,”  or  you  can  be  general,  as:  “I  am 
building  a  set  of  Proof-63  or  better  Liberty  Seated  dollars  and  need  every¬ 
thing  except  the  1870  and  1871,”  etc. 

2.  Please  give  us  an  indication  of  the  grades  you  like.  If  you  indicate  a 
range,  naturally  you  will  have  a  greater  chance  at  acquiring  the  coins  you 
want.  For  example,  if  you  are  collecting  Morgan  silver  dollars,  you  might  give 
as  a  range  “MS-60  to  MS-63,”  “MS-64  and  MS-65,”  or  something  similar.  If 
you  are  collecting  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  Mint  gold,  a  range  such  as  “VF- 
30  to  AU-50,”  or  “EF-40  to  MS-60  or  better,”  would  be  ideal.  If  you  would  like 
suggestions  in  this  regard,  we’d  be  glad  to  help. 

3.  If  you  are  typical  of  most  of  our  clients,  you  have  a  broad  range  of 
interests.  If  you  have  some  series  in  mind  that  you  might  like  to  collect  should 
an  interesting  opportunity  arise,  let  us  know,  and  if  we  obtain  a  particularly 
nice  holding  in  this  area,  we’ll  quote  coins  or  send  pieces  on  approval 
(whichever  you  prefer) .  For  example,  a  client  recently  called  to  say  that  he 
would  like  to  begin  a  type  set  of  commemorative  half  dollars.  We  sent  him 
a  nice  selection,  and  now  he  is  well  on  the  way  to  owning  one  of  the  nicest 
sets  we’ve  ever  put  together. 

4.  For  single  items,  please  list  scarcer  and  rarer  items  valued  in  the  $400 
range  or  more  (the  main  purpose  of  our  Want  List  Program  is  to  help  you 
track  down  those  hard-to-find  items!).  Of  course,  if  you  want  us  to  help  you 
build  an  entire  collection  from  the  beginning,  as  did  our  client  with  the 
commemorative  set  mentioned  in  the  above  paragraph,  we’ll  find  the 
common  along  with  the  rare. 

5.  If  you  would  like  us  to  work  with  you  supplying  coins  “automatically” 
on  a  monthly  basis,  the  commoner  as  well  as  the  scarcer  issues,  you  will  find 
our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  to  be  the  ideal  way  to  build  a  beautiful 
collection.  Instead  of,  or  in  addition  to,  sending  us  a  Want  List,  just  indicate 
what  Collection  Portfolio  Program  would  be  of  interest  to  you  in  the 
appropriate  space  on  the  back  of  this  page. 

(over) 
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Want  Lint  of  Major  Items 

Date 

Denomination 

Grade  Range 

Date 

Denomination 

Grade  Range 

' 

In  addition  to  my  current  Want  List  and  interests,  I  would  like 
to  learn  about  coins  in  the  following  other  series,  should  they 
become  available: 


SPECIAL  NOTICE:  If  you  are  no  longer  actively  purchasing 
coins  and  are  considering  selling  what  you  have,  please  send  for 
our  FREE  color  brochure,  “How  to  Realize  the  Best  Market  Price 
for  Your  Collection.”  Send  us  this  sheet,  filled  out  appropriately, 
and  Dr.  Richard  Bagg,  our  director  of  auctions,  will  be  in  contact 
with  you: 

Brief  description  of  holdings: 


Please  send  me  information  on  your  Collection 

Portfolio  Program  in  the  area(s)  I  have  indicated: 

□  Morgan  silver  dollar  collection  1878-1921 

□  Peace  silver  dollar  collection  1921-1935 

□  Commemorative  half  dollars  1892-1954 
by  design  types 

□  Commemorative  half  dollars  by  dates 
and  varieties 

□  A  type  set  of  U.S.  copper,  nickel,  and  silver 
coins,  19th  and  20th  centuries 

□  A  type  set  of  U.S.  gold  coins 

□  Other: _ 

I  would  like  spend  about  $ _ per  month  on 

this  program. 

Jrs  and  Merena  Galleries 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

800-222-5993 
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United  States  Gold 

Coins  for  Sale 


One-Dollar  Gold 


1855:  •  AU-50  (PCGS).  Very  choice  for  the 
grade,  with  lustre  remaining  on  the  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  $795  •  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and 
attractive  with  just  a  faint  whisper  of  friction  on 
the  high  points.  A  popular  design  type  that  was 
coined  only  in  1854-1856 . 1,350.00 

The  Type  II  gold  dollar  issues  of  1854-1856  were  coined  at 
several  mints.  The  1854  issue  was  minted  only  at  Philadelphia, 
while  the  1855  coinage  was  from  Philadelphia,  Charlotte, 
Dahlonega,  and  New  Orleans.  The  Type  II  issue  of  1 856,  the  last 
year  of  the  type,  was  coined  only  at  San  Francisco. 


1855-C  One-Dollar  Gold  AU-50 


1855-C  AU-50  (PCGS).  This  1855-C  gold 
dollar  from  a  recent  marathon  buying  trip  is  not 
the  world’s  best  strike,  for  1855-C  gold  dollars 
are  usually  seen  weak.  However,  among  1855- 
C  gold  dollars  this  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have 
ever  seen.  The  1855-C  is  at  least  1 00  times  rarer 
than  a  Philadelphia  Mint  gold  dollar  of  the 
same  date.  If  you  are  a  gold  dollar  specialist, 
telephone  for  this  one.  You  will  not  find  a  nicer 
one — or,  for  that  matter,  one  that  even  comes 
close  to  this  one — for  the  price . 4,995.00 


1857.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with 
blushes  of  coppery  gold  iridescence  on  the 

reverse . 575.00 

1862  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  frosty,  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  this  Civil  War  year  coin . 950.00 

1866  MS-62  (NGC).  In  Mint  State  the  1866  gold 
dollar  is  a  prime  rarity  and  is  far  more  elusive 
that  most  specialists  realize.  As  does  the  coin 
we  offer  here,  all  business  strikes  show  die 
finish  lines;  the  Mint  was  not  careful  when  this 
die  was  prepared  for  coinage.  In  just  MS-60 
grade  (itself  a  rarity)  the  1866  catalogues  $2,000 
in  the  current  Guide  Book.  This  was  one  of  the 


prizes  from  our  recent  buying  trip.  We  pass  the 
savings  right  along  to  you.  Buy  this  MS-62 

rarity  for  only . 1,975.00 

1874  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty,  with 

nice  eye  appeal . 535.00 

1889  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lovely  lustrous  example 
coined  during  the  final  year  of  the  design  type. 
A  splendid  candidate  for  a  high-grade  type  set 
or  outstanding  date  collection . 895.00 

Quarter  Ea^es 


Rare  1808  Quarter  Eagle.  AU-53 


1808  AU-53.  Of  all  the  gold  coins  in  the 
American  series,  none  is  more  widely  desired 
than  the  1808  quarter  eagle,  for  this  is  the  only 
date  of  its  design  type.  No  collection  of  United 
States  coins  by  designs  can  be  complete  with¬ 
out  one.  And,  yet,  there  are  relatively  few 
around,  probably  no  more  than  a  couple  hun¬ 
dred,  and  this  estimate  may  be  on  the  high  side. 
Of  those  that  do  exist,  few  can  match  this 
beauty.  The  presently  offered  coin,  one  of  our 
prizes  brought  home  from  one  of  our  recent 
buying  trips,  has  much  original  mint  lustre  and 
is  well  struck.  If  this  date  is  on  your  want  list, 
here  is  a  coin  that  combines  rarity,  high  grade, 
and  reasonable  price.  Telephone  us  to  reserve  it 
for . 34,500.00 


1839-0  Classic  AU-53  (PCGS).  Mintmark  on 
obverse.  Sharp  and  very  frosty.  A  prize  quarter 

eagle  just  added  to  our  stock! . 2,895.00 

1843-D  VF-35  (PCGS).  A  nice  example  of  a 
Dahlonega  Mint  issue  for  a  type  set.  ...850.00 


1843-0  Small  Date.  Crosslet  4.  EF-40.  Attractive 
for  the  grade  with  wisps  of  satiny  mint  lustre 
surviving  at  the  rims . 315.00 


Classic  1845-0  Quarter  Eagle 


1845-0  AU-50.  (NGC).  The  1845-0  is 
one  of  the  most  famous  and  enigmatic  of  all 
quarter  eagles.  Although  4,000  coins  were  made, 
according  to  Mint  reports,  the  variety  was  gen¬ 
erally  unknown  until  the  20th  century.  Today  it 
remains  a  highly  prized  issue,  one  of  the  keys  to 
the  series.  The  coin  offered  here  is  Condition 
Census  and  is  one  of  the  finest  known  to  exist. 
Here  is  one  of  our  favorite  coins  from  a  very  nice 
holding  of  early  gold  coins  recently  purchased. 
Once  we  sell  this,  we  doubt  if  you  would  be  able 
to  secure  a  replacement  for  twice  our  price  of 
only . 6,450.00 

1846-D  VF-25.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  this 
popular  and  rare  Dahlonega  issue .  795.00 


1854-C  EF-45.  This  coin,  just  purchased,  is  one  of 
the  nicest  examples  of  this  rarity  we’ve  seen  in 
recent  times.  A  prize  coin  for  the  advanced 
specialist . 1,995.00 


25  Good  Reasons 
To  Buy  Your  Coins 
From  Bowers  &  Merena 

A  courteous  staff:  When  you 
deal  with  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries,  you  can  be  assured  that  you 
will  be  treated  fairly,  promptly,  and  courte¬ 
ously  by  everyone  on  our  staff.  To  put  it 
simply,  we  treat  you  like  we  would  like  to  be 
treated  ourselves. 
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Rare  1854-D  Quarter  Eagle 


1854-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
of  this  rare  issue.  Very  difficult  to  obtain  in 
grades  higher  than  Extremely  Fine.  Just  1,760 
pieces  were  coined . 5,295.00 


1857-D  Quarter  Eagle 


1857-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  One  of  the  finest 
1857-D  quarter  eagles  to  come  on  the  market  in 
recent  years,  this  coin  is  very  lustrous  and  is 
undoubtedly  in  the  top  10%  of  surviving  pieces, 
condition-wise.  A  very  nice  prize  for  the  gold 
specialist! . 4,950.00 


1861  MS-61  (PCGS).  Nice  for  a  type  set.  ..495.00 

Attractive  1885  Quarter  Eagle 

1885  AU-50  (PCGS).  There  are  not  many  19th- 

century  United  States  gold  coins  with  a  busi¬ 
ness  strike  mintage  of  fewer  than  1,000  pieces, 
and  this  is  one  of  them.  Purchased  by  Dave 
Bowers  on  a  recent  buying  trip,  this  quarter 
eagle  is  a  sparkling  little  beauty.  Take  it  away 
for  just . 3,295.00 

1886  AU-53 . 575.00 

1902  AU-50 . 235.00 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  coin  with  lovely  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre . 695.00 


191 1-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  very 
frosty.  Recently  added  to  our  stock  .  1,650.00 
1925-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  popular  issue  notable  as 
being  one  of  just  three  dates  of  Indian  Head 

quarter  eagles  coined  at  Denver . 215.00 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  lustrous  gem. 
Much  nicer  than  the  majority  of  Uncirculated 

examples  seen . 1,550.00 

1929  MS-63  (NGC).  Exhibits  frosty  mint  bril¬ 
liance . 695.00 


Tliree-Dollar  Gold 


1854  EF-45  (NGC).  First  year  of  issue  of  the 
denomination  and  the  only  year  with  the  word 
DOLLARS  in  very  small  letters . 795.00 


1855  EF-40  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  wisps 
of  coppery  iridescence  at  borders,  and  traces  of 
satiny  mint  lustre  inprotected  areas.  ...850.00 
1878  MS-62.  Lightly  cleaned  long  ago,  this  at¬ 
tractive  coin  still  maintains  its  integrity  as  an 
Uncirculated  piece.  Choice  for  the  grade.  This 
issue  is  readily  available  in  circulated  grades, 
but  like  most  dates  in  the  series,  is  highly 
desirable  in  Mint  State.  Frosty,  radiant  golden 
surfaces  with  generous  amounts  of  lustre  in 
evidence.  We  guarantee  you  will  be  100%  de¬ 
lighted,  or  your  money  back! . 2,495.00 

Half  Eagles 

1835  Classic  Head.  AU-53  (NGC).  Fully  bril 
liant  with  satiny  surfaces.  Most  of  the  design 
features  show  bold  definition,  including  the 

eagle’s  claws  and  leg  feathers . 975.00 

1838  AU-53  (PCGS).  Scarce  date.  Sharply  struck 

and  very  lustrous . 1,150.00 

1854-D  AU-53  (NGC).  One  of  the  nicest  speci¬ 
mens  of  this  rarity  we've  seen  in  quite  a  while. 
Sharply  struck,  with  lustre  still  remaining,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  protected  areas . 2,850.00 

1859-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  for  the 
grade.  The  second  lowest  mintage  of  all 
Dahlonega  Mint  half  eagles.  A  mere  10,366 

pieces  were  coined . 1,850.00 

1866  VF-35  (PCGS).  A  very  rare  and  generally 

overlooked  date . 850.00 

1881  AU-58  (PCGS) . 175.00 

1893-CC  VF-25  (PCGS)  An  example  of  the  last  half 
eagle  issue  from  Carson  City . 335.00 


1909-0  AU-50.  A  scarce  issue  in  the  half  eagle 
series.  Frosty  mint  lustre  is  present.  The  only 
year  Indian  Head  half  eagles  were  struck  at  the 
New  Orleans  Mint.  Just  34,200  pieces  were 


coined . 1,950.00 

1913  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 275.00 


From  Aubrey  E.  Bebee 
An  Old-Time  Dealer 

The  following  commentary  is  from  Aubrey  E. 
Bebee,  an  old-timer  in  the  rare  coins  business  (he 
began  his  dealership  in  1939): 

“Your  outstanding  book.  Commemorative 
Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclo¬ 
pedia,  arrived  a  few  days  ago.  It  is  without 
doubt  the  most  outstanding  work  that  has  ever 
been  produced  on  the  subject  of  commem- 
oratives.  We  congratulate  you  for  your  truly 
remarkable  research  which  resulted  in  such  a 
prize  book. 

“Thank  you  again  and  with  warmest  regards 
from  both  Adeline  and  myself.” 


Eti^les 


Rare  1798/7  9X4  Stars  Eagle 


1798/7  9X4  Stars.  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Among  early  $10  pieces  this  is  one  of  the  very 
rarest.  In  fact,  the  total  mintage  for  the  variety 
was  just  900  pieces!  The  coin  offered  here  is 
sharply  struck  and  very  beautiful  and  ranks  as 
one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  handled.  A 
wonderful  combination  of  rarity,  desirability, 
and  great  aesthetic  appeal.  This  new  purchase 
will  look  great  in  your  collection!  ..  18,900.00 


Exciting  1804  Eagle 


1804  MS-61  (PCGS).  Even  the  gold  coin 
specialist  who  has  seen  just  about  everything 
will  be  excited  about  this  coin!  The  year  1804  is 
the  rarest  among  $10  pieces  of  the  early  19th 
century,  and  those  few  that  do  exist  are  apt  to 
be  in  VF  and  EF,  with  a  very  occasional  AU.  Here 
is  a  coin  which  is  superb  Uncirculated,  one  of 
the  very  finest  known,  the  “rarest  of  the  rare.” 
Even  the  finest  collections  of  gold  coins  ever 
formed  were  and  are  not  apt  to  have  an  1804 
eagle  to  match  this  beauty.  One  dealer  to  whom 
we  showed  it  suggested  that  we  ask  $100,000 
for  it.  This  we  will  not  do,  but  we  will  ask  a  price 
which  to  us  seems  very  reasonable,  almost  a 
bargain,  and  which  will  surely  make  its  next 
owner  quite  appreciative . 39,500.00 

1846  VF-30  (PCGS).  An  elusive  variety  having  a 
scant  mintage  of  just  20,095  pieces,  and  of 
these,  it  is  doubtful  that  as  many  as  50  or  60 
survivors  could  be  accounted  for  in  all  grades. 
Worth  serious  consideration  from  the  advanced 

gold  specialist . 1,250.00 

1857-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  very  beautiful  example 
of  this  elusive  issue.  A  very  important  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  specialist . 2,650.00 

With  a  scant  mintage  of  just  5,500  pieces,  the  1857-0  eagle 
is  a  noted  rarity  in  the  eagle  series,  having  the  lowest  mintage 
figure  of  the  three  mints  producing  eagle  coinage  this  year. 
Noted  gold  expert  David  Akers  calls  this  issue  “very  rare  in  any 
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condition.”  Here  is  a  “golden”  opportunity  for  the  advanced 
U.S.  gold  collector. 

1874-CC  VF-25  (PCGS).  Very  sharp.  Just  16,767 
pieces  were  coined . 1,125.00 


1874-S  VF-20.  Only  17,300  pieces  were  minted. 
A  nice,  problem-free  example  of  the  date  and 


grade . 1,450.00 

1882  AU-58 . 265.00 

1891  MS-61  (NGC) . 695.00 

1894  AU-58 . 255.00 

1897  AU-58 . 265.00 

1899  AU-58 . 265.00 

1907  Liberty.  AU-58 . 255.00 

1907-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 265.00 

191 2-S  AU-55.  Lightly  cleaned.  Satisfaction  guar¬ 
anteed,  as  always . 495.00 


Double  Eagles 


1868-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  frosty,  well 


struck  beauty  from  our  recent  buying  expedi¬ 
tion  to  Orlando.  The  specialist  will  love  this 

orie!  . 2,795.00 

1880  AU-50.  An  elusive  issue  having  a  mintage  of 
just  51,456  pieces.  Most  survivors  grade  in  the 

VF  to  EF  range . 995.00 

1885-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
The  issue  is  considered  by  David  Akers  to  be 

moderately  scarce . 995.00 

1890-S  AU-55.  (PCGS) . 675.00 


Lustrous  1891-CC  Double  Eagle 


1 89 1-CC  AU-50  (PCGS) .  A  sharply  struck, 
lustrous,  frosty  example  of  this  highly  prized 
Carson  City  double  eagle.  We  know  you’ll  like 
it  as  much  as  we  do.  This  came  with  a  nice  group 
of  gold  coins  we  purchased  and  added  to  our 


stock . 4,950.00 


1902-S  MS-62 . 895.00 

1905  AU-58.  A  key  20th-century  issue.  Just  59,01 1 
pieces  were  coined  this  year . 1,095.00 

1907  Saint-Gaudens  No  Motto;  •  AU-55. 

$475  •  AU-58 . 485.00 

1909-S  MS-61 . 545.00 

1911-S  AU-55 . 475.00 

1914-S:  •  AU-55.  $475  •  AU-58 . 485.00 

1915  AU-55 . 525.00 


1922  MS-60 . 525.00 

1923-D:  •  MS-62.  $550  •  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Lovely,  frosty  untoned  surfaces  with  boldly 

defined  devices.  Nice  eye  appeal! . 750.00 

1927:  •  MS-61.  $535  •  MS-63 . 575.00 

1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous 
gem . 1,850.00 


Quite  Impressed 

The  following  letter  is  from  David  Steiner  and 
was  addressed  to  Gail  Watson,  of  our  Collection 
Portfolio  Program: 

“Dear  Gail, 

“What  can  I  say?  THANK  YOU  I !  There  aren’t 
enough  superlatives  in  my  lexicon  to  describe 
the  two  Morgan  silver  dollars  you  Just  sent  me! 
Wow!  was  all  I  could  say  when  I  opened  your 
package.  Truly  beautiful! 

“Also,  you  can  imagine  my  amazement  when 
I  came  across  my  letter  in  the  Question  and 
Answer  Forum  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review]  I  had 
wondered  what  you  meant  when  you  said  that 
Dave  Bowers  wanted  to  answer  my  question 
personally,  but  I  really  didn’t  expect  to  see  it  in 
print.  I  am  flattered  by  this,  and  have  to  say  it 
again,  thank  you  Bowers  and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies— THANK  YOU  Gail! 

“I  took  your  latest  catalogue  out  of  the  mail 
immediately  before  getting  in  my  car  to  drive 
home  for  the  holidays,  and  didn’t  have  time  to 
look  at  it  until  late  that  evening.  My  brother-in- 
law,  an  avid  coin  collector  for  the  last  15  years, 
got  so  excited  when  he  saw  your  Rare  Coin 
Review.  After  looking  it  over,  needless  to  say,  my 
brother-in-law,  Ben,  was  quite  impressed. 

“Warmest  Regards,  David  Steiner.” 


Mercury  Dime  Bonanza 

\vnu  SAVINGS  UP  TO  50%  OFF  TRENDS  VALUE! 

(Based  on  “Coin  World’s  Trends  of  U.S.  Coin  Values”  for  MS-63  Grade) 


he  Mercury  dime  was  first  issued  in  1 9 1 6, 
and  is  part  of  a  series  of  new  coinage 
designs  introduced  this  year  that  are  of¬ 
ten  considered  the  most  attractive  de¬ 
signs  of  all  our  nation’s  coinage.  Adolph  A.  Weinman 
received  credit  for  this  design  along  with  the  Walk¬ 
ing  Liberty  half  dollar. 

The  coins  offered  all  grade  MS-63  or  better. 
Each  Bonanza  offering  will  include  coins  from  the 
1930s  and  1940s  with  examples  representating  all 
three  issuing  mints  (Philadelphia,  Denver,  and  San 
Francisco). 


Bonanza  #1: 

Minimum  $100.00  Trends  value,  all  different 
Net  $69.00 

Bonanza  #2: 

Minimum  $200.00  Trends  value,  all  different 
Net  $135.00 

Bonanza  #3: 

Minimum:  $500.00  Trends  value,  mixed  dates 
Net  $299.00 

Bonanza  #4  (our  best  value): 

Minimum  $1,000.00  Trends  value,  mixed  dates 
Net  $499.00 
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Coin  Market 
Comments 

And  Some  Special  Offers 
By  Ray  Merena 


he  coin  market  is  heating  up!  While  no 
one  in  numismatics  or,  for  that  matter,  in 
the  American  economy  as  a  whole,  has 
ever  been  able  to  call  the  tops  and  bot¬ 
toms  of  cycles  with  consistency,  I  believe  that  the 
bottom  is  now  past  us  for  most  rare  coins,  and  we 
are  headed  in  an  up  cycle. 

During  the  past  two  months  I  and  others  on  our 
staff,  including  Mark  Borckardt  (our  senior  numis¬ 
matist)  and  Dave  Bowers,  have  traveled  exten¬ 
sively,  with  the  main  purpose  being  to  buy  coins  for 
our  stock.  I  find  that  we  have  to  look  longer,  pay 
higher  prices,  and  are  able  to  buy  fewer  coins.  The 
supply  is  tight,  and  quality  coins  are  harder  to  find 
than  ever! 

However,  we  have  been  fortunate  in  buying 
some  very  nice  properties.  A  hand-picked  group  of 
MS-65  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  of  the  1941- 
1947  years,  with  some  of  the  most  lustrous,  most 
frosty  specimens  I  have  ever  seen,  each  in  a  certi¬ 
fied  holder,  has  been  added  to  our  stock.  If  you  are 
a  collector  of  this  series,  or  hope  to  be,  please  see 
our  listing  in  this  issue.  This,  indeed,  is  one  of  the 
most  gorgeous  designs  ever  minted.  Of  course,  we 
have  some  really  nice  MS-63  and  MS-64  coins  in 
this  series  too,  but  it  was  the  group  of  MS-65  coins 
that  really  dazzled  me  when  I  first  saw  it! 

Morgan  silver  dollars  are  No.  1  on  the  popular¬ 
ity  list  with  our  clients,  and  we  handle  more  of 
these  than  we  do  of  any  other  19th  century  series. 
We  have  been  cherrypicking  what  has  been  offered 
to  us,  sometimes  finding  just  one  coin  in  a  group  of 
a  dozen  or  more  certified  pieces,  but  the  coins  we 
do  find  are  the  among  nicest  of  their  variety  and 
grade. 

Two  Markets 

In  contemplating  the  coin  market  now,  in  late 
winter  and  early  spring  1992,  I  think  there  are 
really  two  markets,  not  just  one: 

No.  1.  The  first  is  composed  of  serious,  dedi¬ 
cated  colleaors  who  are  endeavoring  to  build  sets 
of  Morgan  dollars.  Liberty  Head  nickels,  1793- 
1857  large  cents,  1 865-1 889  nickel  three-cent  pieces 
or  some  other  specialty  of  interest,  or  who  are 
putting  together  a  type  set  illustrating  different 
designs.  In  general,  the  buyer  in  this  market  is 
“picky,”  is  oriented  toward  quality,  and,  of  course, 
wants  a  solid  numismatic  value  for  the  price  paid. 


It  is  this  market  we  serve,  and  we  serve  it  well.  Ever 
since  our  founding  in  1953,  we  have  helped  build 
some  of  the  finest  private  and  museum  collections 
ever  assembled. 

No.  2.  The  second  market — and  the  one  that 
gets  nearly  all  of  the  attention  in  newsletters  and 
popular  numismatic  periodicals — is  the  investment 
market.  This  is  composed  of  casual  buyers  who  are 
not  particularly  interested  in  numismatics,  who  are 
accumulating  coins  rather  than  collecting  them, 
and  who  know  or  care  little  about  quality.  It  is  this 
type  of  buyer  who  thinks  all  MS-65  certified  coins 
are  worth  the  same,  the  lowest  priced  one  must  be 
the  best  buy,  and  it  is  not  important  to  check  to  see 
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if  the  coin  is  well  struck,  of  pleasing  aesthetic 
appearance,  etc.  This  market  is  very  lucrative,  as 
buyers  often  have  a  lot  of  money  and  are  not 
discriminating  about  what  they  buy.  When  a  buyer 
of  the  No.  2  type  contacts  us,  we  try  to  “convert” 
him  or  her  to  be  a  No.  1  type  of  buyer,  a  connoisseur 
and  numismatist.  This  we  do  by  encouraging  him 
or  her  to  buy  books,  to  read  and  study  coins,  and  to 
make  purchases  only  after  some  type  of  a  sensible 
numismatic  objective  has  been  formulated. 

Investment  Performance 

Will  the  market  go  down  in  1992,  will  it  stay  the 
same,  or  will  it  go  up?  The  coin  market  moves  in 
cycles.  Dave  Bowers  was  the  first  numismatist,  in 


1963,  to  define  and  describe  coin  market  cycles 
and  their  cause  and  effect.  His  current  thoughts  on 
the  subject  can  be  found  in  the  latest  edition  of  his 
High  Profits  From  Rare  Coin  Investment  book, 
which  you  may  own.  (If  not,  I  encourage  you  to  buy 
one  now;  or,  you  can  borrow  one  free  of  charge, 
plus  postage,  from  the  American  Numismatic  Asso¬ 
ciation  Library  in  Colorado  Springs). 

The  basic  premise  of  Dave’s  book  is  that  the  best 
investment  is  a  fine  coin  collection.  The  market  has 
gone  up  and  down  a  lot  over  the  years,  and  al¬ 
though  the  overall  trend  has  been  upward,  there 
have  been  numerous  peaks  and  breaks.  I  first 
entered  numismatics  in  1962,  and  since  then  I  have 
seen  peaks  in  the  1964-1965  years,  1972-19733, 
1978-1980,  and,  most  recently,  1989-1990. 

Each  peak  has  had  a  different  emphasis.  In 
1964-5  the  emphasis  was  on  modern  rolls  and 
Proof  sets,  in  1972-3  it  was  U.S.  gold  coins,  in  1978- 
1980  it  was  a  wide  variety  of  Uncirculated  and 
Proof  19th  century  and  early  20th  century  U.S. 
coins,  and  in  1989-1990  it  was  certified  coins  in 
higher  grades,  particularly  MS-65  and  Proof-65. 

Commemorative  coins,  always  a  very  popular 
series  with  numismatists  (and,  right  now,  probably 
second  in  popularity  right  after  Morgan  dollars), 
have  had  their  own  price  cycle  movements. 

Certain  series  have  been  untouched  by  these 
cycles  and  have  continued,  more  or  less,  a  steady 
march  upward.  Large  cents  1793-1857  in  grades 
from  Fine  to  Mint  State,  Liberty  Seated  coins  (espe¬ 
cially  anything  with  a  claim  to  being  scarce  or  rare) 
in  grades  from  Fine  through  MS-63,  and  certain 
other  series  fit  this  description. 

Other  series  are  partially  touched  by  cycles.  For 
example,  common  date  Morgan  dollars  in  high 
grades  (1881-S  in  MS-65  represents  an  instance) 
went  up  in  value  sharply  in  1989-1990,  and  today 
are  available  at  a  fraction  of  their  high  price,  which 
at  one  time  approached  the  $1,000  mark  per  coin. 
On  the  other  hand,  certain  rare  date  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  in  grades  from  EF  to  MS-63  were  much  less 
affected,  or  were  not  affected  at  all. 

My  feeling  is  that  the  general  market  will  head 
upward  in  1992  and  1993.  In  fact,  the  general 
scarcity  of  really  nice  material,  and  the  great  effort 
we  are  having  to  expend  in  order  to  buy  choice, 
aesthetically  satisfying  coins,  points  to  this,  as  does 
record  bidder  participation  in  our  recent  auction 
sales. 

Building  a  Collection 

While  you  may  have  your  own  ideas  about 
buying  coins  in  the  1992  market,  in  my  opinion 
there  are  undeniable  advantages  to  building  a 
collection.  Here  are  some  of  my  thoughts  on  the 
subject: 

1.  First  of  all,  when  you  build  a  collection  you 
spread  your  cost  over  a  wide  range  of  dates  and 
varieties.  If  a  common  date  rises  or  falls  in  the 
market  the  performance  of  the  coin  will  be  aver¬ 
aged  by  other  coins  in  your  collection.  Similar  to 
the  concept  of  dollar  averaging  in  the  stock  market, 
your  scarcer  and  rarer  coins,  which  will  be  the  most 
expensive,  will  be  where  most  of  your  money  is 
spent.  Over  the  years  it  has  been  the  scarce  and  rare 
coins  that  have  performed  the  best.  Of  course, 
every  collection  of  Morgan  dollars  has  to  have  a 
common  1881-S,  so  you’ll  have  one  of  these,  too — 
but  it  will  not  represent  a  significant  portion  of 
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your  expenditures.  By  the  way,  an  MS-65  1881-S 
dollar  is  very  desirable  to  own,  and  at  today’s  price 
is  a  better  value  than  any  time  in  the  past  several 
years.  Of  course,  if  you  build  a  type  set  of  many 
different  19th  and  early  20th  century  designs,  your 
holdings  will  be  spread  over  a  very  wide  area. 

2.  History  vividly  demonstrates  that  from  an 
investment  vietvpoint,  the  careful  building  of  a  fine 
collection,  and  the  holding  of  it  for  the  long  term, 
has  nearly  always  brought  great  rewards  to  its 
owner.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we 
have  sold  as  many  old-time  collections  as  anyone, 
and,  as  far  as  I  know,  anyone  who  has  built  a  large 
and  beautiful  collection  with  care,  has  held  it  for  a 
decade  or  more,  and  who  has  sold  it  through  us  has 
made  a  nice  profit.  Of  course,  the  future  is  un¬ 
known,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  coin  collecting  is 
here  to  stay,  and,  year  in  and  year  out,  there  will 
always  be  a  demand  for  quality  coins. 

3.  Collecting  offers  many  pleasures.  You’ll  en¬ 
joy  the  excitement  as  you  build  your  collection  coin 
by  coin.  You’ll  enjoy  reading  about  numismatics. 

If  you  would  like  to 
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about  coin  varieties,  and  the  place  coins  occupy  in 
American  history.  You’ll  enjoy  being  a  part  of  what 
many  have  called  the  world’s  greatest  hobby.  In  a 
word,  numismatics  is  fun.  Often,  the  fun  aspect  is 
ignored,  and  emphasis  is  placed  only  on  market 
performance.  However,  just  like  any  other  hobby, 
numismatics  can  bring  a  great  deal  of  happiness  to 
you  and  your  family.  While  many  other  hobbies  are 
apt  to  cost  a  lot  of  irretrievable  money  (try  owning 
a  boat,  for  example),  coin  collecting  can  serve  as  a 
store  of  value  for  family  assets.  You  can  have  the 
fun  of  collecting  and  the  potential  reward  of  price 
appreciation. 

Some  Special  Offers 

!  am  excited  about  the  future  of  the  coin  market 
during  1992,  and,  as  I  mentioned,  I  believe  that 
there  are  many  good  values  out  there  at  today’s 
prices,  although  quality  is  harder  to  find  than  ever. 

If  you  would  like  to  begin  an  interesting  collec¬ 
tion,  and  acquire  a  number  of  beautiful  coins  all  at 
one  fell  swoop  to  begin,  consider  the  special  offers 
I  give  below.  Each  coin  will  be  certified  by  PCGS, 
NGC,  or  ANACS.  Each  set  is  priced  at  an  attractive 
discount  that  will  save  you  hundreds  of  dollars! 


Each  group  will  be  custom-selected  by  me,  and 
each  will  come  with  our  famous  money-back  guar¬ 
antee  of  satisfaction.  You  must  be  pleased  with  the 
coins  sent,  their  grade,  their  appearance,  and  their 
aesthetic  value  and  appearance,  or  you  can  return 
our  shipment  within  30  days  of  receipt  for  an 
instant  refund.  These  are  some  of  the  nicest  coins 
I  ve  seen.  Just  as  I  have  enjoyed  buying  them,  you 
will  enjoy  owning  them. 

There  is  more!  Each  package  of  coins  will  come 
with  a  special  Book  Bonus,  which  will  enable  you 
to  pick  titles  of  book  you  want — from  those  we  list 
in  the  Books  For  Sale  section  of  this  Rare  Coin 
Review,  beginning  on  page  58. 

Take  your  pick  of  one  of  these  four  offers,  and 
get  a  jump  start  on  a  beautiful  display,  a  collection 


you’ll  enjoy  adding  to  (hopefully,  with  our  help!) 
over  the  years! 

Each  collection  is  big  enough  to  include  a 
number  of  very  interesting  varieties,  and  yet  each 
is  small  enough  so  that  your  financial  outlay  will  be 
relatively  modest. 

Gift  Suggestion:  In  addition  to  buying  one  or 
more  collections  for  yourself,  you  might  consider 
buying  some  for  your  children  or  grandchildren. 
Coin  collecting  is  an  excellent  way  to  each  thrift, 
will  be  challenging  and  stimulating  as  the  collec¬ 
tion  is  added  to,  and,  with  our  book  bonus,  will 
provide  lots  of  interesting  reading  to  go  with  the 
coins.  If  you  would  like  us  to  pick  out  books  for  your 
recipient,  we’ll  make  the  selections.  A  gift  such  as 
this  has  the  potential  for  changing  someone’s  life! 


Special  Collection  1-A 

Commemorative  half  dollars  of  the  classic  early  1892-1954 
period,  MS-63  and  MS-64,  a  jump  start  on  a  superb  collection  of  the 
50  different  silver  design  types.  Certainly,  commemoratives  are 
one  of  the  most  interesting,  most  stimulating,  most  historical  series 
to  collect.  Each  one  has  its  own  story  to  tell.  I  will  send  you  a 
beautiful,  hand-picked  selection  of  interesting  issues,  each  of 
which  will  be  different.  Value:  Over  $3,000  at  our  regular  prices. 
Special  Net:  $2,795.  PLUS:  Book  Bonus  of  $200;  your  pick  of 
up  to  $200  worth  of  books  from  this  issue!  This  adds  up  to  over  $3,200 
worth  of  value  for  just  $2,795! 


Special  Collection  1*B 

Morgan  silver  dollars  1878-1921,  MS-63  and  MS-64,  hand¬ 
picked  quality  coins,  a  jump  start  on  a  superb  collection.  A  beautiful, 
hand-picked  selection  of  interesting  issues,  each  of  which  will  be 
different.  Included  will  be  issues  from  the  four  different  mints  that 
produced  coins  during  the  earlier  years  of  the  series:  Philadelphia, 
Carson  City,  San  Francisco,  and  New  Orleans.  You’ll  really  like  this 
group!  Value:  Over  $3,000  at  our  regular  prices. 

Special  Net:  $2,795.  PLUS:  Book  Bonus  of  $200;  your  pick  of 
up  to  $200  worth  of  books  from  this  issue!  This  adds  up  to  over  $3,200 
worth  of  value  for  just  $2,795! 


Special  Collection  1-C 

19th  and  early  20th  century  U.S.  type  coins,  MS-63  and  MS-64, 
hand-picked  quality  coins,  copper,  nickel,  and  silver  issues,  a  jump 
start  on  a  superb  collection  which  will  illustrate  the  beautiful 
panorama  of  American  coinage  designs.  A  beautiful,  hand-picked 
selection  of  interesting  issues,  each  of  which  will  be  different. 
There  is  no  better  way  to  become  acquainted  with  and  enjoy  early 
American  coins!  Value:  Over  $3,000  at  our  regular  prices. 

Special  Net:  $2,795.  PLUS:  Book  Bonus  of  $200;  your  pick  of 
up  to  $200  worth  of  books  from  this  issue!  This  adds  up  to  over  $3,200 
worth  of  value  for  just  $2,795! 


Special  Collection  1-D 

19th  and  early  20th  century  U.S.  type  gold  coins,  MS-63  and  MS- 
64,  hand-picked  quality  coins,  a  jump  start  on  a  superb  collection 
which,  as  it  nears  completion,  will  illustrate  the  beautiful  pan¬ 
orama  of  America’s  gold  coinage  during  the  late  19th  and  early 
20th  centuries.  A  beautiful,  hand-picked  selection  of  interesting 
issues,  each  of  which  will  be  different.  Value:  Over  $3,000  at  our 
regular  prices. 

Special  Net:  $2,795.  PLUS:  Book  Bonus  of  $200;  your  pick  of 
up  to  $200  worth  of  books  from  this  issue!  This  adds  up  to  over  $3,200 
worth  of  value  for  just  $2,795! 
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Coins  for  Sale 


Coiiiinemorative 
Silver  Coins 

Commemorative  coins  are  a  specialty  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  We  offer  coins  of 
hand-picked  quality  for  prices  you’ll  find  to  be 
great  values.  On  today’s  market  there  are  some 
truly  unbelievable  values.  In  many  instances,  $500 
today  will  bring  you  coins  which  would  have  cost 
you  $1,000  or  more  just  a  couple  years  ago! 

To  back  up  our  belief  that  the  current  market 
offers  many  important  values,  Mark  Borckardt,  our 
senior  numismatist,  has  been  buying  as  many  choice 
commemoratives  as  he  can.  Each  one  he  buys  is 
hand-picked  for  its  quality,  which  means  that  it  has 
a  beautiful  frosty  surface,  either  brilliant  or  very 
lightly  and  attractively  toned,  is  an  excellent  strike 
for  its  issue,  and  has  outstanding  aesthetic  appeal. 
Btained,  dark,  spotted,  and  unattractive  coins  are 
immediately  rejected.  Moreover,  each  one  has  to 
be  a  good  value  for  the  price  paid.  As  a  result  of 
Mark’s  “fussiness,”  we  have  the  BEST  stock  of 
commemoratives  in  existence!  Each  is  one  of  the 
finest  of  its  grade  level. 

The  only  problem  is  that  these  coins  sell  almost 
as  fast  as  we  can  buy  them!  For  that  reason  we  ask 
you  to  give  second  choices  when  ordering.  These 
second  choices  will  be  used  only  when  the  first 
choices  have  been  sold,  and  help  us  to  more  com¬ 
pletely  fill  your  order. 

If  you  are  a  collector  of  commemoratives — or 
would  like  to  become  one — this  is  an  ideal  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  acquire  some  really  beautiful  coins!  Add 
to  your  collection  with  the  pieces  we  offer!  And,  if 
you  don’t  already  have  a  copy  of  the  best-selling 
standard  reference  book  on  the  series.  Commemo¬ 
rative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Ency¬ 
clopedia,  see  our  special  discount  offer  in  the  book 
section  of  this  issue! 

Here  is  what  C.D.H.  had  to  say  about  us: 

Dear  Friends, 

When  I  opened  my  package  I  was  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  quality  of  the  coins  received. 
Each  of  the  three  commemoratives  was  bril¬ 
liant  and  frosty,  obviously  of  the  hand-se¬ 
lected  quality  you  advertise.  I  will  make  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  the  source  of  the  remaining 
23  coins  /  need  to  fill  my  set. 

We  know  that  you,  too,  will  be  delighted  with 
our  quality,  value,  and  service. 


1921  Alabama.  Plain  AU-55 . 85.00 

1936  Albany.  AU-58 . 269.00 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-62 . 105.00 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1925-S  California  Diamond  Jubilee:  •  AU-58.  $125 

•  MS-60 . 155.00 

1893  Columbian  Exposition:  •  EF-45.  $30  •  MS- 
61.  $85  •  MS-62.  $215  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  Pale 

golden  highlights . 235.00 

1936  Delaware.  MS-61 . 245.00 

1928  Hawaiian.  The  key  issue  for  a  type  set  of 
commemorative  half  dollar  designs.  MS-61 
(ANA  Cache).  Softly  toned  gold  over  fully 
lustrous  fields.  Some  small  toning  spots  are 
noted  on  the  reverse . 1,195.00 

Fewer  than  10,000  Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial  half  dol¬ 
lars  were  issued.  The  original  issue  price  was  $2,  the  highest 
initial  price  charged  for  any  commemorative  half  dollar  pro¬ 
duced  up  until  that  time. 

1924  Huguenot-Walloon:  •  AU-55.  $89  •  MS-62 

(PCGS) . 110.00 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (NGC) . 265.00 

1920  Maine:  •  AU-55.  Cleaned  at  one  time.  $95  • 
AU-58 . 120.00 

1936  Oregon.  MS-60 . 105.00 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  AU  55  (PCGS). 

Repunched  mintmark  variety.  Lustrous  for  the 
grade . 265.00 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-60 . 235.00 

1936  Robinson  (Arkansas).  MS-62.  $110  •  MS-62 

(PCGS) . 110.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial  of  American  Independence. 

MS-61  (ANA  Cache) . 110.00 

1935  (Old)  Spanish  Trail.  MS-62.  A  lovely 
piece  which  is  mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of 
light  toning.  $865 

The  Old  Spanish  Trial  half  dollar  is  notable  as  the  only 
commemorative  issue  to  be  designed  by  a  one-time  ANA 
president,  namely  L.W.  Hoffecker.  An  unemployed  El  Paso 
sculptor,  Edmund  J,  Senn,  prepared  models  from  Hoffecker’s 


drawings. 

1925  Stone  Mountain:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  ...55.00 
1934  Texas  Centennial:  •  AU-58.  $110  •  MS-62 

(PCGS) . 129.00 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1925  Vancouver.  AU-58 . 255.00 

1946- S  Booker  T.  Washington  Memorial.  MS-66. 

(PCGS) . 295.00 

1947- D  Booker  T.  Washington  Memorial.  MS-64 

(PCGS) . 45.00 

1947- S  Booker  T.  Washington  Memorial.  MS-65 

(PCGS) . 175.00 

1948  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-63 . 49.00 

1948- D  Booker  T.  Washington:  •  MS-64.  $69  • 

MS-65  (PCGS) . 119.00 


1948-S  BookerT.  Washington:  •  MS-62.  $35  •  MS- 


65.  $119  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  $119  •  MS-65  (ANA 
Cache) . 119.00 

1949  Booker  T.  Washington  Memorial.  MS-65 

(PCGS) . 145.00 

1949- D  Booker  T.  Washington:  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 

$99  •  MS-65  (PCGS) . 145.00 

1950  Booker  T.  Washington  Memorial.  MS-64 

(PCGS) . 65.00 

1950- S  Booker  T.  Washington:  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 

$45  •  MS-65.  (ANA  Cache).  $119  •  MS-65 
(NGC).  $119  •  MS-65  (PCGS) . 119.00 

1951- S  Booker  T.  Washington  Memorial.  MS-65 

(PCGS) . 135.00 

1951- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  .  145.00 

1952- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  .295.00 

1953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  .  150.00 

1954- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  .  150.00 

1936  York  MS-62  (PCGS) . 199.00 


A  Collector 
of  Commemoratives 

The  following  is  from  D.D.,  a  North  Carolina 
reader: 

“Dear  Dave, 

“Your  book.  Commemorative  Coins  of  the 
United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  is  un¬ 
derrated.  No  matter  what  you  say  about  it,  it  is 
even  better  than  that.  I  have  only  begun  to  read 
it,  and  I  am  especially  pleased  that  I  ordered  the 
Deluxe  Hardbound  Edition.  .  . 

“I  am  looking  forward  to  resuming  my  per¬ 
sonal  quest  of  building  a  type  set  of  commemo¬ 
rative  half  dollars,  and  also  a  type  set  of  regular 
United  States  coins,  the  regular  type  set  con¬ 
taining  the  last  year  of  each  design  minted — an 
unusual  way  to  collect. 

“All  of  your  books  over  the  years  have  given 
me  great  joy.  I  have  nearly  all  of  them.  I  imagine 
that  in  some  future  year  they  will,  on  their  own, 
become  collectors’  items. 

“I  have  taken  your  advice  and  have  pur¬ 
chased  not  only  coins  in  grades  I  can  afford,  but 
coins  that  have  pleasing  surfaces.  I  will  write  to 
you  separately  about  coins  I  need  for  my  com¬ 
memorative  set,  and  perhaps  you  can  help. 

“Thank  you  again  for  the  joy  you  have  given 
to  all  of  us  collectors  with  your  books  and  your 
unique  Rare  Coin  Review.  These  certainly  have 
kept  me  in  a  collecting  mood  over  the  years.” 
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Variety 

Selected  MS-63 

Selected  MS-64 

Selected  MS-65 

1893  Isabella  25(t 

$1,575 

— 

— 

1900  Lafayette  $1 

— 

— 

1921  Alabama  plain 

695 

$1,295 

— 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

795 

1,350 

— 

1936  Albany 

310 

365 

$650 

1937  Antietam 

540 

575 

750 

Arkansas  type 

no 

145 

495 

1935 

no 

145 

495 

1935-D 

125 

150 

495 

1935-S 

125 

160 

495 

1936 

no 

150 

495 

1936-D 

no 

145 

495 

1936-S 

no 

145 

495 

1937 

119 

150 

590 

1937-D 

125 

150 

560 

1937-S 

125 

155 

595 

1938 

215 

295 

— 

1938-D 

215 

295 

— 

1938-S 

215 

295 

— 

1939 

350 

495 

— 

1939-D 

350 

495 

— 

1939-S 

375 

495 

— 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

165 

210 

510 

Boone  type 

115 

155 

235 

1934 

119 

155 

235 

1935 

115 

145 

245 

1935-D 

119 

155 

275 

1935-S 

119 

155 

245 

1935/34 

135 

— 

— 

1935/34-D 

— 

— 

— 

1935/34-S 

— 

— 

— 

1936 

115 

145 

235 

1936-D 

119 

155 

250 

1936-S 

119 

155 

250 

1937 

125 

— 

— 

1937-D 

295 

— 

— 

1937-S 

295 

— 

— 

1938 

375 

— 

— 

1938-D 

375 

— 

— 

COMMEMORATIVE  SILVER  COINS 

Hand-Picked  Quality 

We  offer  the  following  commemorative  silver 
coins,  all  certified  by  ANACS,  NGC,  or  PCGS,  all 
lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly  toned  surfaces. 
Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing  and  is  an  excel¬ 
lent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this  special  offering  to 
build  your  collection  of  commemorative  coins,  one 
of  America’s  most  interesting  series. 

SPECIAL  COMMEMORATIVE 
OFFER  NO.  1. 

Discount  Specials:  Buy  five  or  more  coins 
from  the  preceding  listing  and  take  a  5%  discount. 
Buy  10  or  more  and  take  an  7%  discount.  Buy  20  or 
more  and  take  an  8%  discount. 

SPECIAL  COMMEMORATIVE 
OFFER  NO.  2. 

Build  a  1936  Collection:  The  year  1936 
was  the  premier  time  for  issuing  commemoratives, 
and  more  coins  were  made  with  this  date  than  any 
other  in  the  history  of  American  numismatics.  We 
have  hand-picked  two  collections  of  1936-dated 
coins,  one  in  MS-64  grade  and  the  other  in  MS-65 
grade,  each  containing  17  different  designs.  This 
Special  Commemorative  Offer  has  been  exception¬ 
ally  popular,  containing  as  it  does  many  different 
issues  with  fascinating  histories.  Each  collection 
contains  these  issues:  1936  Albany,  Bay  Bridge, 
Bridgeport,  Cincinnati  (quite  scarce),  Cleveland, 
Columbia,  Delaware,  Elgin,  Gettysburg,  Long  Is¬ 
land,  Lynchburg,  Norfolk,  Rhode  Island,  Robinson, 
San  Diego,  Wisconsin,  and  York — a  beautiful  dis¬ 
play!  MS-64  set  (regular  total  price:  $4,838)  for 
$4,295.  MS-65  set  (regularly  $9,829)  for  $8,895. 
Limit:  one  set  per  buyer  (your  pick  of  grade) .  Sorry, 
no  orders  accepted  from  dealers. 


SPECIAL  COMMEMORATIVE 
OFFER  NO.  3. 

Two  Coins  by  Two  Sculptors:  In  the 

entire  history  of  commemoratives  there  are  just 
two  half  dollars  featuring  as  their  motifs  sculptures 
which  were  created  by  the  same  person  who  de¬ 
signed  the  commemorative  coin.  One  is  the  1925 
Stone  Mountain  half  dollar  designed  by  noted 
sculptor  Gutzon  Borglum,  and  the  other  is  the  1936 
Elgin  half  dollar  designed  by  noted  sculptor  Trygve 
Rovelstad.  Buy  a  pair  in  MS-63  grade  (regular 
price:  $325)  for  $299.  MS-64  pair  (regularly  $410) 
for  $385.  MS-65  pair  (regular  price:  $739)  for 
$685. 


SPECIAL  COMMEMORATIVE 
OFFER  NO.  4. 

Starter  Collection:  Our  hand-picked  se¬ 
lection  of  different  commemorative  design  types  of 
the  1892-1954  era — a  wonderful  start  on  a  beauti¬ 
ful  collection!  Our  choice  of  varieties.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed.  $2,500  or  more  value  per  our  regular 
prices.  (Naturally,  you  get  more  different  varieties 
in  an  MS-63  set  than  in  an  MS-64  or  MS-65  set,  for 
the  same  money.)  Specify  the  grade  you  want:  MS- 
63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65.  Collection  for,  net:  $2,250. 
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SPECIAL  COMMEMORATIVE 
OFFER  NO,  5. 


COMMEMORATIVE  SILVER  COINS 


Expanded  Starter  Collection:  As  above, 
but  $5,000  or  more  value  per  our  regular  prices. 
Specify  the  grade  you  want:  MS-63,  MS-64,  or  MS- 
65.  Collection  for,  net:  $4,500. 


SPECIAL  COMMEMORATIVE 
OFFER  NO.  6. 

Our  Most  Extensive  Starter  Collection: 

As  above,  but  $10,000  or  more  value  per  our 
regular  prices.  Specify  the  grade  you  want:  MS-63, 
MS-64,  or  MS-65.  Collection  for,  net:  $8,975. 

Coiiiinemorative 
Gold  Coins 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold 
dollar.  McKinley  Portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Beautiful  satinlike  lustre  is  enhanced  by  mint 
frost.  Well  struck  and  attractive 1,495.00 

Choice  1905  Lewis  &  Clark  $1  Gold 

1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Frosty  devices  and  reflective,  highly 
lustrous  fields.  A  scarce  and  desirable  example 
of  this  gold  dollar . 3,895.00 

In  this  grade  the  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  is  the  very  rarest 
variety  in  the  commemorative  gold  dollar  series.  Relatively  few 
pieces  were  sold  to  numismatists,  and  most  remaining  coins 
show  signs  of  mishandling  by  the  public. 


1916  McKinley  Memorial  gold  dollar.  MS- 
63  (PCGS).  Blazing  full  mint  lustre  and  frost 
over  well-struck  devices.  Exceptional  aesthetic 
appeal.  Act  quickly  on  this  beauty!  ..  1,195.00 


1917  McKinley  Memorial  gold  dollar.  MS- 
64  (PCGS).  Two  or  three  times  scarcer  than 
the  1916  issue,  this  piece  is  a  lovely  example  of 
the  year.  Brilliant  and  frosty . 2,895.00 


1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle:  * 
MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty  lustre.  $725  • 
MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty . 2,175.00 


Want  List  Program 

Do  you  have  a  want  list  for  special  coins 
you  are  seeking?  Send  it  to  us,  and  we  will 
let  you  know  when  we  come  across  the 
items  you  are  seeking. 


Variety 

Selected  MS-63 

Selected  MS-64 

Selected  MS-65 

1938-S 

$375 

— 

— 

1936  Bridgeport 

155 

$215 

$615 

1925-S  California 

235 

499 

1,150 

Cincinnati  type 

1936 

385 

495 

1 

1,095 

1936-D 

395 

485 

1,095 

1936-S 

380 

510 

1,195 

1936  Cleveland 

109 

145 

499 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1936 

260 

295 

360 

1936-D 

279 

325 

345 

1936-S 

260 

295 

350 

1892  Columbian 

575 

975 

— 

1893  Columbian 

315 

875 

— 

1935  Connecticut 

295 

375 

875 

1936  Delaware 

295 

375 

685 

1936  Elgin 

260 

295 

480 

1936  Gettysburg 

325 

380 

965 

1922  Grant  plain 

255 

470 

1,450 

1922  Grant  Star 

— 

— 

— 

1928  Hawaiian 

2,195 

— 

— 

1935  Hudson 

695 

1,050 

2,450 

1924  Huguenot 

110 

225 

950 

1946  Iowa 

109 

119 

175 

1925  Lexington 

129 

240 

1,425 

1918  Lincoln-111. 

129 

210 

995 

1936  Long  Island 

99 

160 

745 

1936  Lynchburg 

255 

315 

610 

1920  Maine 

185 

375 

1,250 

1934  Maryland 

220 

269 

1 

560 

1921  Missouri  plain 

935 

1,825 

— 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

1,095 

1,975 

— 

1923-S  Monroe 

115 

650 

— 

1938  New  Rochelle 

395 

435 

595 

1936  Norfolk 

550 

565 

610 

Oregon  Trail  type 

140 

199 

345 

1926 

140 

199 

345 

1926-S 

140 

199 

345 

1928 

225 

325 

485 
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Variety 

Selected  MS-63 

Selected  MS-64 

Selected  MS-65 

1933-D 

$365 

$425 

$650 

1934-D 

209 

275 

610 

1936 

165 

219 

360 

1936-S 

209 

225 

415 

1937-D 

185 

210 

365 

1938 

210 

250 

430 

1938-D 

225 

295 

410 

1938-S 

225 

260 

415 

1939 

550 

595 

850 

1939-D 

595 

650 

795 

1939-S 

550 

595 

815 

191 5-S  Pan-Pacific 

830 

1,550 

3,575 

1920  Pilgrim 

95 

185 

650 

1921  Pilgrim 

175 

330 

1,150 

Rhode  Island  type 

95 

149 

450 

1936 

95 

149 

450 

1936-D 

no 

159 

450 

1936-S 

95 

159 

525 

1937  Roanoke 

260 

280 

345 

1936  Robinson 

130 

195 

695 

1935-S  San  Diego 

95 

109 

139 

1936-D  San  Diego 

109 

129 

155 

1926  Sesquicentennial 

210 

895 

— 

1935  Spanish  Trail 

975 

1,075 

1,275 

1925  Stone  Mt. 

65 

115 

259 

Texas  type 

130 

155 

225 

1934 

130 

155 

225 

1935 

130 

155 

225 

1935-D 

130 

155 

225 

1935-S 

130 

155 

225 

1936 

130 

155 

225 

1936-D 

130 

155 

225 

1936-S 

130 

155 

225 

1937 

130 

155 

225 

1937-D 

130 

155 

225 

1937-S 

130 

155 

225 

1938 

315 

365 

485 

1938-D 

315 

365 

485 

1938-S 

315 

365 

485 

More  oil  the 
“Silver  Dollar  Puzzle” 

In  Rare  Coin  Review  #84  on  page  45  we  had 
some  comments  concerning  a  1795  Flowing  Hair 
silver  dollar  on  which  the  center  of  the  coin  dis¬ 
plays  what  seems  to  be  a  plug  made  of  silver.  A 
related  item  was  offered  as  Lot  2281  in  the  ANA 
Centennial  Auction. 

The  following  two  letters  from  Mark  Hotz  are 
on  the  same  subject:  “I  was  perusing  your  Rare  Coin 
Review  #84  and  was  intrigued  by  the  ’Early  Silver 
Dollar  Puzzle’  on  page  45.  I  then  referred  to  the 
ANA  sale  catalogue  Lot  2281  and  the  lengthy 
discussion  of  the  silver  center-plug  1795  silver 
dollar.  I  immediately  recognized  this  as  being 
similar  to  a  coin  I  had  recently  purchased,  as 
damaged,  and  was  thinking  of  having  repaired.  I 
fished  around  and  found  my  coin  and  under  close 
scrutiny  determined  that  it,  too,  bore  a  center  plug 
similar  to  that  discussed  in  your  commentaries.  I 
regret  that  my  library  does  not  contain  a  copy  of 
Bolender,  but  mine  is  probably  B- 1 , 1 0,  or  1 6,  as  the 
obverse  has  ’7’  punched  over  the  lower  part  of  the 
‘1 .’  Of  particular  interest,  though,  is  that  the  plug  in 
my  coin  appears  smaller  than  that  of  Lot  2281  or 
the  piece  photographed  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review, 
and  the  fact  that  on  my  piece,  the  evidence  of  the 
plug  on  the  obverse  is  larger  than  that  on  the 
reverse.  Additionally,  the  piece  bears  what  appear 
to  be  light  adjustment  marks  on  the  reverse  on  the 
word  STATES.” 

Mark’s  second  letter:“While  doing  some  unre¬ 
lated  work  I  was  flipping  through  Superior’s  cata¬ 
logue  of  the  A.  Bernard  Shore  Collection  (February 
1988)  and  noticed  Lots  2184  and  2186  apparently 
are  two  center-plugged  pieces,  although  not  de¬ 
scribed  as  such.  Interestingly,  both  are  Bolender-1, 
as  I  now  know  mine  to  be.” 

Here  are  more  pieces  to  what  is  a  very  intrigu¬ 
ing  numismatic  mystery.  Why  were  silver  plugs 
inserted  in  the  center  of  planchets  used  to  strike 
certain  1 795-dated  silver  dollars,  prior  to  the  coin’s 
being  struck?  I  considered  the  fact  that  the  Mint 
had  to  go  through  a  great  deal  of  preparation  in 
order  to  create  planchets — casting  ingots,  rolling 
strips,  punching  planchets,  etc.  Any  overweight 
planchets  were  saved  for  use  by  filing  metal  from 
the  surfaces,  to  reduce  the  weight.  However, 
planchets  that  proved  to  be  underweight  would 
have  to  be  discarded,  as  there  was  no  practical  way 
to  add  metal  to  a  lightweight  disk.  I  suggested  that 
perhaps  a  hole  was  drilled  in  the  center  of  the 
lightweight  disk  and  a  small  silver  rod  inserted  in 
the  hole,  protruding  slightly  from  each  side,  so  as 
to  give  a  slightly  greater  weight  than  the  planchet 
to  begin  with.  With  the  rod  extending  slightly  from 
each  side,  the  planchet  was  placed  in  the  press  and 
struck  with  the  dies,  causing  the  plug  to  spread. 

It  would  seem  logical  that  the  newly-augmented 
planchet  would  be  weighed  before  striking  to  be 
sure  that  it,  with  the  plug,  totaled  the  required 
heaviness.  If  it  was  too  heavy,  the  plug  could  be 
filed,  or  as  Mark  Hotz’s  coin  shows  some  adjust¬ 
ment  marks  at  the  edge  perhaps  the  planchet  could 
be  filed.  Apparently  this  was  a  widespread  practice, 
for  since  its  original  publicity  close  to  1 0  specimens 
have  turned  up  with  this  feature — and  the  hunt  has 
just  begun. 
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Pattern 


COMMEMORATIVE  SILVER  COINS 


1884  five  cents.  Judd-1724.  VF-20.  Rarity-6. 
An  octagonal  center  hole  is  part  of  this  unusual 
pattern’s  appeal.  The  obverse  features  the  de¬ 
nomination  FIVE  CENTS  on  opposite  sides  of  a 
central  hole,  with  ornamental  shields  between 
the  denomination  designation.  On  the  reverse, 
a  group  of  13  stars  encircles  the  central  hole, 
with  the  words  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
1 884  around  the  outer  periphery.  Slightly  larger 
in  diameter  than  the  standard  issue  five-cent 
piece . 875.00 

Pattern  issues  were  minted  in  the  Proof  format  for  exami¬ 
nation  by  Mint  and  other  government  officials  and  for  sale  to 
collectors  (sometimes  unofficially).  An  occasional  piece  es¬ 
caped  into  circulation  briefly,  or  perhaps  was  used  as  a  “pocket 
piece,”  as  evidenced  by  the  piece  offered  here. 


Territorial 
Gold  Coin 


EF-45  1852  U.S.  Assay  $50 


1852  United  States  Assay  Office.  .887 
Thous.  EF-45.  Free  of  the  heavy  bagmarking 
normally  encountered  on  this  issue .  Some  weak¬ 
ness  is  noted  at  the  central  portion  of  the  design 
element  on  the  obverse,  but  the  eagle’s  wings 
are  well  defined.  Lustrous  bright  yellow  gold. 
Very  attractive . 10,950.00 

When  the  firm,  Moffat  and  Company  dissolved,  it  was 
reorganized  and  became  known  as  the  United  States  Assay 
Office  of  Gold,  under  the  leadership  of  Curtis,  Perry  &  Ward. 


Toll-Free  Number  for  Orders! 

1-800-222-5993 

We  have  a  toll-free  number  for  states  out¬ 
side  of  New  Hampshire.  This  is  connected  with 
our  Direct  Sales  Department  only  (not  with 
our  Research  Department,  Auction  Depart¬ 
ment,  etc.)  and  is  for  orders  from  this  Rare  Coin 
Review  (for  other  business,  or  if  you  live  in  New 
Hampshire,  use  our  regular  number:  603- 
569-5095). 


Variety 

Selected  MS-63 

Selected  MS-64 

Selected  MS-65 

1925  Vancouver 

$395 

$645 

$1,650 

1927  Vermont 

275 

455 

1,195 

1936  Wisconsin 

260 

295 

375 

1936  York 

245 

265 

345 

BTW  Type 

25 

29 

95 

Carver-Wash  Type 

29 

35 

135 

Commemorative 
Jubilee  Special 

JUST  $87.95! 


ake  advantage  of 
one  of  the 
best  spe¬ 
cials  we 
have  ever  offered! 

Forjust  $87.95  you 
get  four  splendid 
Gem  Proof  com¬ 
memorative  coins, 

(originally  issued  by 
the  Mint  for  $88.50) 

PLUS  a  hardbound  copy  of 
Q.  David  Bowers’  highly  ac¬ 
claimed,  best-selling  book. 
Commemorative  Coins  of  the 
United  States:  A  Complete  En¬ 
cyclopedia,  a  $49.95  value  on 
its  own!  This  is  the  standard 
reference  in  this  important  se¬ 
ries.  Read  on  for  more  details. 

(1  and  2)  A  two-coin  set  containing  the 
1986-S  Statue  of  Liberty  half  dollar  and 
1986-S  Statue  of  Liberty  silver  dol¬ 
lar,  showing  the  statue  overlook¬ 
ing  New  York  Harbor.  These 
are  the  most  popular  com¬ 
memorative  coins  ever  made. 

Each  is  a  superb  Gem  Proof  in 
the  original  case  of  issue.  This 
pair  of  coins  originally  was 
sold  by  the  Mint  for  $31.50. 

(3)  1987-S  Constitution  Bi 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

.■UXAiritTl:  ENT)VL0rE[>l.A 


centennial  silver  dol¬ 
lar,  superb  Gem  Proof 
in  original  case  of  is¬ 
sue.  Original  issue 
price:  $28.00. 

(4)  1988-S  Olym¬ 
pic  Games  commemo¬ 
rative  silver  dollar,  su¬ 
perb  Gem  Proof  in 
original  case  of  issue. 
Original  issue  price: 

0  IvAUTs  $29.00. 

(5)  A  hardbound  copy  of  Commemorative 
Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia,  the  most  comprehensive  book  ever 
written  of  the  commemorative 
series.  The  book  contains  768 
pages,  over  300,000  words 
of  text,  over  300  photo¬ 
graphs,  and  complete 
market  price  data  since 
the  time  each  coin  was 
issued!  List  price:  $49.95 
per  copy. 

You  get  ALL  FIVE  of  the 
above  items  forjust  $87.95, 
less  than  the  original  issue  price 
on  the  coins  alone!  Limit:  one  per  cus¬ 
tomer.  Sorry,  no  dealers.  Call  toll-free: 
1-800-222-5993  or  mail  check  or  money 
order  to:  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries, 
Inc.,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894. 


A  FINE  COLLECTION  IS  YOUR  BEST  INVESTMENT 
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The  Influential 
Ebenezer  Mason 

By  Thomas  S.  LoMarre 


E 


benezer  Locke  Mason,  Jr.  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  figure  in  the  numismatic  scene  of 
the  1880s.  Collectors  respected  his  knowl¬ 
edge  of  colonial  and  early  U.S.  coppers, 
and  in  his  long  career  he  handled  many  rarities.  He 
also  published  a  succession  of  lively  magazines  and 
catalogues.  Although  these  ventures  were  not  fi¬ 
nancially  successful,  they  helped  build  a  solid 
foundation  for  numismatics  in  the  United  States. 

Little  is  known  about  Mason’s  early  years  other 
than  that  he  was  a  resident  of  New  York  City  when 
he  first  began  buying  and  selling  coins  at  some  time 
prior  to  1860.  The  American  Journal  of  Numismat¬ 
ics  later  said  that  “many  a  rare  and  valuable  coin  or 
medal  found  through  him  an  appreciative  pur¬ 
chaser.” 

Mason  began  dealing  in  coins  on  a  full-time 
basis  in  the  early  1860s,  and  at  various  stages  in  his 
career  he  went  by  the  names  E.  Mason  Jr.,  E.  Locke 
Mason,  or  simply  Eben  Mason.  By  the  mid- 1860s, 
the  firm  of  Mason  &.  Co.  had  relocated  to  434 
Chestnut  Street  in  Philadelphia,  where  its  inven¬ 
tory  no  doubt  grew  as  a  result  of  the  proximity  of 
the  U.S.  Mint. 

Mason’s  Coin  and  Stamp  Collector’s  Magazine 
made  its  debut  in  1867  and  contained  a  mixture  of 
advertising,  news  and  articles.  Early  issues  fea¬ 
tured  a  series  of  articles  titled  “History  of  Coins  of 
America,”  which  provided  much  useful  informa¬ 
tion  at  a  time  when  the  hobby  lacked  a  widely 
accepted  reference  book. 

The  December  1867  installment  is  notable  for 
what  was  probably  the  first  appearance  in  print  of 
the  term  “Jefferson  Head”  to  describe  a  large  cent 
variety:  “There  is  a  very  beautiful  and  rare  type  of 
the  Liberty  Cap  ’95,  known  as  the  ‘Jefferson  Head.’ 
The  features  of  Liberty  bear  a  resemblance  to  the 
profile  view  of  Thomas  Jefferson.” 


“Hot”  items  in  1867 

A  Mason  &  Co.  buy  ad  in  the  same  issue  gives  us 
an  idea  of  what  material  was  “hot”  in  1867: 

“COINS  WANTED!  If  any  of  our  readers  can 
furnish  us  with  the  coins  enumerated  below  in  any 
condition,  we  will  give  them  good  exchanges  in 
medals,  coins,  stamps,  autographs;  or  pay  fair  cash 
valuation  for  each. 

“The  coins  are  needed  to  complete  collections 
now  being  made  by  parties  who  are  anxious  to 


Ebenezer  Locke  Mason.  Financial 
success  eluded  him,  but  he  made 
important  contributions  to  numismatics. 
(From  John  W.  Adams’  United  States 
Numismatic  Literature,  Vol.  I;  reprinted 
with  permission). 

secure  each  without  regard  to  the  condition  of  the 
pieces.  Kentucky,  Louisiana  (Colonies  Francoise), 
Rosa  Americana,  Mass.,  New  York  (Nova  Eborac), 
Vermont,  (cents,  half-cents  and  farthings,  &  c.). 

“U.S.A.  Bar  Cent;  Franklin  1787,  or  Link  cent; 
Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  Tokens;  Mott’s  Token  1789; 
Georgius  Triumpho;  Washington’s  (1783,  1791, 
1792)  Liberty  and  Security  medalets;  Geo.  Clinton 
coppers;  North  American  Tokens;  Double  Head 
Washingtons;  Grate  Cents;  Nova  Constellatios;  and 
others. 

“U.S.  Cents  of  1793,  1799,  1804,  1809  and 
1823.  U.S.  Half-cents  of  1793,  ’94,  ’95,  ’96,  ’97, 
1800,  ’02,  ’05,  ’06,  ’07,  ’08,  1810,  ’ll,  1831,  1836, 
1840  to  1848  (inclusive)  1852. 

“Any  party  giving  us  the  address  of  persons 
having  in  their  possession  coins,  or  coppers  of  any 
kind,  will  receive  a  handsome  Mint  medal  for 
giving  us  the  desired  information. 

“Beautiful  pattern  pieces,  fine  cents  and  colonials 


always  on  hand — for  sale  or  exchange.” 

According  to  John  W.  Adams,  author  of  United 
States  Numismatic  Literature,  Mason  catalogued  34 
or  more  collections  during  his  career.  One  of  the 
most  important  Mason  &  Co.  auctions  was  the 
October  1868  sale  of  the  J.  Colvin  Randall  Collec¬ 
tion,  though  Edward  Cogan,  who  had  gone  into  the 
coin  business  just  before  Mason,  complained  about 
overgrading.  Cogan’s  account  of  the  auction  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics: 

“The  1794  dollar  brought  $42,  this  piece  was 
not  up  to  the  description.  .  .  .  The  quarters  pre¬ 
sented  no  feature  worthy  of  remark  beyond  the  fact 
that  five  or  six  of  them  being  described  Proofs, 
without  stating  that  they  were  considerably  in¬ 
jured  by  circulation. . . .  The  dime  of  1796  brought 
$2.12;  1798,  $3.75;  1800,  $3.25,  these  were  much 
over-described,  as  you  may  suppose  from  the  above 
prices.  .  .  . 

“In  regard  to  the  cents,  I  regret  to  say  that  many 
of  them  were  ridiculously  over-described,  in  the 
earlier  days  especially.  Uncirculated,  brought  the 
high  price  of  $9.75.  . .  .  This  piece  was  very  much 
rubbed,  and  upon  my  objecting  to  its  description, 
I  was  coolly  told  that  it  was  Uncirculated/or  a  1 793 
cent.  ” 


Wrote  a  rebuttal 

In  November  30, 1868,  Mason  wrote  a  rebuttal, 
excerpted  herewith: 

“That  Mr.  C.  was  dissatisfied  with  the  catalogue 
of  the  Randall  sale,  we  have  the  most  positive 
evidence,  from  his  own  hand,  in  a  private  letter 
written  to  us  before  the  sale;  and  we  also  know, 
very  positively,  that  his  dissatisfaction  was  not 
caused  entirely  by  the  ‘over  description’  of  the  coins 
of  the  late  sale,  but  arose  from  another  and  most 
important  cause,  which  although  written  to  us  in  a 
confidential  communication — and  we  had  Mr. 
Cogan’s  permission  ‘to  make  full  use  of  the  idea’ — 
we  do  not  think  it  proper,  at  present,  to  make 
known.  .  .  . 

“Mr.  Cogan,  in  complaining  of  the  description 
of  the  coins  in  the  Randall  catalogue,  is  very  vague 
and  indefinite.  He  tells  us  the  ‘1794  dollar  was  not 
up  to  the  description,’  but  neglects  to  play  out  the 
discrepancy.  .  .  .  Again,  Mr.  C.,  in  speaking  of  the 
quarter  dollars,  is  very  meager  and  unsatisfactory. 
He  leaves  the  readers  to  infer  that  there  were 
no  silver  dollars  that  could  be  strictly  termed 
‘Proofs’.  .  .  .” 

Mason  went  on  to  say  that  it  was  “customary 
with  all  persons  cataloguing  collections  to  omit  the 
mention  (on  coins  very  nearly  unique)  of  a  spot  so 
indistinct  that  a  microscope  would  scarcely  make 
the  defect  observable,  and  such  excessively  rare 
coins,  in  this  condition,  are  usually  described  as 
Uncirculated.” 

Cogan  called  Mason’s  comments  “the  most  con¬ 
temptible  and  in  some  respects  unintelligible  and 
withal  untruthful  twaddle  that  ever  was  written,” 
adding  that  Mason  “ought  to  have  been  ashamed.” 

As  Q.  David  Bowers  notes  in  his  History  of  U.S. 
Coinage,  the  Cogan-Mason  feud  apparently  was 
patched  up  by  April  1869.  When  Cogan  reported 
the  details  of  Mason  &  Co.’s  April  13-14  sale  of  the 
E.J.P.  Farmer  Collection,  no  editorial  comments 
were  added. 

Like  many  Americans,  Mason  was  wiped  out  in 
the  Panic  of  1873.  On  September  18,  1873  the 
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A  Mason’s  seventh  Boston  sale  included  items  ranging  from  Washington  coins  and 
medals  to  “Our  grandmother’s  china.’’ 


banking  house  of  Jay  Cooke  and  Company  failed. 
Other  large  firms  and  countless  smaller  concerns 
quickly  followed.  Stock  prices  tumbled  and  money 
became  unprocurable  on  any  terms.  All  told,  1 0,478 
bankruptcies  were  recorded. 

A  Confederate  rarity 

In  1879  Mason  re-entered  the  coin  business  in 
Philadelphia.  The  same  year,  he  purchased  the  first 
known  specimen  of  the  Confederate  half  dollar 
from  Dr.  B.F.  Taylor  and  took  it  on  a  tour  of  the 
Eastern  states.  Mason’s  Coin  Collectors’ Herald  was 
soon  introduced,  and  in  1882  its  name  was  changed 
to  Mason’s  Coin  Collectors’ Magazine,  as  reported  by 
Ed.  Frossard  in  Numisma: 

“Mason  &  Co.,  Publishers  of  the  Coin  Collectors’ 
Herald,  announce  that  the  Herald  will  hereafter 
appear  as  a  Magazine.  Mr.  Mason  possesses  abili¬ 
ties  of  a  superior  order  and  will  know  how  to  make 
his  publication  interesting  to  collectors. 

“The  March  number  of  the  Coin  Collectors’ 
Herald,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  4,  is  a  good  sample  of  what 
Mason  can  do;  he  is  well  informed,  thoroughly 
master  of  his  mother-tongue,  enterprising,  and 
knows  where  to  place  ‘the  golden  grain  of  wit.’ 
There  is  in  fact  no  reason  why  he  should  not 
succeed. 

“At  any  rate  he  carries  with  him  in  his  new 
undertaking  the  good  wishes  of  Numisma,  for  the 
success  and  prosperity  of  the  Coin  Collectors’  Her¬ 
ald,  as  a  Magazine,  a  Monthly,  or  in  any  form  it  may 
hereafter  assume. 

“Since  the  above  was  written  we  have  received 
Mason’s  Coin  Collectors’  Magazine,  Vol.  IV,  No.  I, 
being  the  first  number  of  Mr.  Mason’s  publication 
in  magazine.  This  publication  is  to  appear  quar¬ 
terly,  at  $1  per  annum. 

“The  number  is  well  filled  with  readable  and 
interesting  articles  on  various  numismatic  sub¬ 
jects,  is  printed  in  clean  type  on  excellent  thick 
paper,  and  has  a  handsome  cover  with  a  photo¬ 
engraving  of  rare  U.S.  silver  coins.  All  success  in 
your  enterprise  brother  Mason!!’’ 

In  1886  Mason  moved  to  Boston,  where  he  was 


ell-known  coin  investment  writer  Scott 
A.  Travers  recently  wrote  an  article,  “We 
Need  To  Expand  the  Circle”  for  the  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Literary  Guild  Newsletter. 

Scott  noted  that  journalists,  authors,  and  schol¬ 
ars  should  come  forward  and  write  articles  that 
“focus  on  the  positive  aspects  of  coin  collecting” 
and  then  place  these  articles  in  publications  that 
serve  non-collectors. 

“The  purpose  of  doing  this  is  to  widen  the 
circle — to  bring  new  people  into  the  fold.  .  .  .”  he 
continued.  “The  strength  of  the  hobby  depends  to 
a  great  degree  on  the  strength  of  the  market.  Many 
of  us  have  written  perceptive  articles  regarding 
market  conditions  that  occur.  .  .  .  But  with  few 
exceptions  we  have  written  these  articles  for  maga¬ 
zines,  newspapers,  and  newsletters  in  our  own 
field.” 

Scott  went  on  to  say  that  Reader’s  Digest,  the 


to  catalogue  15  sales  while  maintaining  his  over- 
the-counter  trade. 

His  seventh  Boston  sale,  held  April  24,  1888, 
was  comprised  of  American  and  foreign  coins  and 
medals;  early  American  almanacs;  U.S.  currency; 
store  cards;  politicals;  numismatic  books;  and, 
according  to  the  title  page  of  the  catalogue,  “our 
Grandmothers’  china.” 

Mason  advertised  extensively  and  published  a 
Combined  Buying  and  Selling  Coin  Priced  Catalogue. 


New  York  Times,  The  Saturday  Evening  Post,  and  a 
number  of  other  non-numismatic  publications  “have 
carried  major  coin-related  articles  during  the  last 
two  years,  and  many  of  these  articles  were  pro¬ 
posed  and  written  by  free-lancers,  rather  than  by 
regular  staffers.  .  . 

The  result?  “All  of  these  stories  gave  our  hobby 
valuable  exposure,”  he  noted.  “All  reached  vast 
audiences — far  larger  in  number  than  those  who 
read  our  excellent  trade  periodicals,  and  all,  with¬ 
out  a  doubt,  attracted  new  people  to  the  numis¬ 
matic  field.” 

If  you  enjoy  coin  collecting,  take  a  tip  from  Scott 
Travers  and  help  spread  the  word!  You  might  not 
be  a  person  who  writes  articles,  but  certainly  you 
have  friends  and  acquaintances  who  would  like  to 
learn  about  the  historical,  romantic,  and  other 
advantages  of  putting  together  a  beautiful  display 
of  coinage. 


However,  his  income  was  so  meager  that  he  de¬ 
cided  against  making  Boston  his  permanent  home. 
Sometime  around  1899,  he  moved  back  to  Phila¬ 
delphia,  where  he  died  in  September  1901. 

Said  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  “He 
was  a  man  of  energy  and  upright  in  all  his  dealings, 
and  though  the  latter  years  of  his  life  were  not 
crowned  with  the  success  which  human  judgment 
thought  he  had  deserved,  he  left  a  large  circle  of 
friends  who  will  ever  cherish  his  memory.” 


About  1943  Steel  Cents 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Director  of  the 
Mint  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1961 
reported  that  zinc-coated  steel  coinage  accom¬ 
plished  in  1943  at  the  Philadelphia,  Denver, 
and  San  Francisco  mints  amounted  to 
1,093,838,670  pieces  with  a  face  value  of 
$10,938,386.70.  Beginning  in  1945  the  Trea¬ 
sury  Department  began  withdrawing  these 
pieces  from  circulation. 

In  the  first  year  of  the  effort,  some  690,281 
coins  were  taken  from  the  channels  of  com¬ 
merce.  Withdrawals  continued  to  mount,  with 
the  peak  occurring  in  1950  when  the  total 
withdrawal  amounted  to  15,655,891  coins  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint,  7,2906,398  at  the  San 
Francisco  Mint,  and  6,265,150  at  Denver,  for  a 
total  withdrawal  of  29,127,439  coins.  No  at¬ 
tention  was  paid  to  the  mintmarks  withdrawn. 
As  of  June  30,  1961,  the  total  amount  of 
unredeemed  pieces  amounted  to  934,156,425 
coins  with  a  face  value  of  $9,341,564.25. 


Take  a  tip  from  Scott  Travers: 
“We  Need  To  Expand  the  Circle” 
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They’re  selling  like  hotcakes! 


Dansco  Coin  Albums 


B 


owers  and  Merena  is  now  pleased  to  offer  you  a  line  of  Dansco  Coin  Albums 
to  beautifully  display  your  collection.  You  will  be  proud  to  own  these  albums, 
which  are  made  with  the  finest  materials  and  craftsmanship!  The  ports  on 
each  page  will  hold  your  coins  securely,  and  each  port  is  imprinted  to  properly 
identify  your  coins. 

The  pages  are  housed  in  handsome  simulated  leather,  which  is  beautifully  gold 
embossed  to  furnish  a  truly  luxurious  setting  for  your  collection. 

We  are  offering  these  albums  for  a  discount  of  about  15%  off  the  listed  retail  price. 


Deluxe  Albums 

♦  “All-in-one”  construction  folds  out  to  allow  dis 

play  without  turning  pages.  Coins  are  open  to 
the  air,  ideal  for  circulated  coins. 

♦  Pages  lie  flat,  making  it  easy  to  insert  coins. 

♦  Ports  are  exact  size  of  the  coins  and  inscribed 

with  year,  mint,  and  number  minted. 

♦  Bound  in  handsome,  gold  embossed,  simulated 

leather. 

D-90  Indian  Head  Cents  1856-1909  . $3.60 

D-112  Buffalo  Nickels  1913-1938  . $3.60 

D-121  Liberty  Dime  1892-1916 . $3.60 

D-122  Mercury  Dime  1916-1945 . $3.60 

D-141  Washington  Quarter  1932-1962  ...$5.40 

D-160  Liberty  Standing  Half  Dollar . $6.30 

D-165  Franklin  Half  Dollar  1948-1963 ....  $3.60 


Supreme  Albums 

♦  Loose-leaf  pages,  plastic  coated  and  washable. 

♦  Ports  are  covered  with  acetate  slides  to  protect  and 
allow  viewing  of  both  sides  of  your  coins. 

♦  Housed  in  a  handsome  two-post,  simulated  leather, 
gold  embossed  binder. 


D-7070  U.S.  Type-major  coins 

from  1800  . $18.95 

D-7099  Large  Cents-five  blank  pages  ...  $18.95 

D-7101  Indian  Head  Cents . $14.95 

D-8100  Lincoln  Cents-1909  to  date,  including 

Proof-only . $22.95 

D-8102  Lincoln  Memorial  Cents-1959  to  date, 

including  Proof-only . $14.95 

D-7111  Liberty  Nickels . $12.95 

D-7112  Buffalo  Nickels . $12.95 


Handsome  simulated  leather 
Gold  embossed 
Special  discount 


D-7120  Dimes-from  1892  . $22.95 

D-7121  Liberty  Dimes . $12.95 

D-7123  Mercury  Dimes . $12.95 

D-7130  Liberty  Head  Quarters 

1892-1916 . $16.95 

D-7132  Liberty  Standing  Quarters . $12.95 

D-8140  Washington  Quarters-from  1932, 

including  Proof-only . $22.95 

D-7150  Liberty  Head  Half  Dollars 

1892-1915 . $16.95 

D-7160  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

1916-1947 . $16.95 

D-7161  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

1941-1947 . $12.95 

D-7165  Franklin  Half  Dollars . $12.95 

D-7178  Morgan  Dollars  1878-1890  . $16.95 

D-7179  Morgan  Dollars  1891-1921  . $16.95 

D-7175  Peace  Dollars  1921-1935  . $16.95 

D-7094  Commemorative  Type  Set . $14.95 

D-7097  Commemorative  Coins 

of  the  1980s . $12.95 
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Kiiigswood  Display  Holders 


If  you  have  it, 
display  it! 


I  I  rotect,  store,  and  display  your 

collection  to  its  finest  advantage — all 
with  our  Kingswood  Display  Holders. 

I  I  Each  measures  8  x  10  inches  in  size 
and  is  made  of  sturdy  Lucite  plastic,  black  with 
gold  imprinting,  sandwiched  between  two  clear 
sheets,  and  secured  with  screws  at  the  border. 
These  holders  are  the  finest  on  the  market. 

Kingswood  holders  are  regularly  available  for 
$28.50  apiece — but  you  can  order  them  from 
this  Rare  Coin  Review  for  only  $24.50.  That’s  a 
savings  of  almost  15%.  The  cost  is  no  more  than 
you  would  pay  for  a  “standard”  holder  of  the 
same  size  and  format,  except  that  “standard” 
holders  usually  are  not  gold  imprinted  but, 
rather,  are  printed  with  silkscreen  or  transfer 
lettering.  The  Kingswood  holders  are  individu¬ 
ally  stamped  with  bright  gold  letters. 

Tyi^e  Collection  Holders 

ingswood  Type  Collection  holders 
were  designed  to  store  and  display 
collections  of  type  sets.  KW-1  through 
KW-9  contain  openings  for  issues  first 
released  during  the  time  spans  indicated.  KW-5, 
for  example,  contains  openings  for  new  issues  of 
bronze,  nickel,  and  silver  coins  from  1861-1900. 

The  remainder  of  holders  in  the  type 
collection  section  make  it  possible  for  you  to 
build  type  sets  of  United  States  commemorative 
silver  and  gold  coins,  type  sets  of  specific  designs 
(such  as  the  Liberty  Seated  coinage),  mints 
(Carson  City  Mint),  denominations  (United 
States  half  cents),  or  metals  (.900  silver). 


♦  KW-1 


New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver  1793-1799 

This  holder  begins  the  panorama  of  American 
coinage  with  new  issues  introduced  during  the 
1793-1799  years.  This  holder  contains  openings 
for: 

Half  Cent,  Liberty  Cap  Facing  Left,  1793.  Half  Cent,  Liberty 
Cap  Facing  Right,  1794-1797.  Cent.  Chain  Reverse,  1793.  Cent. 
Wreath  Reverse,  1793.  Cent.  Liberty  Cap,  1793-1796.  Cent. 
Draped  Bust,  1796-1807. 

Half  Dime,  Flowing  Hair,  1794-1795.  Half  Dime,  Draped 
Bust/Small  Eagle,  1796-1797.  Dime,  Small  Eagle,  1796-1797. 
Dime,  Heraldic  Eagle,  1798-1807. 

Quarter,  Small  Eagle,  1796.  Half  Dollar,  Flowing  Hair,  1794- 
1795.  Half  Dollar,  Draped  Bust/Small  Eagle,  1796-1797.  Dollar, 
Flowing  Hair,  1794-1795.  Dollar,  Draped  Bust  Small  Eagle, 
1795-1798.  Dollar,  Heraldic  Eagle,  1798-1804. 


♦  KW-2 


New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver  1800-1830 

During  the  1800-1830  era  many  new  designs 
were  issued.  This  holder  contains  openings  for: 

Half  Cent,  Draped  Bust,  1800-1808, 

Half  Cent,  Classic  Head,  1809-1836.  Cent,  Classic  Head, 
1808-1814.  Cent,  Matron  Head,  1816-1835.  Half  Dime,  Heraldic 
Eagle,  1800-1805.  Half  Dime,  Capped  Bust,  1829-1837.  Dime, 
Capped  Bust  Large,  1809-1828. 

Dime,  Capped  Bust  Small,  1828-1837.  Quaner,  Heraldic 
Eagle,  1804-1807.  Quarter,  Capped  Bust  Large,  1815-1828.  Half 
Dollar,  Heraldic  Eagle,  1801-1807.  Half  Dollar,  Capped  Bust, 
1807-1836. 


♦  KW-3 


New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver  1831-1850 

New  issues  of  this  era  include  the  Braided 
Hair  half  cent,  the  initial  appearance  of  Liberty 
Seated  coins,  and  other  pieces.  This  holder 
contains  openings  for: 

Half  Cent,  Braided  Hair,  1840-1857.  Cent,  Matron  Head 
Modified,  1835-1839.  Cent,  Braided  Hair.  1840-1857.  Half  Dime, 
Liberty  Seated/No  Stars,  1837-1838. 

Half  Dime,  Liberty  Seated/Stars,  1838-1859.  Dime,  Liberty 
Seated/No  Stars,  1837-1838.  Dime,  Liberty  Seated/Stars,  1838- 
1860.  Quarter,  Capped  Bust  Small,  1831-1838.  Quarter,  Liberty 
Seated,  1838-1865.  Half  Dollar,  Capped  Bust/Reeded  Edge, 
1836-1837.  Half  Dollar,  Capped  Bust/Reeded  Edge,  1838-1839. 
Half  Dollar,  Liberty  Seated,  1839-1866.  Dollar,  Liberty  Seated, 
1840-1865. 


♦  KW-4 


Copper,  Copper-Nickel,  Silver  1851-1860 

New  issues  of  the  1851-1860  era  include  the 
Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents,  three  varieties  of 
three-cent  pieces,  and  various  Liberty  Seated 
coins.  This  holder  contains  openings  for: 

Cent.  Flying  Eagle,  1856-1858.  Cent.  Indian  Head/Laurel 
Wreath,  1859.  Cent.  Indian  Head/Oak  Wreath  C.N.,  1860-1864. 
Three-Cent,  No  Outline  to  Star,  1851-1853.  Three-Cent,  Three 
Outlines  to  Star,  1854-1858.  Three-Cent,  Two  Outlines  to  Star, 
1859-1873.  Half  Dime,  Arrows  at  Date,  1853-1855.  Half  Dime, 
Legend  Obverse,  1860-1873.  Dime,  Arrows  at  Date,  1853-1855 

Dime,  Legend  Obverse,  1860-1891.  Quarter,  Arrows  &  Rays, 


1853.  Quarter,  Arrows,  1854-1855.  Half  Dollar,  Arrows  &  Rays, 
1853.  Half  Dollar,  Arrows,  1854-1855. 


♦  KW-T) 


New  Issues  Bronze,  Nickel, 

Silver  1861-1900 

This  holder  is  a  top  favorite.  When  com¬ 
pleted,  it  will  exhibit  19  gorgeous  coins!  This 
holder  contains  openings  for: 

Cent,  Indian  Head,  1864-1909.  Two-Cent,  Shield,  1864- 
1873.  Three-Cent.  Nickel  Alloy,  1865-1889.  Nickel,  Shield  With 
Rays,  1866-1867.  Nickel,  Shield,  1867-1888.  Nickel,  Liberty, 
1883.  Nickel,  Liberty  With  CENTS,  1883-1913.  Dime,  Seated 
With  Arrows,  1873-1874.  Dime,  Barber,  1892-1916.  Twenty 
Cents,  Seated  Liberty,  1875-1878.  Quarter,  Seated  With  Motto, 
1866-1891.  Quarter,  Seated  With  Arrows,  1873-1874.  Quarter, 
Barber,  1892-1915.  Half  Dollar,  Seated  With  Motto,  1866-1891. 
Half  Dollar,  Seated  With  Arrows,  1873-1874.  Half  Dollar,  Barber, 
1892-1918.  Dollar,  Seated  With  Motto,  1866-1873.  Dollar, 
Morgan,  1878-1921.  Dollar,  Trade,  1873-1885. 


♦  KW-() 


New  Issues  Copper,  Nickel, 

Silver  1901-1950 

Here  is  another  perennial  favorite!  The 
Lincoln  cent,  the  new  silver  designs  of  1916,  the 
Jefferson  nickel,  the  Roosevelt  dime,  and  other 
memorable  pieces  made  their  debut  within  this 
time  span.  This  holder  contains  openings  for: 

Cent,  Lincoln  V.D.B.  Reverse,  1909.  Cent,  Lincoln  Wreath, 
1909-1958.  Cent,  Lincoln  Steel,  1943.  Cent,  Lincoln  Shell  Case, 
1944-1946.  Nickel,  Buffalo  Mound,  1913.  Nickel,  Buffalo  Flat 
Ground,  1913-1938. 

Nickel,  Jefferson,  1938-.  Nickel,  Jefferson  Wartime  Alloy, 
1942-1945.  Dime,  Mercury,  1916-1945.  Dime,  Roosevelt  Silver, 
1946-1964.  Quarter,  Standing  Liberty  Type  I,  1916-1917. 
Quarter,  Standing  Liberty  Type  II,  1917-1930.  Quarter, 
Washington  Silver,  1932-1964. 

Half  Dollar,  Walking  Liberty,  1916-1947.  Half  Dollar, 
Franklin,  1948-1963.  Dollar,  Peace  type,  1921-1935. 


♦  KW-7 


New  Issues  Copper,  Nickel, 

Silver  1951  Onward 

New  issues  of  coins  of  our  own  era  are 
represented  in  this  holder.  This  holder  contains 
openings  for: 


Take  a  special 

15% 

Discount  on  every 
Kingswood  Display  Holder 

for  sale! 
f  List  Price:  $28.50 
Now  only  $24.50 
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Cent,  Lincoln  Memorial,  1959-1982.  Cent,  Lincoln  Zinc, 
1982-.  Dime,  Roosevelt  Clad,  1965-.  Quarter,  Washington  Clad, 
1965-.  Quarter,  Bicentennial  Silver,  1776-1976.  Quarter, 
Bicentennial  Clad,  1776-1976.  Half  Dollar,  Kennedy  Silver,  1964. 
Half  Dollar,  Kennedy  Silver  Clad,  1965-1970.  Half  Dollar, 
Kennedy  Clad  Alloy,  1971-.  Half  Dollar,  Bicentennial  Silver, 
1776-1976.  Half  Dollar,  Bicentennial  Clad,  1776-1976.  Dollar, 
Eisenhower  Silver,  1971-1974. 

Dollar,  Eisenhower  Clad,  1971-1978.  Dollar,  Bicentennial 
Silver,  1776-1976.  Dollar,  Bicentennial  Clad,  1776-1976.  Dollar, 
Susan  B.  Anthony,  1979-1981. 


KW-234 

United  States  Half  Dime  Types,  1794-1873 

KW-235 

United  States  Dime  Types,  1796  to  Date 

KW-236 

United  States  Quarter  Types,  1796  to  Date 


KW-131 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters,  1924-1930 

KW-133 

Washington  Quarters,  1943-1952 

KW-140 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1916-1919 


♦  KW-H 


New  Issues  Gold,  1834-1900 

New  gold  coin  issues  in  the  span  of  1834- 
1900.  This  holder  contains  openings  for  13 
coins. 

KW-9 

New  Issues  Gold,  1901-1933 

KW-9A 

Gold,  1901-1933  &  Saint-Gaudens  MCMVII 


KW-237  Nearly  Sold  Out! 

United  States  Half  Dollar  T3rpes — 

.900  Silver  Issues,  1794-1964 

KW-238 

United  States  Dollar  Types — 

Regular  Issues,  .900  Silver,  1794-1935 

KW-240 

United  States  Dollar  Types,  1794  to  1987 


KW-141 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1920-1934 

KW-142 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1935-1940 

KW-143 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1941-1947 

KW-150 

Morgan  Dollars,  1878-1880 


KW-10 

Commemorative  Silver  Issues  1892-1925 

KW-11 

Commemorative  Silver  Issues  1926-1935 

KW-12 

Commemorative  Silver  Issues  of  1936 

KW-13 

Commemorative  Silver  and  Clad,  1937-1986 

KW-14 

New  Issues  Gold  1795-1834 

KW-15 

Commemorative  Gold  Issues  1903-1986 

KW-191 

U.S.  Half  Cents,  Selected  Classic  Head  Types, 
Regular  Issues,  1809-1835 

KW-211 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters  and  Half  Dollars 


Date  Collection  Holders 


KW-151 

Morgan  Dollars,  1881-1883 

KW-152 

Morgan  Dollars,  1884-1887 

KW-153 

Morgan  Dollars,  1888-1891 

KW-154 

Morgan  Dollars,  1892-1895 

KW-155 

Morgan  Dollars,  1896-1900 

KW.156 

Morgan  Dollars,  1901-1921 

KW-157 

Morgan  Dollars, 

20th-Century  Issues  1901-1921 

KW-192 

U.S.  Braided  Hair  Half  Cents — 
Business  Strike  Issues  1849-1857 


KW-212 

Liberty  Seated  Coinage,  Silver  Dollars 

KW.213 

Liberty  Seated  Coinage, 

Basic  Type  Collection 

KW-214  Nearly  Sold  Out! 

United  States  Coins  of  the  Carson  City  Mint 

KW-230 

United  States  Half  Cent  Types,  1793-1857 

KW-231 

United  States  Half  Cent  and 
Large  Cent  Types  1793-1857 

KW-232 

United  States  Cent  Types,  1793  to  Date 

KW-233 

United  States  Coinage  Designs — Two,  Three,  and 
Five-Cent  Pieces,  1851  to  Date 


ingswood  Date  Collection  holders  are 
designed  to  hold  series  of  coins  by  date 
and  mintmark.  This  has  been  a  pop¬ 
ular  collecting  method  for  many  years. 
To  make  collecting  by  date  and  mintmark 
even  more  fun  the  Kingswood  Date  Collection 
holders  divide  each  series  into  logical  and 
simplified  segments. 

KW-lOO 

Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents,  1856-1878 

KW-101 

Indian  Cents,  1879-1909 

KW-102  Nearly  Sold  Out! 

Lincoln  Cents,  1909-1920 

KW-111 

Buffalo  Nickels,  1925-1938 

KW-130 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters,  1916-1923 


KW-239 

U.S.  20th-Century  Dollars  1878-1987 

KW-180  Nearly  Sold  Out! 

Liberty  Double  Eagles,  20th-Century  Issues 

KW-181 

United  States  20th-Century  Liberty  Eagles 

KW-201 

United  States  Silver  Eagles, 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollar 

KW-202 

United  States  Gold  Eagles, 

Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagle 

KW-203 

United  States  Gold  Eagles, 

Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagle 

KW-260 

Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars,  Mint  Collection 
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NUMISMATIC  HISTORY 


Experiments  with 
Aluminum  Coins 

By  Thomas  S.  LaMarre 


anish  chemist  Hans  Christian  Oersted 
produced  the  first  aluminum  in  1825,  but 
it  was  considered  an  exotic  metal  until 
cheap  electrochemical  production  pro¬ 
cesses  were  developed  in  the  1880s.  Long  before 
then,  various  nations  began  experimenting  with 
aluminum  coinage. 

In  1855  an  aluminum  ingot  was  displayed  at 
the  Paris  Exhibition,  and  all  sorts  of  uses  were 
envisioned  for  the  metal.  However,  coinage  did  not 
seem  to  be  one  of  them. 

“It  has  been  said  that  aluminum  may  someday 
replace  gold  and  silver  in  our  coins,”  La  Presse 
snickered.  “Aluminum  can  never  be  destined  for 
such  use.  In  fact,  that  which  contributes  to  gold 
and  silver  the  special  characteristics  of  precious 
metals,  that  which  has  determined  their  choice 
for  this  purpose,  is  the  facility  with  which  they 
can  be  withdrawn  from  their  alloys  and  recon¬ 
verted  into  pure  metal. 

“By  very  simple  chemical  operations,  gold  and 
silver  are  extracted  in  the  pure  state  from  any 
combination  in  which  they  may  occur.  Aluminum 
is  unfortunately  without  this  property;  it  cannot  be 
separated  in  the  metallic  state  from  its  diverse 
compounds.  In  place  of  aluminum,  the  attempt 
yields  only  alumina,  the  common  base,  without 
any  particular  value. 


Sign  of  wealth 

“Such  a  circumstance  prevents  the  use  of  alumi¬ 
num  along  with  silver  and  gold  in  our  coins. 
Further,  a  metal  of  such  common  occurrence,  form¬ 
ing  a  large  part  of  the  clay  which  we  literally  tread 
under  our  feet,  and  whose  value  may  vary  from  all 
sorts  of  circumstances,  can  in  no  case  be  accepted 
as  the  representative  sign  of  wealth.” 

Nevertheless,  Henry  Montucci,  a  member  of  the 
French  Academy  of  Sciences,  foresaw  the  day  when 
aluminum  would  indeed  be  used  for  coinage.  Its 
advantage,  he  theorized,  was  that  it  would  end  the 
practice  of  melting  silver  coins  to  obtain  the  higher 
value  of  bullion.  (The  U.S.  government  attacked 
this  problem  by  reducing  the  weight  of  all  silver 
pieces,  excepting  the  dollar,  in  1853.) 

In  1855  the  U.S.  Mint  struck  a  pattern  alumi¬ 
num  half  dollar.  Three  years  later,  J.L.  Bell  began 
making  aluminum  near  Newcastle,  England,  but 
the  plant  soon  closed  because  of  lack  of  demand. 


In  1863  U.S.  Assayers  Adam  Eckfeldt  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Dubois  recommended  the  production  of  an 
aluminum  coin,  perhaps  as  a  means  of  dealing  with 
metal  shortages  brought  on  by  the  Civil  War.  Chief 
Engraver  James  B.  Longacre  produced  several  pat¬ 
terns  in  aluminum  during  the  next  few  years.  These 


A  One  of  Chief  Engraver  Janies  B.  Long- 
acre’s  many  experiments  in  aluminum 
coinage  for  the  United  States,  an  1870 
pattern  half  dollar. 

were  considered  quite  pleasing  and  Longacre  sug¬ 
gested  that  all  denominations  of  silver  coins  be 
made  with  5%  aluminum  content  instead  of  cop¬ 
per.  The  resulting  coins  would  be  as  hard  and 
durable  as  those  containing  copper,  he  said  but 
would  have  a  more  attractive  color. 

Although  his  proposal  was  rejected,  Longacre 
continued  to  experiment  with  aluminum  patterns. 
“The  use  of  aluminum  for  the  purposes  of  coinage 
was  suggested  by  its  peculiar  qualities  as  I  became 
acquainted  with  them,”  he  explained  to  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  Hugh  McCulloch. 

In  1868  Longacre  produced  sets  of  aluminum 
patterns  containing  examples  of  all  16  denomina¬ 
tions.  These  were  packaged  in  custom  leather  cases 
and  presented  to  Mint  Director  Henry  R.  Linderman. 


In  1873,  Linderman  presented  a  six-piece  pattern 
trade  dollar  set,  struck  in  aluminum,  to  Secretary  of 
State  Hamilton  Fish.  (Wayne  Gretzky  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Kings  hockey  team  purchased  this  set  for 
$137,500  a  couple  of  years  ago.) 

In  1883  the  London  Royal  Mint  conducted  a 
series  of  tests  with  regard  to  the  wearing  qualities 
of  coins  of  assorted  alloys,  including  aluminum. 
Fifty  coins  of  the  specified  metals  were  placed  into 
a  tumbling  barrel  and  weighed  after  six  hours  and 
again  after  seven  hours. 

As  was  probably  expected,  coins  comprised  of 
98%  aluminum,  2%  nickel  showed  the  least  wear 
in  terms  of  weight  but  the  most  wear  relative  to  the 
percentage  of  the  coin.When  the  Royal  Mint  tested 
an  alloy  of  aluminum  and  gold  in  1891,  it  learned 
that  the  color  ranged  from  yellowish  green  to 
purple,  depending  on  the  percentage  of  aluminum. 
Mint  technicians  also  found  that  an  alloy  of  10% 
aluminum,  90%  gold  has  a  melting  point  lower 
than  that  of  aluminum  alone,  and  that  an  alloy  of 
22%  aluminum,  78%  gold  has  a  melting  point 
several  degrees  higher  than  that  of  gold. 

This  type  of  testing  was  fine  and  good,  but 
many  people  wanted  aluminum  taken  out  of  the 
laboratory  and  put  into  practical  applications.  At 
the  1894  American  Numismatic  Association  con¬ 
vention  in  Detroit,  D.C.  Wismer  urged  the  U.S. 
Mint  to  strike  aluminum  coins: 

“The  supply  (of  aluminum)  is  practically  unlim¬ 
ited.  It  constitutes  one-tenth  of  the  earth,  being 
most  abundant  in  clay.  It  is  a  white  metal  some¬ 
what  resembling  silver,  is  very  malleable  and  duc¬ 
tile,  in  tenacity  nearly  the  same  as  iron,  and  takes 
a  high  polish.  When  exposed  to  dry  or  moist  air  it 
is  unalterable  and  does  not  oxidize  or  tarnish  like 
most  of  the  common  metals.  Neither  cold  nor  hot 
water  has  any  action  on  it.  It  is  not  affected  by 
sulfureted  hydrogen,  the  gas  that  so  easily  tar¬ 
nishes  silver. 


Hard  as  iron 

“It  preserves  its  appearance  under  all  ordinary 
circumstances  as  perfectly  as  gold.  It  is  a  soft  metal 
like  pure  silver,  but  when  rolled  or  compressed  it 
becomes  as  hard  as  iron.  It  has  only  one-fourth  the 
weight  of  silver  and  less  than  one-third  the  weight 
of  copper. 

“A  metal  with  so  many  advantages  should  be 
used  for  all  coins  made  of  copper  or  bronze.  It  is  not 
so  much  the  value  of  the  material  or  metal  used  in 
minor  coins  as  the  adaptability  and  convenience. 

“The  change  of  the  minor  coins  to  aluminum 
would  increase  the  number  of  collectors  as  all 
changes  in  coinage  create  interest  in  and  observa¬ 
tion  of  coins.  As  a  natural  consequence  it  would  be 
to  the  interest  of  collectors ...  to  have  this  desirable 
change  in  metal  made.” 

However,  Wismer’s  plea  was  ignored.  The  U.S. 
Mint  was  not  ready  to  issue  aluminum  coins — 
certainly  not  for  the  sake  of  boosting  interest  in 
numismatics!  Collectors  would  have  to  look  abroad 
for  the  first  circulation  strike  aluminum  coins. 

Empowered  by  an  Order  of  Council  that  was 
approved  June  30,  1906,  the  London  Royal  Mint 
struck  aluminum  one-tenth  penny  pieces  for  the 
Protectorate  of  Nigeria  in  1906  and  1907.  It  also 
struck  900,000  aluminum  half  cents  and  6.9  mil¬ 
lion  aluminum  cents  for  Uganda  in  1907. 

Previously,  cowry  shells,  which  fluctuated  in 
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A  A  50-pfennig  piece  in  aluminum 
struck  by  the  German  Republic  in 
1921. 


A  An  aluminum  2-francs  piece  struck 
by  France  during  World  War  II 
because  of  a  shortage  of  other  metals. 


A  A  1951  50-sen  piece  from  the 
Republic  of  Indonesia,  one  of  many 
aluminum  coins  struck  by  that  nation. 


value,  had  served  as  money  in  the  interior  regions 
of  Africa.  “It  is  hoped  that  these  small  aluminum 
coins  will  gradually  take  their  place  as  the  medium 
of  exchange,”  said  Deputy  Master  of  the  Mint 
Ellison  McCartney.  “They  have  a  fixed  value,  which 
ought  to  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  native  as  well 
as  the  general  trade  of  the  country.” 

The  new  coins  were  holed  in  the  center  to 
permit  the  natives  to  string  them  together,  as  had 
been  their  habit  with  the  cowries  from  time  imme¬ 
morial. 

The  greater  the  cost 

The  low  face  value  of  the  coins  and  the  im¬ 
mense  number  that  were  required  made  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  strike  them  in  an  extremely  light  metal. 
“The  smaller  the  amount,  the  greater  the  cost  of 
coinage,”  McCartney  explained.  “Half  pence  are 
much  more  cosdy  to  coin  than  pennies,  and  yield 
far  less  profit.”  He  added,  “So  far  as  I  know,  these 
are  the  only  aluminum  coins  in  the  world.” 

In  1908  the  Royal  Mint  struck  more  than  8.3 
million  aluminum  cents  for  Nigeria,  including  a 
small  quantity  of  Proofs  for  collectors.  However, 
the  aluminum  coins  soon  proved  to  be  unsuited  to 
the  tropical  climate,  which  hastened  corrosion. 
Copper-nickel  coins  of  smaller  size  were  substi¬ 
tuted  for  the  aluminum  pieces  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  year. 

Despite  disappointment  with  regard  to  the  first 
circulating  aluminum  coins,  interest  in  aluminum 
coinage  remained  strong.  In  1909,  a  fascinating 
item  appeared- in  The  Numismatist: 

“It  has  been  proposed  in  France  to  adopt  alumi¬ 
num  for  the  pieces  of  10  and  5  centimes,  which  are 
now  made  of  bronze.  The  advantage  urged  are  the 
durability  of  the  metal,  its  malleability,  its  metallic 
sonority  and  its  lightness. 

“Great  stress  is  laid  on  this  last  point,  which,  it 
is  asserted,  would  enable  the  small  coins  to  be 
easily  distinguished  from  silver  in  the  pocket  and 
make  it  possible  to  carry  them  in  quantity  without 
being  annoyed  by  the  weight. 

“The  Paris  Mint  has  already  struck  a  number  of 
5-  and  10-centime  pieces  of  the  new  metal,  and 
their  production  is  said  to  be  as  easy  as  the  striking 
of  copper  pieces.  The  same  dies  were  used  as  for  the 
copper  coins,  and  the  new  aluminum  ones  . . .  will 


be  exactly  the  same  size,  thickness,  and  design  as 
the  old  coppers.  Of  course,  they  will  be  very  much 
lighter  and  will  look  neater  and  cleaner.  The  reign 
of  aluminum  may,  therefore,  begin  any  moment.” 

This  prediction  was  somewhat  premature;  cir¬ 
culating  aluminum  coins  were  still  a  thing  of  the 
future  in  France.  In  1914,  however,  a  private  firm 
in  Denver  turned  out  aluminum  one-centavo  pieces 
for  the  state  of  Durango,  Mexico. 

Germany,  facing  copper  shortages  brought  on 
by  World  War  I,  struck  aluminum  one-pfennig 
pieces  in  1918.  The  German  Republic  went  on  to 
strike  a  succession  of  aluminum  coins  in  the  post¬ 
war  years:  50-pfennig  pieces  in  1922  and  1935;  a 
pair  of  3-mark  pieces  in  1922  (one  of  which  cel¬ 
ebrated  the  Weimar  Constitution);  and  200-  and 
500-mark  pieces  in  1923. 

Romania  and  Greece 

In  1921,  Romania  issued  25-  and  50-bani  alu¬ 
minum  coins,  and  in  1922  Greece  minted  a  10- 
lepta  aluminum  coin.  Bulgaria  struck  1-  and  2-leva 
aluminum  pieces  in  1923.  In  1938  Paraguay  struck 
50-centavos,  one-peso  and  two-peso  coins  in  alu¬ 
minum.  Japan  adopted  aluminum  for  coinage  the 
same  year. 

World  War  11  needs  brought  tremendous  growth 
in  the  aluminum  industry,  and  production  shot  to 


record  levels.  Aluminum  was  especially  valued  as  a 
substitute  for  metals  that  were  required  for  the  war 
effort.  Nickel,  for  example,  formed  an  important 
part  of  armor  plate,  while  huge  quantities  of  copper 
were  used  for  motors,  generators,  transformers, 
wiring,  ignition  systems,  radio  receivers,  radar 
instruments  and  shell  cases. 

Vitally  important  airplanes 

China,  France,  Germany  and  Japan  were  among 
the  nations  which  struck  aluminum  coins  during 
the  war.  In  the  United  States  and  England,  how¬ 
ever,  aluminum  was  needed  for  vitally  important 
airplanes  and  lightweight  parts,  so  other  solutions 
to  the  coinage  problem  had  to  be  found. 

In  the  mid-1970s  rising  copper  prices  prompted 
the  U.S.  Mint  to  again  take  a  closer  look  at  alumi¬ 
num.  A  number  of  pattern  aluminum  cents  were 
struck  in  1974,  some  of  which  were  never  returned 
by  members  of  a  congressional  committee.  Ken¬ 
neth  E.  Bressett,  editor  of  A  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins,  estimates  that  six  specimens  may 
exist. 

On  a  legal  basis,  at  least,  the  aluminum  cent 
failed  to  materialize.  Today  a  simple  fact  remains — 
the  United  States,  a  pioneer  in  aluminum  coin 
experimentation,  has  yet  to  issue  its  first  circulat¬ 
ing  aluminum  coin. 


A  A  selection  of  the  various  aluminum  pattern  coins  struck  by  the  U.S.  Mint  over 
the  years.  None  of  these  coins  ever  made  it  into  regular  circulation. 
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Numismatic 
Books  For  Sale 

At  Special  Confidential  Prices! 


ook  sales  have  been  spectacular  lately — 
and  this  despite  national  economic  con¬ 
ditions  and  everything  else!  The  orders 
received  for  our  new  book,  Commemora¬ 
tive  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclo¬ 
pedia,  by  Q.  David  Bowers  have  exceeded  our 
fondest  expectations.  The  book  is  scheduled  to  be 
reprinted  soon  (except  for  the  limited-edition  de¬ 
luxe  hardbound  version  which  will  be  forever 
restricted  to  900  copies,  most  of  which  are  sold). 

We  have  made  some  selected  advance  an¬ 
nouncements  of  Dave’s  next  book,  the  result  of 
many  years  of  study  and  also  with  the  collaboration 
of  Robert  W.  Julian,  Bill  Fivaz,  Mark  Borckardt,  P. 
Scott  Rubin,  and  other  noted  numismatists — the 
tide  is  United  States  Silver  Dollars:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia.  The  response  has  been  beyond  our 
greatest  hopes,  spurred  no  doubt  by  our  special 
pre-publication  discount  prices  as  well  as  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  what  we  are  sure  you  will  find  to  be  a  dandy 
book.  If  you  haven’t  ordered  your  book  already,  do 
so  now,  for  shipment  this  coming  summer.  Order 
early  and  you  will  be  among  the  first  to  read  it.  The 
deep  pre-publication  discount  will  more  than  make 
up  for  any  small  amount  of  interest  you  might  have 
made  on  your  money  in  the  meantime. 

Victor  Mason  recently  wrote  to  us  as  follows: 
“As  always,  since  I  became  introduced  to  coin 
collecting  in  1974, 1  have  enjoyed  looking  at  coins 
and  studying  their  history — contemplating  the  many 
individuals  who  have  owned  and  enjoyed  each 
piece.  As  a  corollary  to  this,  I  have  adopted  the 
excellent  advice  of  your  firm  and  many  others  to 
‘buy  the  book  before  the  coin.’  I  have  enjoyed  very 
much  the  study  provided  by  these  books.  I  also 
appreciate  the  fine  help  provided  by  your  staff, 
which  has  helped  me  with  ‘glowing  brilliance’ — 
with  the  books  you  have  sent  and  the  catalogues 
you  produce.  I  sincerely  hope  the  good  fortunes  of 
your  firm  continue.” 

Books  can  be  fun,  inexpensive,  and  potentially 
quite  profitable!  Check  over  the  following  pages 
and  take  advantage  of  our  very  attractive  discount 
prices — which  make  ordering  books  better  buys 
than  ever  before.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  we  offer  discount  prices  for  one  main 
reason — to  spread  numismatic  knowledge,  not  only 
for  books  we  publish,  but  books  published  by  many 
others  and  created  by  some  of  the  finest  authors  in 


numismatics  today.  The  more  books  you  have  in 
your  library,  the  more  good,  old-fashioned  fun  you 
will  have.  Each  and  every  book  we  sell  comes  with 
a  30-day  money-back  guarantee.  We  know  you  will 
be  absolutely  delighted. 

Quick  ordering  hint:  if  you  are  ordering  books 
only  (and  not  coins)  ask  for  Pat  Dumas,  of  our 
Publications  Department  ,when  you  call,  have  your 
credit  card  handy,  and  give  her  the  stock  numbers 
you  want — and  she’ll  do  the  rest,  calculating  the 
total  of  your  order  and  billing  you  automatically. 

Let  me  mention  some  new  titles.  Recently  we 
shipped  the  first  copies  of  Michael  Wescott’s  new 
book,  the  standard  reference  in  the  series.  The 
United  States  Nickel  Five-Cent  Piece:  A  Date-By-Date 
Analysis  and  History.  Advance  reviews  and  com¬ 
ments  are  very  favorable.  If  you  are  interested  in 
Shield,  Liberty,  Buffalo,  or  Jefferson  nickels,  this 
book  is  an  absolute  “must.”  The  list  price  is  $14.95, 
but  your  special  net  discount  price  is  Just  $12.95. 
The  book  is  192  pages  in  length,  extensively  illus¬ 
trated,  and  is  our  Stock  No.  BWE-705  (please  give 
our  stock  number  when  ordering). 

Just  received  from  the  printer  are  the  new  13th 
edition  copies  of  the  greatly  revised  and  expanded 
book  High  Profits  from  Rare  Coin  Investment,  by  Q. 
David  Bowers.  Now  an  expanded  438  pages  in 
length,  this  volume  has  25  chapters — which  tell 
you  Just  about  everything  you  want  to  know  to  buy, 
sell,  and  trade  coins  to  your  advantage.  The  list 
price  is  $19.95,  available  to  you  at  the  special  net 
discount  price  Of  Just  $16.95,  Stock  No.  BBM-103. 

With  our  newly  expanded  Research  Depart¬ 
ment  and  with  some  excellent  plans  in  mind,  we 
expect  that  1992  will  be  a  really  great  year  for  new 
publications  from  Bowers  and  Merena.  Watch  for 
some  great  announcements! 

Check  the  listing  over  carefully,  pick  out  the 
titles  you  do  not  have,  and  call  toll-free  1-800-222- 
5993,  or  send  your  order  by  mail.  Either  way,  some 
really  enjoyable,  inexpensive  and  potentially  prof¬ 
itable  books  will  be  on  your  way  soon. 


Best  wishes. 


Doug  Plasencia,  Manager 
Publications  Department 
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Over  50% 
off  cover  price 


Are  you  interested  in  gold  coins? 

Then  this  book  package  deal  is  for  you.  Each 
volume  has  a  beautiful  library-quality 
hardbound  cover.  These  three  outstanding 
numismatic  works  can  be  yours  for  the  first 
(and  possibly  last)  time  at  this  incredibly  low 
price.  Normal  cover  price  for  these  editions 
comes  to  $96.90,  a  wonderful  price  for 
hardbound  publications  at  any  standard.  How¬ 
ever,  you  don’t  have  to  pay  this  much.  Take 
advantage  of  this  special  offer  and  you  can  go 
for  the  gold  for  a  mere  $49.95  -  less  than  half 
the  original  cover  price.  We  will  even  pay 
shipping  and  handling?  Here’s  what  you  get: 

1)  Handbook  of  20th-Century  Gold 
by  David  Akers:  A  best-seller,  184  pages, 
with  separate  pages  devoted  to  each  issue. 
Rarity  information  is  given  in  several  degrees 
of  Mint  State  preservation,  as  well  as  collecting 
hints  and  additional  information,  illustrated. 
Cover  price  $29.95 

2)  Buyers  Guide  to  United  States  Gold 
Coins  by  Q.  David  Bowers:  This  book  will 
be  literally  worth  its  weight  in  gold  to  anyone 
interested  in  American  gold  coins.  122  pages, 
illustrated,  it  describes  each  type  from  1795 
onward,  discusses  availability  in  various  grades, 
rarities,  etc.  Cover  price  $19.95 

3)  United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illus¬ 
trated  History  by  Q.  David  Bowers:  Illus¬ 
trated  with  pieces  from  the  fabulous  Louis 
Eliasberg  Collection,  which  the  author  cata¬ 
logued  and  sold  at  auction  for  $12.4  million. 
Written  in  a  highly  readable  and  informative 
style,  this  volume  discusses  all  you  want  to 
know  about  American  gold  coins.  A  must  book 
that  you  will  refer  to  many  times  over.  415 
pages,  illustrated.  Cover  price  $47.00 

When  ordering,  ask  for  the 
“Gold  Book  Special.” 
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HANDBOOK  OF  20TH- 
CENTURY  UNITED  STATES 
GOLD  COINS 

By  David  Akers 

A  best-seller,  184  pages,  with  separate 
pages  devoted  to  each  issue.  Rarity  infor¬ 
mation  is  given  in  several  degrees  of  Mint 
State  preservation,  as  well  as  collecting 
hints  and  additional  information,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound  (BAK-748)  Pub.  $19.95 

ONLY  $16.95 

Hardbound  (BAK-749)  Pub.  $29.95 

ONLY  $24.95 


ADVENTURES  WITH 
RARE  COINS 

By  Q.  David  Bowers  (Introduction  by  John  J. 

Ford) 

Read  about  the  history,  art,  romance,  and 
investment  aspect  of  coins.  The  fabulous 
California  Gold  Rush,  the  great  Treasury 
release  of  Morgan  silver  dollars  in  1962 
(together  with  figures  stating  the  quantity 
of  Carson  City  and  other  dollars  held  by  the 
Treasury  and  subsequently  sold),  the  coin 
market  over  the  years,  dos  and  don’ts  of 
coin  investment,  and  more.  Enthusiasti¬ 
cally  acclaimed!  306  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound  (BBM-125)  Pub.  $24.95 

ONLY  $20.95 
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THE  COIN  WORLD 
COMPREHENSIVE  CATA¬ 
LOG  &  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF 
UNITED  STATES  COINS 

By  David  T.  Alexander 

In  this  volume  the  author  describes,  illus¬ 
trates,  and  prices  all  American  coinage 
from  1652  to  the  present:  colonial  and 
early  state  coins  and  tokens;  all  early  inde¬ 
pendence  period  issues;  and  pattern  and 
trial  coinage;  among  others.  646  pages. 
Softbound  (BAL-100)  Pub.  $19.95 

ONLY  $11.95 

Hardbound  (BAL-101)  Pub.  $35.00 

ONLY  $21.00 


A  BUYER’S  GUIDE  TO  THE 
RARE  COIN  MARKET 

By  Q,  David  Bowers 

This  best-selling  book  contains  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  following:  How  to  buy  and 
sell  coins  effectively;  slabs  and  certified 
coins,  pros  and  cons;  how  to  get  an  extra 
value  for  your  money;  dealers  and  dealing; 
market  and  price  information;  using  it  to 
your  advantage;  secrets  of  successful  col¬ 
lecting  and  investing,  and  much,  much 
more.  372  pages. 

Softbound  (BBM-352)  Pub.  $14.95 

ONLY  $12.95 


AMERICAN  HERITAGE 

30th  Anniversary  Edition 
Landmark  issue  of  this,  the  most  famous 
American  magazine  on  history.  Why  are 
we  offering  this  for  sale?  Because  our  own 
Q.  David  Bowers  was  given  the  task  of 
writing  the  cover  article — “American  Gold 
Coins.”  We  are  down  to  our  last  couple  of 
dozen  copies  left,  so  place  your  order 
quickly! 

Magazine  (BAM-100)  Pub.  $5.00 

ONLY  $4.25 
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BUYER’S  GUIDE  TO 
UNITED  STATES 
GOLD  COINS 

By  Q.  David  Bowers  (Foreword  by  David  Akers) 
This  book  will  be  literally  worth  its  weight 
in  gold  to  anyone  interested  in  American 
gold  coins.  Describes  each  type  from  1795 
onward,  discusses  availability  in  various 
grades,  rarities,  etc.,  and  includes  exten¬ 
sive  research  by  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg.  Highly 
acclaimed.  122  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound  (BBM-350)  Pub.  $12.95 
ONLY  $10.95 
Hardbound  (BBM-351)  Pub.  $19.95 

ONLY  $16.95 


ABE  KOSOFF:  DEAN  OF 
NUMISMATICS 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  best  seller  traces  the  amazing  life  of 
one  of  America’s  most  successful  coin  deal¬ 
ers.  Whether  you  are  collector,  dealer,  or 
investor,  here  is  the  success  story  second 
to  none.  He  was  founder  of  the  Profes¬ 
sional  Numismatists  Guild  and  its  first 
president.  He  received  the  Farran  Zerbe 
Award,  the  highest  recognition  given  by 
the  American  Numismatic  Association. 
Fascinating — and  an  inspiration  to  any¬ 
one  aspiring  to  be  a  success  in  the  hobby. 
Highly  acclaimed!  351  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound  (BBM-164)  Pub.  $19.95 

ONLY  $16.95 


COINS  AND  COLLECTORS 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  was  first  published  in  1964,  and 
has  been  reprinted  several  times  since  then, 
most  recently  in  1988.  Here  is  a  book 
which  delighted  an  earlier  generation  of 
numismatists  and  which  was  the  first  book 
that  Dave  Bowers  ever  wrote.  You’ll  enjoy 
reading  about  numismatic  history,  invest¬ 
ment,  die  varieties,  and  more!  Certainly 
one  of  the  best-selling  numismatic  books 
of  all  time.  214  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound  (BBM-400)  Pub.  $9.95 
ONLY  $8.50 
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AT  SPECIAL  DISCOUNT  PRICES! 

COINAGE  LAWS  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  1792-1894 

By  David  L.  Ganz 

One  of  the  most  significant  references  ever 
published!  This  one  volume  contains  all 
the  coinage  laws  leading  to  the  creation  of 
designs,  modifications  of  metallic  stan¬ 
dards,  establishment  of  branch  mints,  etc, 
covering  one  of  the  most  significant  times 
in  the  history  of  numismatics.  Here  is  a 
volume  that  will  be  of  interest  to  anyone 
interested  in  19th-century  American  coins. 
With  a  new  foreword  by  the  author,  a 
noted  numismatist  and  attorney.  77  pages. 
Softbound  (BGA-100)  Pub.  $9.95 

ONLY  $8.50 


THE  HISTORY  OF  UNITED 
STATES  COINAGE 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Illustrated  in  color  by  coins  from  the  fabu¬ 
lous  Garrett  Collection,  catalogued  by  Q. 
David  Bowers,  and  sold  at  auction  for  $25 
million,  this  immense  volume  is  virtually  a 
university  course  in  American  numismat¬ 
ics,  and  covers  in  depth  all  series  from 
colonials  to  regular  copper,  nickel,  silver, 
and  gold  issues,  to  territorials  and  pat¬ 
terns.  This  book  will  be  the  foundation  to 
your  reference  library.  572  pages. 

Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-130)  Pub.  $49.00 

ONLY  $40.95 
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THE  COIN  DEALER  NEWS¬ 
LETTER:  A  STUDY  IN  RARE 
COIN  PRICE  PERFORMANCE 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Gives  yearly  market  closing  prices,  1 963  to 
1988,  for  all  popular  series.  Contains  a 
vivid  record  of  the  coin  market,  cycles, 
changes  in  popularity,  and  other  events 
which  have  shaped  the  market  during  the 
past  three  decades.  With  articles  and  com¬ 
mentaries  by  many  of  the  most  respected 
authors  in  the  field.  527  pages,  illustrated. 

5oftbound  (BBM-402)  Pub.  $34.95 

ONLY  $29.95 

Hardbound  (BBM-403)  Pub.  $49.95 

ONLY  $41.95 
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HOW  TO  BE  A  SUCCESS¬ 
FUL  COIN  DEALER 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  author  introduces  you  to  the  intrica¬ 
cies  of  professional  numismatics.  Building 
an  inventory,  winning  customers  and  keep¬ 
ing  them,  opening  a  shop,  doing  business 
by  mail,  accounting,  making  good  buys, 
selling  effectively,  advertising,  and  more! 
This  edition  is  vastly  expanded  and  is  pub¬ 
lished  in  cooperation  with  Coin  World. 
Even  if  you  don’t  plan  to  be  a  coin  dealer, 
this  book  offers  many  valuable  insights 
into  the  hobby.  184  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound  (BBM-401)  Pub.  $14.95 

ONLY  $12.95 


THE  COMPLEAT 
COLLECTOR 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  monograph  contains  some  views,  of¬ 
ten  tongue-in-cheek,  on  the  subject  of  coin 
collecting — and  what  makes  a  collector 
compleat  (or  complete),  illustrated  with 
whimsical  drawings  from  Elli  Ford.  This 
monograph  does  not  pretend  to  be  a  seri¬ 
ous  work,  but,  rather,  is  an  irreverent 
observation  of  some  aspects  of  what  many 
of  us — including  the  author — consider  to 
be  the  world’s  greatest  hobby.  A  fun  read¬ 
ing  experience!  40  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound  (BBM-158)  Pub.  $4.95 

ONLY  $2.50 


AN  INSIDE  VIEW  OF  THE 
COIN  HOBBY  IN  THE  1930s: 
THE  WALTER  P.  NICHOLS  FILE 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Contains  fascinating  correspondence  from 
the  private  files  of  1930s  dealer  Walter  P. 
Nichols,  who  corresponded  with  many  fa¬ 
mous  people  of  his  day.  Published  letters 
from  this  secret  file  offer  a  wealth  of  in¬ 
formation  about  how  the  hobby  was  con¬ 
ducted  during  these  formative  years.  Scan¬ 
dals  and  controversies,  hopes  and  dreams, 
successes  and  failures  all  come  to  life  in 
fascinating  detail.  144  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound  (BBM-155)  Pub.  $14.95 

ONLY  $12.95 


HIGH  PROFITS  FROM 
RARE  COIN  INVESTMENT 
(NEW  13TH  EDITION) 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  truly  great  book  combines  fascinating 
text  with  charts,  data,  etc.  Here  is  just  a 
glimpse  of  what  this  volume  contains: 
Building  a  Portfolio;  “Slabbed”  and  Certi¬ 
fied  Coins;  Price  and  Market  Cycles;  Avoid¬ 
ing  Mistakes;  Spotting  Sleepers;  Grading; 
How  the  Stock  Market  Affects  the  Coin 
Market;  and  much,  much  more!  Over  400 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound  (BBM-103)  $19.95 

ONLY  $16.95 
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THE  NUMISMATIST’S 
BEDSIDE  COMPANION 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  dandy  book  furnishes  enjoyable  read¬ 
ing  about  coin  collecting,  unusual  aspects 
of  the  hobby,  investment — you  name  it, 
and  your  favorite  topic  is  probably  in¬ 
cluded  among  the  29  chapters!  The  vol¬ 
ume  is  an  anthology  of  some  of  the  best 
articles  from  past  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review,  by  such  authors  as  Q.  David  Bow¬ 
ers,  Dennis  boring,  Frank  M.  Todd,  Walter 
Breen,  Bruce  Lorich,  James  F.  Ruddy,  David 
L.  Ganz,  and  even  one  written  by  Mark 
Twain.  224  pages. 

Softbound  (BBM-200)  Pub.  $9.95 

ONLY  $8.50 
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THE  NUMISMATIST’S 
FIRESIDE  COMPANION 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  nifty  book,  packed  with  interesting  sto¬ 
ries.  Within  its  covers  is  a  banquet  of 
numismatic  tales  by  a  variety  of  well-known 
authors,  including  Q.  David  Bowers,  Dou¬ 
glas  McDonald,  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  Don 
Alper,  Cal  Wilson,  Bruce  Lorich,  Paul  M. 
Green,  Hans  Schulman,  and  Louis  Elias- 
berg.  This  anthology  boasts  26  articles  on 
almost  every  numismatic  subject  imagin¬ 
able,  including  history,  collecting,  invest¬ 
ment,  rarities — you  name  it!  224  pages. 

Softbound  (BBM-201)  Pub.  $9.95 

ONLY  $8.50 
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UNITED  STATES  THREE- 
CENT  AND  FIVE-CENT 
PIECES:  AN  ACTION  GUIDE 
FOR  THE  COLLECTOR  AND 
INVESTOR 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  fascinating  volume  gives  you  a  dealer’s 
inside  view  of  nickel  and  silver  three-cent 
pieces,  nickel  five-cent  pieces,  and  half 
dimes.  Sleepers,  the  stories  behind  rari¬ 
ties,  the  fabulous  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel, 
the  unique  1870-S  half  dime,  and  other 
topics  are  recounted,  accompanied  by  many 
photographs.  168  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound  (BBM-303)  Pub.  $9.95 

ONLY  $8.50 
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THE  NUMISMATIST’S 
LAKESIDE  COMPANION 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  volume  is  the  third  in  the  series  of 
Companion  books.  An  interesting  book, 
packed  with  all  sorts  of  stories  by  a  variety 
of  well-known  authors,  including  Ed 
Pochette,  Robert  W.  Julian,  Michael 
Wescott,  Tom  LaMarre,  Q.  David  Bowers, 
Frank  Gasparro,  John  W.  Adams,  Michael 
Hodder,  J.G.  Macallister,  and  others.  224 
pages. 

Softbound  (BBM-202)  Pub.  $9.95 

ONLY  $8.50 
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UNITED  STATES  DIMES, 
QUARTERS  AND  HALF 
DOLLARS:  AN  ACTION 
GUIDE  FOR  THE  COLLEC¬ 
TOR  AND  INVESTOR 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  takes  you  behind  the  scenes  and 
gives  you  a  dealer’s  view  of  sleepers  you 
can  find,  and  many  different  things  to 
watch  for  when  buying  and  selling — an 
“inside  view”  of  these  denominations.  215 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound  (BBM-304)  Pub.  $9.95 

ONLY  $8.50 


THE  STRANGE  CAREER  OF 
DR.  WILKINS:  A  NUMIS¬ 
MATIC  INQUIRY 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  investigation  into  the  life  of  Dr.  George 
G.  Wilkins,  who  is  numismatically  remem¬ 
bered  for  counterstamping  coins,  but  who 
is  remembered  in  other  quarters  for  pass¬ 
ing  counterfeit  money,  selling  liquor  with¬ 
out  a  license,  and  peddling  patent  medi¬ 
cine.  Fun  reading.  96  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound  (BBM-420)  Pub.  $9.95 

ONLY  $8.50 

Deluxe  Hardbound,  Autographed 
(BBM-421)  Pub.  $19.95 

ONLY  $16.95 
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UNITED  STATES  COINS  BY 
DESIGN  TYPES:  AN  ACTION 
GUIDE  FOR  THE  COLLEC¬ 
TOR  AND  INVESTOR 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  author  gives  you  valuable  information 
on  sleepers,  unrecognized  rarities,  good 
buys,  plus  information  concerning  design, 
distribution,  and  other  valuable  facts.  Each 
major  design  type  from  1793  to  date  is 
illustrated  and  completely  described,  in¬ 
cluding  the  designer  of  the  piece,  the 
weight,  the  metallic  composition,  and  the 
mintage.  256  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 
Softbound  {BBM-307)  Pub.  $9.95 

ONLY  $8.50 


UNITED  STATES  COPPER 
COINS:  AN  ACTION  GUIDE 
FOR  THE  COLLECTOR  AND 
INVESTOR 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Half  cents,  large  cents,  small  cents,  and 
rwo-cent  pieces  are  discussed  in  detail.  All 
major  types  are  illustrated,  as  are  numerous 
varieties.  Why  is  it  rare?  Why  is  it  priced  as 
such?  Which  issues  are  sleepers?  How  have 
such  pieces  been  collected  over  the  years? 
These  and  many  other  tips  of  value  are 
presented. 176  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound  (BBM-302)  Pub.  $9.95 
ONLY  $8.50 


UNITED  STATES  GOLD  COINS: 
AN  ILLUSTRATED  HISTORY 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Illustrated  by  pieces  from  the  fabulous 
Louis  Eliasberg  Collection,  which  the  au¬ 
thor  catalogued  and  sold  at  auction  for 
$12.4  million.  Written  in  a  highly  readable 
and  informative  style,  this  volume  dis¬ 
cusses  all  you  want  to  know  about  Ameri¬ 
can  gold  coins.  How  they  were  minted, 
why  certain  issues  are  rare,  stories  of  rari¬ 
ties,  and  so  on.  A  must  book  that  you  will 
refer  to  many  times  over.  A  book  about 
gold  that  is  literally  worth  its  weight  in 
gold!  415  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound  (BBM-135)  Pub.  $47.00 

ONLY  $39.95 
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AND  HIS  ERA,  PROFILE  OF 
A  NUMISMATIST 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning  volume  details  the 
fascinating  and  almost  unbelievable  life  of 
Virgil  Brand  (1862-1926)  and  how  he  be¬ 
came  known  as  “the  world’s  greatest  coin 
collector,”  owning  over  350,000  coins,  in¬ 
cluding  duplicates  of  rarities,  by  the  time 
he  died.  The  book  is  literally  a  “numismatic 
tour”  of  the  past!  Enthusiastically  ac¬ 
claimed,  and  truly  delightful  reading!  248 
pages,  illustrated. 

Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-140)  Pub.  $29.00 

ONLY  $24.95 


PEDIA  OF  UNITED  STATES 
AND  COLONIAL  PROOF  COINS 

In  this  revised  edition,  the  author  details 
the  process  of  Proof  coin  manufacture, 
characteristics  of  various  styles  of  Proofs 
(brilliant,  matte,  satin,  Roman,  etc.),  and 
gives  a  wealth  of  other  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  Proof  format.  Year  by  year — 
1722  to  1989 — Proofs  are  analyzed.  In¬ 
cludes  detailed  discussions  of  Proof  sets^ 
scarcities  and  rarities,  and  pedigrees  of 
classic  issues.  The  definitive  work  on  the 
subject.  338  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

Softbound  (BBR-765)  Pub.  $29.95 

ONLY  $24.95 


THE  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF 
UNITED  STATES  SILVER 
AND  GOLD  COMMEMORA¬ 
TIVE  COINS  1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen 
A  new  printing  of  this  classic  work  on 
American  commemoratives,  now  386  pages 
long,  and  available  for  the  first  time  in 
quality  (coated  paper,  superb  illustrations, 
quality  text)  format  for  an  affordable  price. 
This  reference,  by  two  of  America’s  most 
respected  researchers,  gives  detailed  in¬ 
formation  on  commemorative  coins  from 
1892  to  date,  plus  much  other  useful  data. 

Softbound  (BSW-742)  Pub.  $29.95 

ONLY  $24.95 


FRACTIONAL  MONEY 

By  Neil  Carothers 

First  published  in  1925,  this  reprinted  vol¬ 
ume  tells  about  “fractional  money” — the 
author’s  term  for  copper,  nickel,  and  silver 
coins.  He  details  various  issues  produced 
from  the  1790s  onward,  telling  how  differ¬ 
ent  metallic  and  other  changes  came  to  be, 
interrelating  numismatics  with  various  fi¬ 
nancial  conditions,  wars,  and  other  events. 
His  section  on  what  happened  to  coins  in 
circulation  during  the  Civil  War  is  worth 
the  price  of  the  book  by  itself!  One  of  the 
most  valuable  numismatic  reference  books 
ever  published.  392  pages. 

Softbound  (BCA-835)  Pub.  $19.95 

ONLY  $16.95 


WALTER  BREEN’S  ENCYCLO¬ 
PEDIA  OF  UNITED  STATES 
HALF  CENTS,  1793-1857 

This  superb  book,  with  photographs  by 
Jack  Collins,  contains  over  500  pages  of 
half  cent  lore,  with  at  least  a  full  page 
(often  multiple  pages)  devoted  to  each 
date  and  major  variety  within  the  series! 
There  are  enough  spicy  comments,  edito¬ 
rial  opinions,  and  other  tidbits  to  keep  you 
reading  from  the  beginning  through  to  the 
end.  One  of  the  most  impressive  special¬ 
ized  books  on  U.S.  coinage  ever  published ! 
500  pages,  includes  color  plates. 
Hardbound  (BBR-763)  Pub.  $60.00 

ONLY  $50.95 


THE  EARLY  COINS 
OF  AMERICA 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 

Reprint  of  this  19th-century  classic.  De¬ 
tails  colonial,  state,  and  early  American 
coins,  the  history,  legislation  pertaining  to 
them,  collecting,  comments,  etc.  A  simply 
marvelous  book,  and  one  of  our  favorites. 
A  must  for  your  library,  even  if  you  do  not 
collect  early  American  coins.  This  reprint 
edition  also  includes  modem  comments  by 
Eric  P.  Newman.  378  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound  (BCR-271)  Pub.  $45.00 

ONLY  $37.95 
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WALTER  BREEN’S  COM¬ 
PLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF 
U.S.  AND  COLONIAL  COINS 

Here  is  one  of  the  greatest  books  ever 
written  in  the  field  of  numismatics!  Breen 
describes  each  and  every  American  issue 
from  the  earliest  days  onward .  Rarity,  mint¬ 
age  figures,  die  characteristics,  unusual 
varieties,  and  other  data  are  at  your  finger¬ 
tips.  Virtually  a  numismatic  library  all  in 
one  book!  An  absolute  must  for  every 
numismatic  library,  beginning  or  advanced ! 
754  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

Hardbound  (BBR-764)  Pub.  $100.00 

ONLY  $85.00 


THE  PROVINCIAL 
TOKEN  COINAGE 
OF  THE  18TH  CENTURY 

By  Dalton  and  Hamer 

The  standard  reference  for  an  important 
series  of  English  merchants  tokens  and 
related  American  Washington  pieces.  This 
reprint  exhibits  photographic  clarity  of 
hundreds  of  illustrated  tokens,  and  is  over 
600  pages  in  length.  An  important  feature 
is  the  listing  of  over  450  new  varieties, 
combinations,  edge  devices,  etc.,  which 
were  not  in  the  original — information  avail¬ 
able,  until  now,  only  to  specialists  who 
actively  followed  the  field. 

Clothbound  (BDA-100)  Pub.  $135.00 

ONLY  $114.95 
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THE  WORK  OF  AUGUSTUS 
SAINT-GAUDENS 

By  John  Dryfhout 

A  superb  volume,  magnificently  illustrated, 
covering  the  sculpture,  medals,  coinage, 
and  other  works  of  one  of  America’s  most 
prominent  artists.  His  magnificent  MCMVII 
High  Relief  1 907  double  eagle  is,  of  course, 
well  known  to  our  readers,  but  you  will 
delight  in  seeing  his  many  other  achieve¬ 
ments  as  well.  The  author  is  curator  of  the 
Saint-Gaudens  National  Historic  Site,  Cor¬ 
nish,  NH,  where  the  artist  maintained  his 
studio.  356  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 
Softbound  (BDR-755)  Pub.  $29.95 

ONLY  $24.95 


MINT  MARKS 

By  Augustus  C.  Heaton 

Reprinted  limited  edition  of  the  original, 
published  in  1893.  This  54-page  book, 
with  a  new  introduction  by  Q.  David  Bow¬ 
ers,  is  one  of  the  most  important  references 
ever  printed.  Originals — when  they  can  be 
found— sell  for  $100  to  $200  each! 
Augustus  Heaton  pioneered  the  way  to 
mintmark  collecting,  listing  various  “Causes 
of  Attractiveness”  and  telling  numisma¬ 
tists  why  they  should  collect  coins  of  vari¬ 
ous  mints  in  addition  to  Philadelphia. 
Softbound  (BHE-950)  Pub.  $6.95 

ONLY  $5.95 


PENNY  WHIMSY 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  the  classic 
work  by  William  S.  Sheldon,  with  a  new 
introduction  by  Denis  Loring.  Available  for 
the  first  time  in  over  a  decade,  this  book 
contains  over  60  photographs  of  large  cents, 
together  with  plates  of  12  new  varieties 
discovered  since  1965.  340  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound  (BSH-100)  Pub.  $50.00 

ONLY  $41.95 
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AN  HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT 
OF  AMERICAN  COINAGE 

By  John  H.  Hickcox 

Reprint  of  the  original,  first  published  in 
1858.  This  book  is  the  first  large-size  work 
published  in  America  and  devoted  exclu¬ 
sively  to  American  numismatics.  It  gives 
information  concerning  colonial,  state,  and 
other  early  coinage,  as  well  as  coinage  of 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  through  1857.  In 
addition  to  153  pages  of  text,  a  separate 
section  of  five  illustration  plates  is  incorpo¬ 
rated.  This  pioneering  reference  work  is  a 
must  for  collectors  of  American  coinage. 
Softbound  (BHI-100)  Pub.  $9.95 
ONLY  $8.50 


THE  CHERRYPICKERS’ 
GUIDE  TO  RARE  DIE 
VARIETIES 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton 
The  new  Second  Edition  of  an  extremely 
popular  book  that  was  quickly  sold  out 
when  it  first  appeared  on  the  market.  The 
authors  describe  and  illustrate  in  detail 
many  interesting  and  potentially  profit¬ 
able  varieties  which  can  be  found  in  virtu¬ 
ally  all  series  from  cents  through  silver 
dollars.  This  is  a  “fun”  book,  and  at  this 
price  no  serious  collector  should  be  with¬ 
out  one.  208  pages,  extensively  illustrated. 

Softbound  (BFI-103)  Pub.  $14.95 

ONLY  $12.95 
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THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION: 
AN  AMERICAN  LEGACY 

By  Q.  David  Bowers  &  Michael  J.  Hodder 
This  reference  tells  the  fascinating  story  of 
the  Norweb  Collection,  and  how  it  was 
formed  over  several  generations,  from  Lib¬ 
erty  Holden  in  the  19th  century,  to  R. 
Henry  Norweb,  Jr.  in  our  ovm  time.  Among 
the  many  illustrations  in  this  book  are 
dozens  of  full-page  plates  of  prize  Ameri¬ 
can  coins,  ranging  from  colonial  through 
gold  issues.  This  is  not  only  the  story  of  the 
coins  themselves,  but  the  personalities  who 
acquired  them.  288  pages,  illustrated. 
Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-145)  Pub.  $29.00 

ONLY  $24.95 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC 
AUCTIONS,  8TH  EDITION 

By  Martin  Gengerke 

This  indispensable  book  lists  all  numis¬ 
matic  auction  sales  held  in  the  United 
States  from  the  1860s  up  to  1990.  Each 
auction  company’s  sales  are  listed,  includ¬ 
ing  the  total  number  of  lots  in  each,  the 
number  of  plates  in  the  catalogue,  and 
where  the  catalogue  can  be  located.  A 
valuable  reference!  271  pages. 

Softbound  (BGE-202)  Pub.  $37.50 

ONLY  $31.95 
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THE  STANDARD  CATA¬ 
LOGUE  OF  ENCASED 
POSTAGE  STAMPS 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  book  is  the  basic  reference  on  this 
fascinating  series.  Dozens  of  different  vari¬ 
eties  are  described,  and  accompanying  each 
description  is  historical  text,  rarity  ratings, 
and  catalogue  prices.  A  must.  Foreword  by 
Herman  Herst,  Jr.,  with  appreciations  by 
John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  and  Robert  Kincaid.  192 
pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

Softbound  (BBM-355)  Pub.  $19.95 

ONLY  $16.95 

Hardbound  (BBM-356)  Pub.  $27.95 

ONLY  $22.95 
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MEDALS  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES  MINT— THE  FIRST 
CENTURY,  1792-1892 

By  Robert  W.  Julian 

Published  by  the  Token  and  Medal  Society, 
this  condensed,  large-format  book  is  a  gold 
mine  to  anyone  interested  in  medals  pro¬ 
duced  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  Contains 
abundant  information  concerning  pro¬ 
duction  quantities,  rarities,  designers,  and 
the  like.  Interesting  reading  and  highly 
recommended.  475  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound  (BJU-788)  Pub.  $35.00 
ONLY  29.95 


RECOLLECTIONS  OF  A 
MINT  DIRECTOR 

By  Frank  A.  Leach 

This  great  book,  with  a  new  foreword  by  Q. 
David  Bowers,  divulges  the  memoirs  of 
Frank  A.  Leach,  who  was  superintendent 
of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  from  1897  to 
1907,  during  the  great  San  Francisco  earth¬ 
quake  and  fire.  You’ll  go  behind  the  scenes 
at  the  mint  and  read  fascinating  informa¬ 
tion  not  readily  available  elsewhere.  Origi¬ 
nally  published  in  1917,  this  book  is  sifre 
to  be  enjoyed  from  cover  to  cover.  Highly 
recommended.  136  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound  (BLE-100)  Pub.  $9.95 
ONLY  $8.50 


PRIVATE  GOLD  COINS 
AND  PATTERNS 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

By  Donald  H.  Kagin 

The  “last  word”  on  the  subject  of  territorial 
gold  coins,  privately- issued  gold  coins,  in¬ 
gots,  and  bars — as  well  as  other  topics 
relating  to  the  wild  West.  While  collecting 
territorial  gold  coins  is  admittedly  a  rarified 
realm,  this  book  is  valuable  to  every  nu¬ 
mismatist,  for  it  is  crammed  with  history, 
romance,  numismatic  facts,  and  more!  406 
pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

Hardbound  (BKA-709)  Pub.  $29.95 

ONLY  $24.95 
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CATALOGUE  OF  THE  LOUIS 
HELFENSTEIN  COLLECTION 
OF  LARGE  CENTS 

By  Lester  Merkin 

One  of  the  landmark  events  in  American 
auction  history,  the  Helfenstein  Collec¬ 
tion,  expertly  catalogued  and  including 
many  superb  coins,  caused  a  sensation 
when  it  was  sold  by  Lester  Merkin  in  Au¬ 
gust  1964  and  shattered  just  about  every 
price  record  in  existence!  Included  is  a  list 
of  prices  realized.  Just  a  few  copies  re¬ 
main! 

Softbound  {BME-750)  Pub.  $25.00 

ONLY  $21.95 


ABE  KOSOFF  REMEMBERS 

By  Abe  Kosoff 

Reprint  of  this  old-time  dealer’s  reminis¬ 
cences.  Chock  full  of  anecdotes  and  sto¬ 
ries.  Fascinating  reading.  392  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound  (BKO-703)  Pub.  $19.95 

ONLY  $16.95 


UNITED  STATES  COPPER 
CENTS  1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 

Reprint  of  this  classic  work.  The  standard 
reference  book  on  die  varieties  of  copper 
cents  of  the  period.  312  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound  (BNE-798)  Pub.  $50.00 

ONLY  $41.95 


THE  COMPLETE  GUIDE  TO 
BARBER  QUARTERS 

By  David  Lawrence 

Background  information  concerning  1 892- 
1916  is  given,  then  a  page  is  devoted  to 
each  date  and  mintmark  variety,  with  rar¬ 
ity,  die  variety,  and  other  information  con¬ 
cerning  each.  101  pages,  illustrated  with 
detailed  drawings  and  photographs. 
Softbound  (BLA-100)  Pub.  $19.95 

ONLY  $16.95 


THE  EARLY  PAPER  MONEY 
OF  AMERICA 

By  Eric  P.  Newman 

A  magnificent,  fully  illustrated  “encyclo¬ 
pedia”  of  early  American  paper  money  by 
the  acknowledged  master  author  in  his 
field.  This  expanded  third  edition  includes 
many  newly  listed  issues,  more  historical 
background  information  than  before,  and 
a  greatly  increased  number  of  illustra¬ 
tions.  The  wealth  of  information  presented 
in  this  new  edition  is  staggering  and  like  its 
predecessors,  will  become  the  standard 
authority  for  all  collectors  of  early  Ameri¬ 
can  paper  money. 

Hardbound  (BNE-800)  Pub.  $49.95 

ONLY  $41.95 
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THE  EAGLE  THAT  IS 
FORGOTTEN 

By  Dr.  Joel  Orosz 

This  great  book,  with  a  preface  by  Eric  P. 
Newman,  tells  the  story  of  a  pioneer  Ameri¬ 
can  collector  who  formed  his  cabinet  dur¬ 
ing  the  1 8th  century  and  who  was  involved 
in  many  other  collecting  and  intellectual 
pursuits.  This  volume  which  will  shed  new 
light  on  the  early  days  of  coin  collecting  in 
America.  75  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound  (BOR-500)  Pub.  $9.95 

ONLY  $8.50 

Hardbound  (BOR-501)  Pub.  $19.95 

ONLY  $16.95 


MAKING  MONEY 

By  Ed  Rochette 

A  fascinating  book,  highly  enjoyable,  by 
one  of  American’s  best-known  numismatic 
writers.  In  this  volume,  Ed  Rochette  re¬ 
gales  the  reader  with  many  fascinating 
stories  of  counterfeiters,  issuers  of  phony 
numismatic  pieces,  impostors,  and  the  like. 
Definitely  worth  having — a  volume  you 
can  curl  up  and  spend  an  evening  reading! 
150  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound  (BRO-720)  Pub.  $9.95 

ONLY  $8.50 
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EARLY  HALF  DOLLAR  DIE 
VARIETIES  1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 

This  is  the  classic  guide  to  attributing  pieces 
in  this  series.  Photographs  of  die  varieties 
include  new  discovery  pieces  enlarged  two 
diameters.  New  sections  and  information 
include  data  on  Condition  Census,  picto¬ 
rial  grading,  design  types,  and  much  more. 
710  pages. 

Hardbound  (BOV-lOO)  Pub.  $59.95 

ONLY  $49.95 
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THE  OTHER  SIDE 
OF  THE  COIN 

By  Ed  Rochette  (Foreword  by  Ed  Reiter) 

A  delightful  compendium  of  short  stories 
associated  with  coining  and  minting  around 
the  world.  Fascinating  reading  about  coins 
of  the  American  West,  numismatic  person¬ 
alities,  paper  money,  organizations,  and 
other  timely  topics.  Entertaining  and  edu¬ 
cational — a  delightful  and,  in  the  field  of 
coin  books,  rare  combination.  200  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound  (BRO-719)  Pub.  $9.95 

ONLY  $8.50 
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BEST  BUYS  IN  RARE  COINS 

By  Donn  Pearlman 

The  author,  a  member  of  the  ANA  Board  of 
Governors,  CBS  radio  broadcasting  per¬ 
sonality,  and  long-time  numismatist,  gives 
many  observations  and  lots  of  advice  about 
buying  rare  coins,  all  spiced  here  and  there 
with  a  bit  of  humor.  The  book  is  filled  with 
fascinating  information  and  stories  about 
the  most  recommended  coin  and  currency 
items,  and  contains  a  large  reference  sec¬ 
tion  on  where  to  turn  for  more  specific 
information  and  specialized  hobby  groups. 
197  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound  (BPE-100)  Pub.  $8.95 

ONLY  $7.50 


PHOTOGRADE 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 

Match  your  coin  to  the  photograph  and, 
presto,  it’s  graded!  The  best-selling  grad¬ 
ing  guide  ever  published.  Designated  as  an 
official  grading  guide  by  the  ANA  in  1972. 
All  series  are  covered  from  half  cents 
through  double  eagles.  Also  contains  in¬ 
formation  concerning  cleaning  coins,  pre¬ 
serving  them,  how  to  recognize  Matte 
Proofs,  and  other  data.  Essential.  208  pages, 
illustrated. 

18th  Ed.,  Softbound  (BRU-414)  Pub.  $9.95 

ONLY  $8.50 


THE  PIONEER  WESTERN 
BANK— FIRST  OF  DENVER 
1860-1980 

By  Robert  S.  Pulcipher 

The  author  tells  the  story  of  one  of  the 
West’s  most  famous  banks.  It  contains  a 
wealth  of  information  concerning  early 
checks,  financial  documents,  banking  prac¬ 
tices,  etc. — including  information  about 
the  predecessor  to  the  bank,  and  the  well- 
known  gold  mining  firm  of  Clark,  Gruber  & 
Co.  (Illustrated  with  color  pictures  of  the 
people  involved  in  this  early  firm!)  220 
pages,  color  illustrated. 

Deluxe  Hardbound  (BPU-749)  Pub.  $39.95 

ONLY  $19.95 


U.S.  MINT  AND  COINAGE 

By  Don  Taxay 

Dave  Bowers  was  once  asked  to  name  the 
five  most  valuable  books  ever  produced  on 
the  subject  of  U.S.  coinage,  and  this  was 
one  of  them!  Discusses  in  detail  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  U.S.  Mint  from  the  earliest  days 
onward.  Lots  of  fascinating  “behind  the 
scenes”  information  is  provided.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  there  is  much  information  concern¬ 
ing  the  designs  of  later  issues  from  the  20th 
century — the  development  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  quarter,  the  new  silver  designs  of 
1916,  the  Buffalo  nickel,  and  others.  Over 
400  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound  (BTA-774)  Pub.  $35.00 

ONLY  $29.95 
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Numismatic  Books  For  Sale 

AT  SPECIAL  DISCOUNT  PRICES! 


THE  INVESTOR’S  GUIDE 
TO  COIN  TRADING 

By  Scott  A.  Travers 

This  is  a  volume  designed  expressly  for  the 
coin  investor.  The  author  deals  with  mar¬ 
ket  trends,  investment  portfolios, 
telemarketing,  grading  standards,  slabs  and 
encapsulation,  insider  information,  how 
to  buy  low  and  sell  high,  bullion  coins, 
coins  as  works  of  art,  auction  sales,  classi¬ 
cal  rarities,  commemoratives,  dealers  and 
financial  planners,  and  more.  230  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound  (BTR-701)  Pub.  $24.95 

ONLY  $20.95 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
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COMMEMORATIVE  COINS  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES: 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  impressive  volume  is  full  of  facts,  figures, 
and  interesting  information  about  commem¬ 
oratives  from  the  19th  century  through  1991. 
With  a  section  for  each  commemorative  issue, 
this  is  a  must  for  all  collectors.  768  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound  (BBM*308)  Pub.  $39.95 . 

ONLY  $33.95 

Quality  Hardbound  (BBM-308A)  Pub.  $49.95 

ONLY  $42.95 

Deluxe  Limited  Edition  (BBM-308B)  Pub.  $75 

ONLY  $67.50 


CHARLOTTE  MINT 
GOLD  COINS 

By  Douglas  Winter 

This  book  discusses  each  and  every  Char¬ 
lotte  Mint  gold  coin,  including  characteris¬ 
tics,  rarity,  and  numerous  other  factors.  A 
standard  reference  in  the  field.  Highly 
acclaimed.  140  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound  (BWI-812)  Pub.  $14.95 

ONLY  $12.95 

Hardbound  (BWI-813)  Pub.  $29.95 

ONLY  $24.95 
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THE  AMERICAN  NUMIS¬ 
MATIC  ASSOCIATION 
CENTENNIAL  HISTORY 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  work,  comprised  of  two  deluxe 
hardbound  volumes,  chronicles  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion  since  its  founding  in  1891,  with  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  the  pages  of  The  Numismatist 
from  its  inception  in  1888  to  the  present. 
In  a  year-by-year  study,  the  author  ana¬ 
lyzes  the  politics,  personalities,  and  trends 
that  shaped  the  country’s  premier  numis¬ 
matic  association.  1,768  pages,  illustrated. 
Deluxe  Hardbound  (BAN-710)  Pub.  $159 

ONLY  $139.00 


A  GUIDE  BOOK  OF 
UNITED  STATES  COINS 

By  Richard  S.  Yeoman 

The  1992  edition  of  the  best-selling  book 
ever  printed  on  the  subject  of  United  States 
numismatics.  Contains  listings  and  prices 
for  United  States  colonial,  regular,  com¬ 
memorative,  and  territorial  coins.  270 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound  (BYE-742)  Pub.  $9.95 

ONLY  $8.50 


THE  AMERICAN  NUMIS¬ 
MATIC  ASSOCIATION 
CENTENNIAL  ANTHOLOGY 

Edited  by  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  and  Michael  Hodder 
A  collection  of  articles  by  some  of  the  most 
respected  numismatists  of  our  time.  Pro¬ 
duced  as  a  companion  to  the  ANA  History, 
this  volume  includes  ground-breaking  stud¬ 
ies  by  John  W.  Adams,  Q.  David  Bowers, 
Walter  Breen,  Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  Carl 
W.A.  Carlson,  Mrs.  Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli, 
John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  Michael  Hodder,  Robert 
W.  Julian,  Eric  P.  Newman,  and  Andrew 
W.  Pollock  III.  372  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound  (BAN-711)  Pub.  $65 

ONLY  $59.00 
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A  CATALOGUE  OF  MODERN 
WORLD  COINS,  1850-1964 

By  Richard  S.  Yeoman  (Revised  and  edited  by 
Arthur  and  Ira  Friedberg) 

Published  by  Whitman.  Contains  a  wealth 
of  information  for  the  collector  interested 
in  world  coins.  Over  500  pages,  profusely 
illustrated. 

Softbound  (BYE-940)  Pub.  $9.95 

ONLY  $8.50 


THE  ERROR  COIN 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 

By  Arnold  Margolis 

The  author,  one  of  the  best-known  experts 
in  the  field  of  error  coins,  discusses  every¬ 
thing  to  do  with  minting  and  mint  errors — 
including  the  minting  process,  how  coins 
are  struck,  how  mint  errors  are  produced, 
different  types  of  mint  errors,  etc.  All  in  all, 
this  is  truly  worthy  of  the  name  “Encyclo¬ 
pedia.”  Every  collector  should  have  one. 
370  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound  (BMA-760)  Pub.  $21.95 

ONLY  $18.95 
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Miscellaneous  Items  For  Sale 

AT  SPECIAL  DISCOUNT  PRICES! 


NUMISMATIC  POSTERS 


VIRGIL  BRAND  POSTER 

This  large  and  colorful  poster  is  printed  on 
museum  quality  stock  and  features  gems 
from  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection,  which 
was  sold  by  Bowers  and  Merena  in  1983 
and  1984.  Ideal  for  framing  and  display! 
This  poster  measures  21  inches  wide  x  32 
inches  high.  Dress  up  your  office! 

(Stock  No.  BBM-131)  $10.00 

ONLY  $8.50 
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OTHER  BOOKS  BY  Q.  DAVID  BOWERS 


THE  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF 
AUTOMATIC  MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS 

The  standard  reference  on  coin-in-the-slot, 
old-time  nickelodeon  pianos  with  art  glass 
fronts,  music  boxes,  calliopes,  player  pi¬ 
anos,  musical  gambling  machines, 
orchestrions,  and  circus  organs.  Over 
15,000  copies  sold!  The  American  Library 
Association  called  it  “one  of  the  best  refer¬ 
ence  books  of  the  year.”  1,008  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound  (BBM-801)  $49.00. 

ONLY  $40.95 


NORWEB  COLLECTION 
POSTER 

Very  popular!  This  beautiful,  full-color, 
art-style  poster  is  printed  on  museum- 
quality  paper.  Illustrated  are  some  of 
America’s  most  famous  rarities  from  the 
Norweb  Collection — coins  which  set  world 
record  after  world  record  when  Bowers 
and  Merena  auctioned  them  in  1987  and 
1988.  This  poster  is  perfect  for  framing, 
and  makes  an  excellent  gift  for  anyone, 
numismatist  or  not!  Measures  21  x  34 
inches. 

(Stock  No.  BBM-132)  $10.00 

ONLY  $8.50 


THE  MOXIE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 

If  you  enjoy  history,  nostalgia,  and  old- 
time  photos  of  soda  parlors,  carnivals,  and 
fairs — if  you  are  a  student  of  brilliant  ad¬ 
vertising  from  years  gone  by — if  you  want 
to  read  one  of  the  greatest  success  stories 
in  business — then  this  book,  about  a  soft 
drink  that  once  outsold  Coca-Cola,  is  a 
must.  For  the  numismatist,  there  is  a  page 
describing  a  token  issued  by  Moxie!  The 
book  will  provide  several  evenings  of  de¬ 
lightful  reading!  760  pages,  softbound. 
Second  printing! 

Softbound  (BBM-809)  $19.95. 

ONLY  $16.95 
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KING  OF  SIAM  1804 
SILVER  DOLLAR  POSTER 

Featured  on  this  poster — in  all  its  lovely 
full  color  glory — is  the  Gem  Proof  1804 
silver  dollar  once  owned  by  the  King  of 
Siam,  the  finest  known  specimen  of  the 
“King  of  American  Coins.”  The  coin  was 
offered  in  the  King  of  Siam  Sale  by  Bowers 
and  Merena  in  October  1987.  It  measures 
21  inches  wide  by  32  inches  high  and  is  an 
ideal  companion  to  the  posters  just  listed. 
Absolutely  gorgeous  and  extremely  popu¬ 
lar! 

(Stock  No.  BBM-133)  $10.00 

ONLY  $8.50 


NICKELODEON  THEATRES 
AND  THEIR  MUSIC 

This  book  tells  all  about  the  ornately  fronted 
theatres  of  the  1900-1915  years,  plus  hun¬ 
dreds  of  illustrations  of  early  film  stars, 
theatres,  and  so  on.  “His  finest  work  to 
date;  will  be  enjoyed  by  everyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  films  and  film  history,”  noted  the 
Vestal  Press.  A  great  book  which  you’ll 
enjoy  reading  if  you  are  interested  in  Ameri¬ 
can  history  and  nostalgia!  212  pages. 
Softbound  (BBM-821)  $19.95 

ONLY  $16.95 

Deluxe  hardbound  (BBM-822)  $24.95 

ONLY  $20.95 
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1793  CHAIN  AMERI. 

CENT  POSTER 

This  museum  quality  full-color  art  poster 
depicts  the  superb  Uncirculated  Chain 
AMERI.  purchased  by  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  earlier  sold  by  Stack’s  as  part  of 
the  Herman  Halpern  Collection.  Both  the 
obverse  and  reverse  of  this  classic  piece  are 
shown  in  detailed,  enlarged  color  photo¬ 
graphs.  Perfect  for  the  cent  enthusiast! 
Each  poster  measures  21  x  32  inches  and  is 
printed  on  museum-quality  stock. 

(Stock  No.  BBM-134)  $10.00 

ONLY  $8.50 
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THE  POSTCARDS  OF 
ALPHONSE  MUCHA 

By  Q.  David  Bowers  and  Mary  L.  Martin 
This  volume  covers  the  picture  post  cards 
produced  by  Alphonse  Mucha,  acknowl¬ 
edged  master  of  art  nouveau.  Each  post 
card  illustrated  is  worthy  of  an  art  gallery! 
A  very  popular  book  which  has  been  ac¬ 
claimed  in  the  world  of  art,  antiques,  and 
old-time  post  cards.  Profusely  illustrated, 
120  pages. 

Softbound  (BBM-850)  $10.00 

ONLY  $8.50 
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Auction  Catalo^^ues  For  Hale 

AT  SPECIAL  DISCOUNT  PRICES! 


The  following  out-of-print  auction  catalogues  were 
issued  by  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  and  its 
successor,  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 
Each  catalogue  includes  a  list  of  prices  realized. 

GARRETT  COLLECTION  AUCTION  CATALOGUES 
(1979-1981)  (Stock  No.  BBM-501)  $69.00.  A  complete 
set  of  four  softbound  auction  catalogues  catalogued  by  Q. 
David  Bowers  during  1979-1981  for  The  Johns  Hopkins 
University.  Features  the  1804  silver  dollar,  three  Brasher 
doubloons  (one  of  which  brought  $725,000),  colonial  coins, 
U.S.  regular  issues,  and  other  items — which  crossed  the 
auction  block  for  $25  million,  the  most  valuable  coin  collec¬ 
tion  ever  to  be  sold.  A  classic! 

CONNECTICUT  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  AND  M. 
VERNON  SHELDON  COLLECTIONS  (1983)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-515)  $8.00.  Catalogued  by  Bowers  and  Merena  (as  are 
all  catalogues  to  follow),  in  1983.  Two  fantastic  old-time 
collections. 

GEORGE  D.  HATIE  COLLECTION  (1983)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-518)  $8.00.  Auction  catalogue  featuring  the  superb 
collection  of  George  Hatie,  past  president  of  the  ANA. 

MARCUS  J.  BROWN  ESTATE  COLLECTION  (1983) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-521)  $8.00.  A  large  offering  of  U.S.  coins 
in  various  categories,  plus  other  specialties.  Done  in  the 
famous  Grand  Format™  style. 

VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  I  (1983)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-525)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-526)  $25.00.  Part  I  of  this  legendary  collection, 
featuring  many  rarities.  A  classic  sale! 

VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  II  (1984)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-541)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-542)  $25.00.  Part  II  of  this  fabulous  collection, 
includes  many  rarities,  especially  in  the  gold  series.  Classic! 

THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  ARTHUR  SIPE  AND  EVERETT 
W.  NESS  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-531)  $8.00.  The 

collection  of  Arthur  Sipe,  past  president  of  the  ANA,  and  the 
Everett  W.  Ness  holdings. 

THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  RUDY  SIECK  &  ROY  HARTE 
(1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-535)  $8.00.  Still  another 
important  catalogue  containing  silver  coins  to  copper  to  gold 
and  much  more! 

THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  ADMIRAL  OSCAR  H.  DODSON 
AND  RICHARD  L.  COLLIER  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
545)  $8.00.  Packed  with  rarities  from  the  collection  of 
Admiral  Oscar  Dodson  and  the  James  Ruddy  collection  of 
encased  postage  stamps. 

THE  EMERY-NICHOLS  COLLECTION  (1984)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-550)  $8.00.  Coins  from  the  Emery  and  Nichols 
collections,  which  had  been  hidden  away  in  a  bank  vault  for 
decades.  Very  important  sale! 

THE  LEE  F.  HEWITT  COLLECTION  (1984)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-551)  $8.00.  Coins  from  the  collection  of  Lee  F.  Hewitt, 
formerly  publisher  of  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine. 
Features  U.S.  coins,  patterns,  and  paper  money. 

THE  MILTON  G.  COHEN  COLLECTION  (1985)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-553)  $8.00.  Features  United  States  and  world 
coins,  patterns,  and  paper  money  from  a  variety  of  consignors. 


THE  HOKE  S.  GREENE  COLLECTION  (1985)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-558)  $8.00.  Features  a  1796  quarter  dollar,  many 
rare  issues — even  an  original  1861  Confederate  cent! 

RARE  COINS  FROM  THE  ABE  KOSOFF  ESTATE  (1985) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-560)  $8.00.  A  large,  280-page  catalogue 
of  U.S.  coins,  tokens,  medals,  paper  money,  foreign  coins,  and 
ancient  coins  from  the  estate  of  one  of  America’s  most 
respected  dealers,  Abe  Kosoff.  A  treasure  trove  of  rarities. 

HAWAIIAN  CONSIGNMENT  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-  ' 
562)  $6.00.  A  slim  catalogue  offering  137  specimens  of  the 
1928  Hawaiian  commemorative  half  dollar,  consigned  by  the 
Bank  of  Hawaii. 

THE  EZRA  COLE  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-564)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
565)  $25.00.  A  large,  296-page  catalogue  offering  U.S. 
coins,  tokens,  encased  postage  stamps,  colonials,  paper  money, 
and  ancient  coins. 

THE  STUART  C.  LEVINE,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1986) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-569)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock 
No.  BBM-570)  $25.00.  A  large,  184-page  reference  offering 
a  collection  of  U.S.  half  dimes,  plus  gold  coins,  commemora- 
tives,  silver  dollars,  and  more. 

THE  COLLECTION  OF  JULIAN  LEIDMAN  (1986) 

Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-572)  $25.00. 

Containing  the  collections  of  Julian  Leidman  and  others,  and 
held  with  Presidential  Coin  and  Antique  Company,  Inc.,  this 
catalogue  features  Hard  Times  and  Civil  War  tokens,  so-called 
dollars,  and  other  Americana.  80  pages. 

THE  COLLECTION  OF  DAVID  W.  DREYFUSS  (1986) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-573)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock 
No.  BBM-574)  $25.00.  Conducted  with  the  Presidential 
Coin  and  Antique  Company,  this  176-page  catalogue  offers  the 
greatest  collection  ever  of  inaugural  medals.  Assay  Commis¬ 
sion  medals,  Indian  Peace  medals,  etc. 

THE  HARRY  EINSTEIN  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-575)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-576)  $25.00.  A  superb  offering  of  the  gold  coins  of 
Harry  Einstein,  the  popular  radio  personality.  Features  an 
1879  $4  Stella,  early  gold,  and  an  1804  silver  dollar. 

THE  PRINCETON  COLLECTION  AND  THE  DR. 

CHARLES  W.  INGLE  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-577)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
578)  $25.00.  A  varied  sale,  emphasizing  early  American 
coins — with  a  specialized  listing  of  Vermont  coppers. 

THE  BARON  VON  STETTEN-BUCHENBACH  &  THE 
HARVEY  E.  SMITH  COLLECTIONS  (1986)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-579)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.BBM- 
580)  $25.00.  A  marvelous  catalogue,  288  pages,  containing 
a  huge  collection  of  world  coins,  and  an  impressive  collection 
of  U.S.  coins. 

THE  WESTCHESTER  COLLECTION  (1987)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-581)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
582)  $25.00.  A  varied  sale  consisting  primarily  of  U.S.  coins. 
216  pages.  Included  are  many  important  gold  issues,  a  1794 
silver  dollar,  and  more. 

THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  DENVER  COLLEC¬ 
TION  (1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM-585)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-586)  $25.00.  An  interesting 
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sale  from  the  reference  collection  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Denver,  Colorado,  containing  many  U.S.  issues,  with  some 
early  American  pieces  and  currency. 

THE  BEBEE  COLLECTION— 1987  ANA  CONVENTION 
SALE  (1987)  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-588) 
$25.00.  A  320-page  catalogue  offering  the  collection  of 
Aubrey  and  Adeline  Bebee.  Includes  several  1794  silver 
dollars,  as  well  as  other  U.S.  and  world  coins. 

THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  I.  (1987)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-589)  $15.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-590)  $50.00.  This  400-plus  page  catalogue  describes 
Part  I  of  the  fabulous  Norweb  Collection.  A  treasure  trove  of 
numismatic  information,  and  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
rarity-laden  catalogues  ever.  A  classic! 

THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  II  (1988)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-599)  $15.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-600)  $50.00.  A  fabulous  catalogue,  companion  to  Part 
I.  A  big  296  pages  in  length.  Many  different  U.S.  coins;  silver, 
gold,  and  colonials.  An  American  classic! 

THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  III  (1988)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-605)  $15.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-606)  $50.00.  Another  fabulous  Norweb  Collection 
catalogue.  Offered  are  colonials,  half  dollars,  silver  dollars, 

$20  pieces,  and  more. 

THE  KING  OF  SIAM  SALE  (1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
591)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-592) 
$25.00.  This  slim  catalogue  contains  just  a  few  hundred  lots, 
but  what  lots  they  are!  Included  is  the  1834  King  of  Siam 
Proof  set,  containing  a  Gem  Proof  1804  silver  dollar. 

THE  EBENEZER  MILTON  SAUNDERS  COLLECTION 
(1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM-593)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-594)  $25.00.  A  great  catalogue  with 
many  desirable  U.S.  coins  from  colonials  to  gold. 

THE  LLOYD  M.  HIGGINS,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1988) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-595)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock 
No.  BBM-596)  $25.00.  A  fascinating  catalogue  with 
important  large  cents,  a  Gem  Proof  1879  $4,  early  gold,  rare 
U.S.  patterns,  and  Washington  pieces. 

THE  GUIA  COLLECTION  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-597) 
$10.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-598) 

$25.00.  A  fabulous  catalogue  describing  what  is  believed  to 
be  the  most  valuable  collection  of  world  gold  coins  ever.  A 
classic! 

THE  EVERSON  AND  FAUGHT  COLLECTIONS  (1988) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-601)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock 
No.  BBM-602)  $25.00.  This  sale  offered  a  wide  variety  of 
U.S.  coins,  including  patterns.  Proofs,  a  $47.71  Kohler  ingot; 
paper  money,  etc.  A  comprehensive  sale. 

THE  ESTATES  OF  PHILIP  M.  MANN,  JR.  &  GLENN 
SMEDLEY  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-603)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-604)  $25.00.  This  sale 
offered  two  extremely  important  collections  of  rare  U.S. 
patterns,  commemoratives,  gold  coins,  and  other  numismatic 
specialties. 

THE  DAVID  SILBERMAN  COLLECTION  (1988)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-607)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-608)  $25.00.  An  important  offering  of  Proof  coins, 
rare  gold,  large  cents,  etc. 


THE  ESTATE  OF  BYRON  F.  JOHNSON,  JR.  (1989) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-609)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock 
No.  BBM-610)  $25.00.  Features  many  important  U.S. 
rarities,  world  coins,  and  more.  324  pages. 

FOUR  LANDMARK  COLLECTIONS  (1989)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-611)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM- 

612)  $25.00.  Massive — that’s  the  only  way  to  describe  this 
480  page  catalogue,  one  of  largest  ever  issued.  Offered  are 
U.S.  rarities.  Hard  Times  tokens.  Civil  War  tokens  and  store 
cards,  world  coins,  and  much  more! 

THE  BROOKS  COLLECTION  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 

613)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-614) 
List:  $25.00.  This  important  catalogue  offers  a  wonder^l 
selection  of  early  U.S.  gold  coins,  1794-1803  silver  dollars, 
and  much  more. 

THE  COLLECTION  OF  DR.  NELSON  PAGE  ASPEN— 
THE  1989  ANA  CONVENTION  SALE  (1989)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-615)  $10.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
616)  $25.00.  The  collection  of  Dr.  Aspen  features  a  veritable 
smorgasbord  of  U.S.  and  world  rarities.  A  huge  392  pages. 

THE  KISSEL  AND  VICTORIA  COLLECTIONS  (1989) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-617)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock 
No.  BBM-618)  $25.00.  One  of  the  most  significent  offerings 
of  Canadian  coins  ever,  the  Victoria  Collection  features  two 
examples  of  the  1921  half  dollar.  A  wide  selection  of  U.S. 
coins  rounds  out  this  280-page  catalogue. 

THE  SACCONE  COLLECTION  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
619)  $8.00;  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-620) 
$25.00  This  336-catalogue  features  one  of  the  most  varied 
offerings  of  American  coins  ever,  everything  from  New  Jersey 
coppers  to  a  High  Relief  MCMVII  double  eagle. 

THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  R.H.  GORE,  JR.  AND  DENNIS 
IRVING  LONG  (1990)  (Stock  No.  BBM-621)  $8.00. 
Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-622)  $49.00  Not  one 

but  two  important  collections  highlight  this  sale,  which 
features  gems  from  the  Norweb,  Garrett,  and  Eliasberg 
collections.  Rarities  include  an  1794  silver  dollar,  numerous 
$3  gold  pieces,  and  a  breathtaking  $50  Panama-Pacific  slug. 

SELECTIONS  FROM  THE  BOYD,  BRAND  &  RYDER 
COLLECTIONS  (1990)  (Stock  No.  BBM-623)  $8.00. 
Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-624)  $49.00  An 

immense  424-page  volume  offering  superb  U.S.  coins.  Hard 
Times  tokens,  colonials,  paper  money,  and  Canadian  coins. 

THE  SUSSEX  COLLECTION  (1990)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
625)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-626) 
$49.00.  Features  superb  coins  from  an  old-time  holding. 

Many  coins  and  notes  are  new  to  the  present  generation  of 
collectors. 

THE  ROBERT  W.  RUSBAR  COLLECTION  (1990)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-627)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-628)  $49.00.  A  diverse  sale  with  important  pieces  to 
be  found  in  virtually  all  series,  including  U.S.,  Canadian,  and 
World  Coins.  Includes  a  1850  Proof  quarter  eagle— the  only 
one  believed  to  be  in  collectors'  hands! 

THE  GREENWICH  COLLECTION  (1991)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-631)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
632)  $49.00.  A  strong  sale  which  features  an  old-time 
cabinet  of  U.S.  gold  pieces  from  1790  on,  including  many 
unpublicized  rarities. 
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UNITED  STATES  NUMIS¬ 
MATIC  LITERATURE, 
VOLUME  I,  19TH-CENTURY 
AUCTION  CATALOGUES 

By  John  W.  Adams 

As  this  book  is  out  of  print,  less  than  30 
copies  remain.  In  one  of  the  most  impres¬ 
sive  reference  books  of  all  time,  the  author 
has  studied  19th-century  dealers  in  detail, 
described  their  lives,  and  listed  their  auc¬ 
tion  catalogues.  Such  well-known  names 
as  Edward  Cogan,  W.  E.  Woodward,  and 
Charles  Steigerwalt,  among  others,  come 
to  life.  271  pages,  illustrated. 

Deluxe  Hardbound  (BAD-721)  Pub.  $125 

ONLY  $106.50 


PIONEER  GOLD: 

AUCTION  ANALYSIS 

By  Jerry  Kimmell 

Fewer  than  200  copies  of  this  valuable 
study  have  been  printed.  For  the  collector 
or  researcher  in  the  field  of  territorial  gold 
coins — including  California,  Colorado, 
Oregon,  Utah,  Georgia,  and  North  Caro¬ 
lina  issues — this  study  forms  a  very  valu¬ 
able  key  to  prices  over  the  years  and  the 
number  of  times  a  given  variety  has  crossed 
the  auction  block.  Highly  recommended!' 
138  pages,  coins  illustrated  in  color  on 
cover. 

Spiral  bound  (BKI-750)  Pub.  $39.95 

ONLY  $33.95 


UNITED  STATES  NUMIS¬ 
MATIC  LITERATURE, 
VOLUME  II,  20TH-CENTURY 
AUCTION  CATALOGUES 

By  John  W.  Adams 

Covers  the  first  half  of  the  20th  century, 
through  the  year  1950:  biographies,  com¬ 
mentaries,  and  evaluations  of  individuals 
and  their  catalogues.  Covered  are  such 
dealers  as  controversial  Thomas  Elder, 
showman  B.  Max  Mehl,  scholar  Wayte 
Raymond,  and  others,  including  Stack’s, 
and  New  Netherlands.  419  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Deluxe  Hardbound  (BAD-722)  Pub.  $135 

ONLY  $112.50 


1HE  COMPLETE 
OUDETO 


BARBS 

DIMES 


B)r  OondUrwram 


THE  COMPLETE  GUIDE 
TO  BARBER  DIMES 

By  David  Lawrence 

A  detailed  analysis  of  all  issues  from  1892 
to  1916,  with  a  page  or  more  given  to  each 
date  and  mintmark.  A  great  guide  for  any¬ 
one  interested  in  the  series.  Pricing,  rarity, 
grading  —  it’s  all  here! 

Softbound  (BLA-101)  Pub.  $23.95 

ONLY  $20.95 


HOW  TO  GRADE 
U.S.  COINS 

By  James  L.  Halperin 

The  author  has  studied  in  detail 
Uncirculated  and  Proof  coins,  particularly 
Morgan  silver  dollars,  but  other  popular 
design  types  as  well,  and  in  this  extensively 
illustrated  volume  gives  pointers  on  how 
to  differentiate  various  grades.  Between 
the  two  covers  you’ll  find  much  useful 
information.  167  pages,  extensively  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound  (BHA-700)  Pub.  $14.95 

ONLY  $12.95 


THE  ROMANCE  OF 
COIN  COLLECTING 

By  Edward  C.  Rochette 

The  author,  president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  and  one  of  the 
most  popular  coin  writers  of  all  times,  has 
written  several  dozen  fascinating  stories 
about  the  background  of  certain  coins, 
tokens,  medals,  and  paper  money  issues. 
Here  is  a  thoroughly  delightful  book  that 
will  furnish  a  weekend  of  good  reading — 
pure  numismatic  entertainment!  1 84  pages, 
extensively  illustrated. 

Softbound  (BRO-721)  Pub.  $12.95 

ONLY  $10.95 


TIm;1787  “New  York" 

Immunis  Columbia: 

A  .'U^’Klery 

Re-ravelled 

1  THE  1787  “NEW  YORK” 
IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA: 

A  MYSTERY  RE-RAVELLED 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder 

Reprint  from  The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  of 
a  controversial  study  of  one  of  the  least 
understood,  but  most  important  aspects 
of  colonial  American  numismatics.  This 
i  in-depth,  highly  technical  analysis  of  some 

state  coppers  from  the  period  1787-1788 
!  undermines  all  the  attributions  of  such 

'  coins  to  James  F.  Atlee  made  by  a  number 

:  of  previous  authors.  37  pages,  illustrated. 

THE  UNITED  SMTES 

NkM 

Five-Cent 

bi)  Mirhuet  J.  lloilder 

Rece  ^ 

ACATE-BY-OATF. 

mmsis  mo  mrtm 

!  Reprinted  sheets  (BHO-747)  Pub.  $10 

^  ONLY  $8.50 

By  MkSuk!  Wfsci’ti 

THE  UNITED  STATES 
NICKEL  FIVE-CENT  PIECE: 

A  DATE-BY-DATE  ANALY¬ 
SIS  AND  HISTORY 

By  Michael  Wescott 

The  first  full-length  study  of  the  nickel  five- 
cent  piece  1866-1991  ever  published. 
Walter  Breen,  the  noted  authority  on  U.S. 
coins,  writes  in  the  introduction,  “Michael 
Wescott  taught  me  facts  about  nickels  I 
hadn’t  known  even  after  30  years  of  study¬ 
ing  this  series.”  The  author  is  founder  of 
the  American  Nickel  Collectors  Associa¬ 
tion  (ANCA).  Illustrated,  with  enlarged 
photographs.  192  pages. 

Softbound  (BWE-705)  Pub.  $14.95 

ONLY  $12.95 


Page  70 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  86 


Numismatic  Books  For  Sale 

AT  SPECIAL  DISCOUNT  PRICES! 


THE  COMPREHENSIVE 
U.S.  SILVER  DOLLAR 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 

By  John  W.  Highfill 

Containing  as  it  does  so  many  contribu¬ 
tions  from  so  many  different  authors,  this 
book  will  be  an  excellent  source  for  infor¬ 
mation  for  anyone  interested  in  silver  dol¬ 
lars,  particularly  those  of  the  Morgan  and 
Peace  types. 

Hardbound  (BHI-127)  Pub.  $100.00 

ONLY  $85.00 


John  W.  High/Ul 


THE  OFFICIAL  IDENTIFI¬ 
CATION  AND  PRICE  GUIDE 
TO  MINTING  VARIETIES 
AND  ERRORS 

By  Alan  Herbert 

This  guide  (currently  in  its  fifth  edition) 
answers  many  questions  regarding  die  va¬ 
rieties  and  errors,  including  how  they  were 
produced,  why  they  occurred,  how  to  tell 
if  they  are  genuine,  and  how  to  estimate 
scarcity  and  rarity.  With  over  250  photo¬ 
graphs,  this  book  will  aid  you  in  the  search 
for  unusual  coins  that  make  a  difference  in 
a  serious  collection.  390  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound  (BHE-770)  Pub.  $12.95 

ONLY  $10.95 


A  BASIC  GUIDE 
TO  UNITED  STATES 
COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  action  guide  to  commemorative  coins 
with  complete  and  concise  information 
regarding  all  silver  and  gold  issues,  from 
the  1848  CAL  quarter  eagle  to  the  modem 
1991  issues.  An  essential  quick  reference 
guide  for  the  beginning  and  advanced 
commemorative  collector.  165  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound  (BBR-309)  Pub.  $9.95 

ONLY  $8.50 


The  Comprehensive  EncyclopedU 
of 

United  States 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
QUARTERS 

ai  if 


By  Larry  Briggs 


LIBERTY  SEATED 
QUARTERS 

By  Larry  Briggs 

The  author  gives  all  the  facts  concerning 
Liberty  Seated  quarters  from  the  first  issue 
in  1838  to  the  last  in  1891.  Characteristics 
of  striking,  details  of  die  varieties,  rarity  in 
various  grades,  collecting  hints,  and  more — 
this  book  has  it  all.  265  large-size  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound  (BBR-800)  Pub.  $39.95 

ONLY  $34.95 


The  Early 
Quarter^P^lars 
United  States 

1796-1838 


— - By  AW  Browning- - 

Completely  Updated  by  Waller  Breen 


THE  EARLY  QUARTER 
DOLLARS  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES  1796-1838 

By  A  W.  Browning 

This  reprint  of  the  definitive  book  in  the 
series  has  been  updated  and  revised  by 
Walter  Breen  and  Michael  Hodder.  Inten¬ 
sive  information  is  offered  about  die  vari¬ 
eties,  attributions,  and  auction  records.  A 
must  for  the  quarter  dollar  specialist.  We 
expect  shipment  in  April. 

Softbound  (BBR-811)  Pub.  $19.95 

ONLY  $16.95 

Hardbound  (BBR-812)  Pub.  $29.95 

ONLY  $24.95 


Silver  Dollars 

—  and  Trade  Doliars  0/  the  — 

United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


SILVER  DOLLARS  AND  TRADE 
DOLLARS  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES:  A  COMPLETE 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  offers  basic  data,  mintages,  rar¬ 
ity,  grading  information,  buying  tips,  and 
market  and  price  data.  Become  an  “instant 
expert.”  Now  at  low  pre-publication  prices. 
Softbound  (BBM-203)  Pub.  $39.95 

ONLY  $29.95 

Hardbound  (BBM-204)  Pub.  $49.95 

ONLY  $39.95 

Dlx.  Lim.  Edition  (900)  (BBM-205)  $85.00 

ONLY  $69.95 


TOKENS  AND  MEDALS;  A 
GUIDE  TO  THE  IDENTIFICA¬ 
TION  AND  VALUES  OF 
UNITED  STATES  EXONUMIA 

By  Stephen  P.  Alpert  and  Lawrence  E.  Elman 
A  comprehensive  guide  to  various  types  of 
tokens  and  medals.  Includes  a  bibliogra¬ 
phy,  suggestions  on  how  to  get  started,  etc. 
An  excellent  basic  work,  just  published  in 
its  first  edition.  300  pages,  extensively 
illustrated. 

Softbound  (BAL-109)  Pub.  $19.95 

ONLY  $16.95 


NUMISMATA  TYPOGRAPHICA 

By  William  Blades 

Limited  edition  (just  300  copies)  of  this 
1883  work  about  the  medallic  history  of 
printing,  perhaps  one  of  the  most  esoteric 
specialties  in  numismatics.  With  a  new 
forward  by  Henry  Morris,  this  1991  reprint 
offers  185  pages,  24  full  pages  of  illustra¬ 
tions,  quality  hardbound,  on  good  quality 
paper.  We  know  there  are  quite  a  few 
collectors  of  printing-related  medals,  be¬ 
cause  whenever  an  original  of  this  work 
comes  up  for  sale  there  is  spirited  bidding 
for  it.  The  editorial  material  is  quite  inter¬ 
esting  and  guarantees  the  buyer  at  least  an 
enjoyable  evening. 

Hardbound  (BBL-853) 

ONLY  $40.00 
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An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your 
convenience.  Enclose  your  remittance  or 
use  MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Ex¬ 
press  (send  all  the  information  in  raised 
print  on  your  card,  the  name  of  the  issuing  bank, 
and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate 
choices  if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your 
first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier).  If  you  are  order¬ 
ing  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for  your 
second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same 
design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value 
if  your  first  choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $3 
postage  and  handling  for  all  orders  under  $300. 
Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either  through  our 
private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone 
Monday  through  Friday  9:00  a.m.  to  noon 
and  1:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct 
Sales  Department — TOLL-FREE — at  800- 
222-5993.  New  Hampshire  residents  use  our  regu¬ 
lar  line  603-569-5095. 

GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory 
for  any  reason,  including  grading,  may  be 
returned  within  30  days  of  receipt  (coins 
certified  by  ANA,  Hallmark,  PCGS,  and 
NGC  have  a  return  privilege  of  seven  [7]  days). 
Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer-to-dealer  transac¬ 
tions,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated. 
Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by  grading 
services  must  be  returned  untampered  with  and  in 
the  same  sealed  holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be 
effective.  Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that 
represents  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the 
state  of  preservation  of  a  particular  item.  All  such 
terms,  including  adjectival  and  numerical  descrip¬ 
tions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion  of 
the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  war¬ 
ranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with 
respect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions 
which  can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the 
interpretation  of  various  published  standards  has 
changed  over  a  period  of  time.  However,  it  has  been 
our  experience  (dating  to  1953)  that  our  conserva¬ 
tive  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have  pleased 
countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numisma¬ 
tists.  In  the  process  we  have  built  what  is  probably 
the  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the 
world  today.  All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic 
(any  coin  proved  to  be  otherwise  will  be  accepted 
for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or  a  replacement,  at 
our  option,  without  further  liability). 

As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee, 
implicit  or  expressed,  is  made  concerning 
the  investment  performance  or  quality  of 
any  coin  or  its  price  in  the  future.  Market 
prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand.  More¬ 
over,  grading  interpretations  may  change  over  a 


period  of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as 
well  as  up. 


BAU  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in 
New  Hampshire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under 
Carroll  County  and  New  Hampshire  State 
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All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We 
maintain  no  over-the-counter  facilities. 
We  do  attend  certain  national  and  re¬ 
gional  conventions  and  are  pleased  to 
meet  our  clients  in  person  there.  We  are  as  close  as 
your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries 
on  any  numismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 


BThis  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous 
prices  and  special  offers.  While  we  have 
made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographical 
errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  any 
errors  which  may  occur. 
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At  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  em¬ 
ploy  our  interpretation  of  the  Photograde 
and  ANA  systems.  While  we  endeavor  to 
be  conservative  in  the  matter  of  grading, 
you  are  in  any  event  protected  by  our  30-day 
money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction.  We  have 
been  pleasing  customers  for  many  years! 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff 
members  are  members  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  (life  members),  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading 
organizations.  Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president 
of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979 
and  president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion  1983-1985.  Others  staff  members  have  like¬ 
wise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and 
profession  for  many  years. 


Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if 
credit  has  been  previously  established. 
Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid 
accounts  at  the  rate  of  1  Vi%  per  month 
(18%  per  annum)  after  30  days.  Layaways  are 
available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 
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Chairman  of  the  Board 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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Raymond  N.  Merena 

Direct  Sales  Department 

Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist; 

Gail  Watson,  Numismatic  Associate 

Auction  Department 

Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.D.,  Director;  Andrew  W. 

Pollock,  III,  Professional  Numismatist;  Frank  Van 

Valen,  Professional  Numismatist;  Barbara 

Southard,  Chris  Karstedt,  Program  Manager, 

Kingswood  Galleries;  Lisa  Simons 

Research  Department 

Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist;  Q.  David 

Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena,  Andrew  W. 

Pollock,  III,  Professional  Numismatist;  Frank  Van 
Valen,  Professional  Numismatist;  Beth  O.  Piper 
Graphics  Department 
Lee  Blythe  Lilljedahl,  Manager;  William  Winter, 
Art  Director;  Jennifer  Rose;  Jennifer  Meers; 
Roberta  French;  Linda  A.  Heilig;  Cathy  Dumont, 
Manager,  Photography  Department 
Administration 

John  Babalis,  Operations  Manager;  Cynthia 
Lassiter,  Karla  Welch,  Denise  C.  Widell,  Peggy 
Comeau,  Elaine  L.  Dionne,  Pat  Dumas,  Susan 
Novak,  Jane  Foran 

Publications  Department 

Doug  Plasencia,  Manager;  Mary  Tocci 

Accounting  Department 

Donald  H.  Snyder,  C.P.A.,  Controller;  Laurel  A. 
Morrill;  Dottie  Hill 

Computer  Department 

Ann  Clark 

Editor,  Rare  Coin  Review 

Q.  David  Bowers 

BA  twelve  month  subscription  to  the  Rare 
Coin  Review,  plus  all  Special  Coin  Letter 
issues  produced  during  that  period,  PLUS 
a  year  of  Kingswood  mail  bid  sale  cata¬ 
logues,  PLUS  all  auction  catalogues  produced  by 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  during  that 
period  (with  prices  realized  after  each  sale).  A 
value  of  over  $200  if  ordered  separately! 
Subscription  1  . $79.00 


For  Iiistaiit  Semce  Call 

1-800-222-5993 

(Orders  only,  please) 

IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE:  24-HR  FAX  NUMBER: 

(603)  569-5095  (603)  569-5319 
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Rare  Coin  Review  No.  86 


COINS 


Quantity 

Denom. 

Date  and  Mintmark 

Grade 

Price 

(Use  additictnal  sheet  if  necessary) 

Toted  coin  order 

BOOKS 


Quantity 

Stock  No. 

Title  &  Author 

Price 

Your  coins  will  be  sent  by  insured  or  registered  first  class  mail;  books  and 
supplies  under  separate  cover  by  special  book  rate.  Use  the  enclosed  return 
envelope,  or  send  to:  Bowers  and  Merena,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

Toted  book  order 

ORDER  BY  TELEPHONE:  ♦ 


TOLL-FREE: 

(800)  222-5993, 

In  nh  (Collect): 

(603)  569-5095 


SUBTOTAL 

Postage  cheirged  on 
orders  under  $300 

$3.00 

TOTAL  AMOUNT 
ENCLOSED 

ADDRESS  ^  PAYMENT  ♦  |  ALTERNATE  CHOICES  ♦ 


Please  place  madling  label  here,  or  print  the  following: 

Name: _ 

Address: _ 

City: _  State:  _ Zip: _ 

Telephone:  _ _ 

Customer  #: - 

Payment:  □  Personal  or  bank  check 
□  MasterCaird  □  Visa  □  American  Express 

For  the  items  advertised  in  the  (date) _ 

issue  of _ 

Credit  cau-d  # _ 

Interbank  #  (MC  only) _ 

Expiration  date _ _ 

Signature _ 


Mainy  items  listed  ame  one-of-a-kind  in  our  stock.  FMeasc  list 
altcmaite  choices  below  to  better  enable  us  to  fill  your  order  when 
the  first  choice  items  have  been  sold.  (We  will  not  send  alternate 
choices  unless  the  first  choice  items  have  been  sold.)  The  larger 
your  list  of  alternate  choices,  the  greaitcr  the  chaince  of  our 
completely  filling  your  order. 


If  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  "same  type"  as  your  alternate 
choice.  We  will  send  a  coin  of  the  same  design  type  and  of  equal 
or  higher  grade  and  value  if  the  first  choice  item  has  been  sold. 


Qnly 

Denom. 

Dale  and  Mintmark 

Grade 

Price 
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